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This wvas th'ý înost anxioîîs tiime of ail foi- the parent birds.
The littie o'îes stili quite hielpless, had 10 be guarded f rom the niany
dangers that bvset theim and besides lîad to be fed. 1-Iov restlcss
the old birds wvere; fluttering hure and there, always keeping an
eye on their innocent young, b>ut 0ietIb saitie tiine giving no indica-
tion of their whereaboints. If by çàlauice a persoîî wure to go near
the place wvhere one of tlivii %vas hiddu, thie distressed parents
wvou1d becorne gircatly excited. and forgetting their xîatural. shyness,
would wariu the intruder, by flapping across in front of hlmi, that
lie wvas trcading on forbiddenl grolln(t. But in a short tinie the
young birds were able t0 fly well and could even obtain the most
of tlieir food.

Then the p)arent birds would desert the scelle of so mnuich work
and anxiety and leavu for other part% with their fainily. 1 dlo not
know what they did wbilc aw'ay ; w'hether thecy wvent to give their
yonng a few lessons to fit, the.xn for their place in the, bird kingdlom.
or wvhether tlîey thougbit a fewv days of rest would be of lienefit to
theuiselves aller Oheir sonicivbat arditous labours.

The holiday generally wvas a prutty short one.. I suppose, they
found idleilcss too tiresomne. so returned to the 01(1 bouse, and quite,
cheerfully, but more quietly this, tine, undertook the task of rear-
ing aimother famnily of heý,althiy yoizîg l)eeweVes. After Ibis second
brood had been well prepared for the l)attle of life the failîful pair
agaiîî disappearud, b)ut tbis tinie tlîeir terni of absence wvas a very
prolongu(I one1; tliey %'ould miot bu seuniniîîtil the followving spring.

Every year, tbis wvas the course whielb tbey i)iiud. But one
spring the pccwees did îlot- rettirii al. the uisual lime to thme 01(1 Iouse.
During the latter part of the monl of April, wben, if tbey liad
coic back we womild liave been sure 10 bear flhein. lie ehleerful note
t(pee-wee'' was îîot becard. We fuit sure tbiat sonîething bad bap-
i)Cfld thein, that soine enumiy of theirs; lad kilIed theîîî while, they
were flyiing froîin their snunner to thuir wiîîter home, or perhaps
while thuy were at work- arouind tbeir soutiîurîî dwu-llingc-plaee. The
warni days of May caine anîd stili our frieiîds had îot arrived. Al
hiope of thieir retiiiru was given up ; we wvere fored to resigi our-
selves to the thought that we would not have their ple.asant comipany
duriug the suiuner.

Imagine iny surprise> iwliîe one nioriiing laler in May, in cross-
ing a dilapidated and u1 îsdwooden bridge iii the. ne.ighborhood.
mvy 01(1 friend lli(' I)eueve flew~ out in a, rat her excilvd inanner un-
derneath it. L knew by ils soiewhat guilty appeaame that it had
not c;asually fiown froîm therc, and tipoi investigation, whiehi to be


