
BIB3LE SOCIETY RECORDER. 129

THE QUBEN 0F MADAGÂSOAR AND THE BOMISH ]PRIESTS.

Mfr. William Pool, who is engaged ini building the chapelas 'n .lýl:.dagscar,
writes, a letter to the Etiglit.4 .ndependcat, under dato April lith, 1869, ini
whic' we find the following iiîteresting statement -Il Since the opening of
the 1 emorial ChuirGh at Anibohipotsy, and the attendanco of the Court at its
consecration, the F~rench have been conatantly urging the Queen to be pre-
sent at their servieC-* ini their Roman Catholio Chapel at Imahamasima. If 1
hear correctly, there had been a thinly attended service for some time on
Sabbath afternoom'j. Reorbsays that teaccomiplish their objectmnanyargu-
iiuents have been plied, and arnong others, ' that the treaty rccently coeluded
requires thiat they be treated as tlic moat favoured nation.' On the otlier
lIand, the Court made znany excuses, the wlîole of -%vlih clearly indicated their
reluctance to comply withi the request. At luste consent te visit the build-

in a obtained, and on Thursday, March 25thi, the Court went. lI order
te give éclat te the occasion, a flîrone wus propared and richly decorated for
the use of the Sovereign. The chapel itsolf was deckcd out with tliat artistl
skill for which the French are proverbial; the alter, ft-c., sharing, of course,
very Iargely in the decorations, aud exhibiting many artificial, lighta. Ont-
aide, long hangings and festoons conveyed the idea of a travelling theatre, the
rcsoiublanico being so ncarly similar to those one lias scon at large country faire.
Mforeover, mnusic ivas te do lier part, and a laudatory National Anthemi had
been got up for the occasion,-in short, everything wliich ingenuity could
.uccexplish, likely te attract and please the nuonarch wua donc. At about
eight o'clock the court left the palace, esc'.eîted by guards as tîsual, 1)receded,
by the Queexî's baud. At the building the Qucen 'vas received by theo French
Special Ceminissioner a id the officiating priests. fier Majesty hiaving ad-
-vanced liaif -way up thec 'niilding stoed stili, aud the Primoe Minister thon
prescnted 'fliasina' un belhalf of the people. (This paymnent of ' Hasina,' or
a dollar of allogianco, stili obtains amnong tlie people on the commencement
or completion of any building of imp)ortaince.) Tlhis done the Queen turned
to Icave, whcn the Special Coinissioner took hold of lier arm, urging e teo
occupy the seat prepared. The Prime Minister said, ' The Qucen camie to,
take Hasina, because the lieuse la liera.' The Commnissioner replied, '1
see tliere is, ne love, only hatred of France.' The Minister rejoined,
' Tiiere is nothing li the treaty te cexupel the Queen te pray with yen;'
aud the Court left, their stay in the chapel scarcely exceediug twvelve nmin"ites.
Tho Roman Catholie congregations are said tu be considerable reduced, (they
vrere nover veryr large>, in consequence of this vîsit of the Court. "-7triti,L
Wilness.

THE BIBLE IN RUSSIA.

The British aud Foreign Bible Society lias finally failed iii its attemlpte te,
obtain permnission to, seud the Bible prixxted in the Russian language iute
Ilussia. The Exch«lange Gazette of St. Petersburg ia our antI' -,*ty fer this
statemnent. It says:

"lWe are positively inforined thiat several thousand copies were sent undpr
the address of a Russian general, all of which, were stepped at the frontier,
and then sent te the ceusers, who forwarded themn te the Ecclesiastical, Con-
sistory. This body, after taking the advice of the Holy Synod. decided r.hat
it was impossible te, admit the circulation iii Russia- of a Bible published
abread, because the righit of pnblishing the Bible for the t.-qe ol' the ort-hodox
ia enjoyed by the Hgoly Synod alene."

Rt is believed by inany persons wlio have given attention te the subjeet,
that if the Aunerican Bible Society,%vould send an able aud respectable depu-
tation of distinguished citizens te St. Petersburg, an arrangement for ce-
operation miglit be made, witli the sanction of the inmperial goverament.

There is ne such. thing as the Bible in the Russiai. language. The New


