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lb is a connuiion rentarkz of the spe)akzer on1 exanîjuiabion day
thlat tbby 10'Who bias flot a goo(i Word to SaLy abolit bis seblool
is Itot iinucbl of a b-.Yet lbow fe'v boys realiy have a -good
Word to say abouit biis schlool or bis teachlers, and i owv fcw
parents are there wvbo do itot foi-Il thieir opinion abouit the
sclbool andi bbc beachier froii bte hligbly eoloured staternents of
these soniewliab nonchalant and careless ctis lThe boys
secin to disiike hit " is as oftenl tbc fouindation of a false
opinion about a teacbcer's work as is thcexrsin "le boys
scnt to likze hit." It is as easy foir a disbionest teachier to
shirki blis dliby aud be popular as it is difhicult foir an bionest
teachier to (Io bis dnity and escape bieing iull)o1ular. And yet
as tbc coînnîuniiity oftenl takzes its opinions abolit thc sellool
fronli tbc boys anld girls attendi-ing it witholit takinig anly trouble
to kxîow~ what mnaînuel of ini or wointhe teachier 1-ealiy is.
so is the scbool population often iinelely a reflex of the
wvholc contmuniiiity. An inispector blas sai(l thiat lie eouuld always
withi a. v'ery near approacbi to certaiby discover fronti the con-
duct of thc pupils lie bial to examine thb. general character of
thc conuibiiiiy iii wbicbi tbcv were to be foiund. Tbere, arc,
conînîuniiities iii t>his Canlada of our1-s whbicli hlave lo, faibli ini
theniiselv-es, and we' need biardly say tlmt these are the eomi-
iiniinibies ini wbicbi neither pastor itor scbool-iastcr ean rentaiti
loncr licre it is we liind a niew teachier once a year, and titere
it is Nve find tbc pastoî' lookin<r tbrougbi tbc influence of blis
bislhop or prcsb)ytery or conference for a cbange as soon as a
change can ho pî'ocured. A writer bias ]ately bried Vo point ont
the conînnîniiity duit bias no0 faitit iii ibseif iii thiese words: Wc
hiave soinetitues bhought bitait weceould tell thbc town thiat a iani
coules fron by bis air. iThe people of sonie towvns anîd villages
bave a depressed sort of atmiospbcere about thein, wbicbi seemis
to say wvc ]ive iii--, but we are asbiaîned of tbc place.
Tlie tyl)ical niiaii of another town by is beariing proclainis tbie
facb btat lie i)clongrs Vo a certain town ani is prould of it. He,
neyer apologiz.s, because lie does tiot live iii a larger place, nor
explains wby lie does not mlove. Ife thiniks lie lives in te
best place already, and dit very fileb Iielps to iinake blis place
one of tbc best. Civic ])ride bias iade înialy a town pr*os-
perous. Uitliout it no place ever aintounts to aniytliiii. WTe
inay batIk abouit political remiedies unitil dooinsdlay, but ]icitbcr
Canada as a wboie tior aiy one part of it wvil1 ever ainttont to
;anytltingi itle.ss our people liave a fair dcgrec of national zind.


