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Society or association, or who maintains inter-

Course with or aids or abets any such society or

association, shall be deemed guilty of an un-

lawful combination or confederacy. The ninth

Section exempts Lodges of Freemasons consti-

tuted under the authority of warrants from any
Grand Master or Grand Lodge of Great Britain

or Ireland ; and an amendment passed in 1865

29 Victoria, chapter 46, extends the exemption

to lodges of Freemasons constituted under the

authority of warrants from the Grand Master

or Grand Lodge of Canada. The seventh sec-

tion of the statute imposes the punishment of

an imprisonment for a term not exceeding

seven years in the penitentiary or for a term

less than two years in the common gaol, upon

any person who may be convicted upon indict-

Ment of having been guilty of such unlawful

combination or confederacy.

This Statute is in force in the province of

Quebec, and we are of opinion that the Orange

Association falls within the description of

societies mentioned, and that its provisions

Inake the lodges established within its limits

urlawful combinations and confederacies, and

render their members liable to the punishment

above mentioned.
Question 2.-Are their meetings and proces-

sions and public displays prohibited by our

statutes?

Answer.-The Orange Association being

prohibited by the statute above mentioned, its

members cannot possess any right to hold meet-

ings rior claim as such the right to walk in

procession and make public displays in the

Province of Quebec; but since the repeal in

1851 of the i Act to restrain party processions

in certain cases," 7 Victoria, chapter 6, no

statute exists which would authorize the civil

or other powers to disperse a procession of

Orangemen passing through the public high-

ways in a peaceable manner. The law declares

certain societies, within which we are of opin-

ion that the Orange Association falls, to be

unlawful combinations and confederacies, but

It restricts its mode of enforcement to the

individual punishment after conviction upon

indictment of their members or abettors.

Question 3.-Can any Orangeman for admin

istering the Orange oath to initiate an Orange-

man, be criminally prosecuted under our

Statute ?

Answer.-The Statute of Canada, 37 Victoria,
chapter 37, prohibits the administering of all

oaths not authorized or required by law, it de-

clares any person administering an oath not so

authorized or required, to be guilty of a misde-

meanor, and to be liable to an imprisonment not
exceeding three montbs, or to a fine not exceed-

ing $50.00, at the discretion of the court. The
oath to initiate an Orangeman is neither author-

ized or required by law, and any person admin-

istering it would therefore render himself liable

to be prosecuted under this Statute for the

misdemeanor created by it, in addition to the
liability under which lie lies for being a mem-

ber of an unlawful society, under chapter 10 of
the Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canada.

Question 4. - Can known Orangemen be

arrested for attending as such their meetings or

processions ?
Answer.-Any person who becomes or acts as

a member of a society prohibited by the chapter
above mentioned of the Consolidated Statutes

of Lower Canada, may be indicted as being

guilty of unlawful combination or confederacy.
Being of opinion as above stated that the

Orange Association falls ander the prohibition

of the Statute, we hold that persons attending,
as members, its meetings or processions within

the Province of Quebec, are liable to be pro-
ceeded against under its provisions.

Question 5. - Can the known President or

Secretary of such Association be prosecuted

under our Statute ?
Answer.-We are of opinion that they can.

Question 6.-Can the Officers of the said

Association be forced to produce their form of

oath and minutes of proceedings, and to testify

generally in case of such prosecution ?

Answer.-They would be required and com-

pelled, like any other witnesses to answer all

questions and to produce all papers under their

control, of which the answer and production

would not criminate themselves.

Question 7.-What legal means would you

advise to have the question of the legality or

illegality of the existence, processions, displays,
&c., of the Orange Association in the Province

of Quebec, determined so as to remove all doubt

on the question hereafter ?

Answer.-The way to obtain a judicial deci-

Sion on the'question of the uinlawfulness in this

Province of the Orange Association, would be
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