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onily that t1ii!; genleral governnwneit is tihe er.eturIe Of the States, but that it is
the creatiire of each of the States scverally ;so that eaeh nIay as.t the
pover flor itself, of <teteriiint.iir whether it acts withini the liits of its author-
i ty. If ks the Servant of' four anc.f twenty masters of différent wills and différ-
elnt purposes, and yet botind to obey ail."

Therefore, the constituted authorities of the United Statos are
ntô longer a grovernimont, if they be flot miasters of their omnlxvili
they are nuo longer a governrnent, if an external poweor mnay
arrest their proceedings ; t hey are no longer a goverfiment if
acts passed b) Hlotses and approvod by the President, may
be nullified by state vetoes or state ordiniances.

" I is, Sir,'' Continues Webster, Il the peoffles constitution, theo pOll's
governnlient, nmade for the people. mnade by t he people and anlswcrab!e to the
people. T1'fe very chief enid, the main dfesign, flor which the wliole Coni-
stituition %vas franied and adopted, was Io estabiish a governmcint. th. shotild
niot lie obliged fo act throughi State agency or depend on State opinion or
State (hiscretion. The peoiple have wisel), provide(l ini the Constitution isef,
a proper suitable mode and tribunal for settling questions of Colistituition al
la%%, 1», deciearinig, sir, that '' the constitution and the laws of the Unlited
States, niade ini pursuance thereof, shall he the sujreie htw of the land, any-
thîngi in li eConstitution or laws of aniy State to the contrary liotwithistand-
inlg." Moreover, '« that the judîcial power shiai extenld to ail1 Cases arising
under tlic Constitution and l:tws of (lie United Sittes."

H-ence any law which cornes iii con flict with the constitution
is flot valid, and the general governmient alone lias the exclusive
prerogative of deciding on the constitutionality of the laws.

Webster's unerring reguiarity, force and intelligence, in vindli-
catingr the hom-e gYovernimeiit having been thus clearly illustrated,
wve ighIt hiazard a few remarks on the wvonderful felicity of ex-
pression, the xvealth and simple beauty of style, emianating-
from the amplitude of his learning. The very nature of bis

midrequired aproportionate degree of influence over languae

W'ords shape themselves to bis thoughit ; hie is not mastered by
themi ; ho has none of the faults wvbich spring frorn verbal
fluency. It is bis ponderous wiold of syllables which makes bis
sarcasni tronchant and pungent ; it is bis graceful mianipultation
of expression xvhich gives a good-humored coloringr to bis w~ords
it is the simple enuinciation of bis re;tsoning that miakes bis iargu.
moents clear and tenable to the lea,:t coniprebiensive mind ; it is
the pure, eninobling, loftv diction, springing fronm bis doeep sensi-

UNIVERSITY OF' OTTAWA REVIEW. 6561


