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A letter lately puibliishcd in thle Gazette again brings up the
subjeet ofHighor Education. Thero are two distinct questions to
be considored i regard to, this imatter. First, of ail: Is it the duty
of the State to provide lligher Education ? and seeondly, suppos-
ing this to.be grianted: Of what i8 tho Iliglier Education to con-
sist ? The corrcspondont concet'ned imisolf with tho second of
these questions, direeting ail his resources of argument and
ridicule against tho 8tudy of Cassies. Without bogging the
question, as to the :'oîmor, ivhich wve do not by any means8 suppose
to be axiomatic, wo wvill for the present, attend soleiy to, the simpler
mattor of whether the Clussics 8hould forni a noecssary part of
Iiligher Education.

1r a series of Propositions sabinitted by Dr. Robins to the
Quebee Convention of Toachers, hoe based his dlaimi for Iligher
*Education upou the duty of' the State to provide a training, not
only for the mnass of tôfliers, but foûr those who ivill dir-ect the toi lers.
Upon this basis it, will bo besL to discuss tho question of the
Chassies. None wvill bc. 1bund to dony the necossity of Latin as a
part of such edtication in the past. IL was the languiago, of Inter-
national transactions, to some oxtont -iso of Law Und of ThoIogy.
Comments uipon inost lo-arnod books were writton lin Latin, which
%vas useful as a common tongue, as it is at the present moment in
suob subJects as Chomistry and Botany. Pew would contend that
ignorance of the Classics tunfits a, maxi for the position of clergy-
ma or doctor; and but a sinai 1 proportion of those who actually
receive Iligher Educýationi are destincd for a Profession. The
greater number go into business, whore ckLssicýal knowledge is
absoiutoly useless. Nor is any deep kn.rowiedge of Latin requisite
te enable a student to master the Latin terminology of tho
sciences. Lord Chesterfield is no inean authority as an educator;-
fbw mon have spent more thoughit on the subjeet than ho did. Yct
bis reason for requiring lus son to stu(ly the cassies was as foi Iows:
"-Classical knowledgo, that is, Greekc and Latin, is absolutely
nccessary for oerybody; heca.wse everybody ltas agreed to tlzink and
cali it se." Thus even in hîs day the Classios were Iooked upon
as a mere accomplishmert, and the conditions of edueution are
vastly différent here and now from what they were in Enn1aiùd
during the last century. -
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