
THE

EDUCATIONAL RECORD
0FR THE

PROVINCE 0F QUEBEC.

NO. 5. M1AY, 1897. VOL. XVII.

Articles: Original and Selected.

EXTRAICTS FROM A LECTURE ON SELF.CUTLTURE.*

By DR. S. P. ROBIIN.s, MNONTREAL.

Ext ract 1. Derivatioui and rneaning qf the wcord Culture.-
The word "&culture " is derived by us from the French.
But, inasmuch as French itself is but abbreviated Latin, less
statelv, perhaps, but more nimble than the lagaefromn
whichi it is descended, we flnd the earliest accessible form
of the îvord in the future participle Ilculturus " of the Latin
yen) -,colore" to till. Hence sprung the Latin wvord
"cultura, " meanilg the act of tillage. This, in. accordance

with a -%elI-knowni law of modification lu passing frora
Latin into French, exchauged its final a for the final e of
the French %vord, its full round Latin u shrinking with
time into the then, French sound, which was also the Gre.ck
sound of upsilon, so, that the word emerges lii French as
"culture " witli a suspicion of sounld in the. final letter.

When the word emerges in literary JRîîg1ish, written.
Enaldish, the stru-ggle betweeu the Saxon anîd the French
pronunciations of u, of which our English spelling and
pronunciation, bear so many traces, issued lu a coiu-
promnis-e. The first u reverts to the short Szixon u. as iii
cull, anud the second u takes that peculiar diphthongral soiind
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