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:”Cl:tlon or church hasn't them ?—but the
the mo":t :Stertlon notwithstanding, I believe
s“mtnd Dtellectual men of the Church of
Socigg, . belong to the Church Service
faigy 1nl’ s a0d who besides are men truly
d‘o the Church and Christ. My
Prayer arethat by God’s favor some
that g ;:Y Mmay arise in our Church, and
tugie hall o0 may be delivered from the
Plagyeq s thabomiuatlon, with which she is
o . [;er ¢ holy table and the font restor-
icemanent place in the sanctuary,
mdms (l;ade more worthy of the great
td gy, bl od to whom they are offered,
Tacyeg °ssed, grace-giving sacraments
the N aom the practical Zwinglianism of
e of; ud restored to their proper place as
Chttgy three great means of grace which
The ‘éaiven to his Church,
“"’th burch Service Society does not
mﬂC n:""ing for the dead, no Scottish
deag ay chman believes in praying for the
om:t term is generally understood
be n sh usage. Many individuals do
icn 1 PT3YIDE for the * blessed dead,” a
""le Wyself see very little use for, yet
able which their opponents have never
h"%d 0 show is against either Re-

o oy c‘:’ Catholic tradition, the standards
tluuh'"c’la or Holy Scripture. But be
s"ﬂet,», May, individual opinion is not the
the “ork, and I emphatically assert
h“lg d:° Society does #o¢ teach prayiag
ltlo‘d. The reason given for the
ey oh“of the Society is plainly too
hﬁm ;"Ck-and-bnll story to merit at-
%‘hn fom these arguments one con-
Vide of t‘ the other statements are equally
% n ® mark. The lamentable un-
Ui, ﬂtn:]"' and hideousness in architec-
“‘kch'lrcl; &tc.,, is bringing its own cure,
is waking up, and will notbe
iy, ber progress towards a better
e, . U8Dger is that she may again goto
“hhu °8 the other side. Every reforma-
Bieiy e"“e'lliSts, let all who truly love a
’ot""l'ship seek 0 maintain what
Yot 4 that, and if in the mode we do
o t¥e to eye, at least let us treat
2t Wit a:‘"s with courtesy and fairness,
tof Use ard travesty. Letus learn the
b peggi 2371ty and good-will to all which
Wy, "OB-tide is bringing to us, and we
“ho thig : better and be more liker Him
oy o H‘_Gk $0 many years ago suffered so.
ty, 18 Church, and who desires that
T t:‘ Pure and spotless.
. » April 4th, 1896.
Roy,,
Ong METHODS OF RAISING
CH FUNDS: 4 WARN-
ING.

.

N —
ng &:‘ oimTOR,-—As the time is approach-
Nd“m Ecclesiastical Courts to meet for
g g :l"“ of matters relating to the wel-
hﬂ'%unpiritual progress of our large and
N Church, 1 would be glad to see
::'\h. . dppeﬁﬂng in your columns, calling
“?“Oll of some stringent measure
P to certain methods of ralsing
ngc"“xregational purposes which are
:l""'ﬂd t‘,‘lﬂl'mingly prevalent, and which, if
M“‘In £0 on unchecked, will prove a sad
Icﬂri“. Ce alike to the spiritual power and
v Iberality of the Church at large.
a ::ich worldly wise schemes as con-
l‘i‘ Yongy ch solemn devotional piecesand
Gar, are indiscriminately interming-
2 parties held at a late hour in
© which the lowest roughs of the
: ® admitted by paying the en-
‘dlnl’ and at which, in addition to the
Nhog-, Xture of the sacred and secular in
me, ice-cream, cake, candy and
| e G sold; ¢ Mystic Teas,”
| ‘h," “B 00se Markats,” * Tableaux Viv-
Ry " OX Soclals,” and other equally
N &;:d novel devices for drawing
C.‘n' o closed purses and unwilling
; Ih"'ch 'oa‘d some fand connected with
'h““rq Tk I believe such a measure as
®al ) 'O Suggest, if passed by the Gen-
?’"' “l:ly. would be hailed asa relief
2 difficalty by many a pastor, who
the painful position of seelng one

|
[
|
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portion of his congregation filled with grief
and shame, when such entertainments are
announced, if not from the pulpit at least in
the local papers, as in connection with the
work of the congregation, but whose hands
are practically tied by the importunity of an-
other portion of it who regard them as per-
fectly innocent, and who can truthfully quote
the example of many ministers and congre-
gations in support of their views, which,
however, cannot be advocated on Scriptural
grounds, or without utterly disregarding its
solemn warnings against irrevereance in all
things connected with Divine worship.

The zeal and diligence in service of
Ladies’ Aidsand Yourg People’s Societies are
helpful and greatly to be commended when
they are confined to such methods as we
may hope God will own and bless, but all
connected with them should remember that
only tkat activity which respects the will of
God, and seeks to honor God, will truly ad-
vance His cause, and, promote His glory.
I believe 1 give expression to the opinion of
many serlous Christians when I say that the
raising of funds for any religious purpose, by
means of such entertainments, is insulting to
the Majesty of Heaven, is bringing reproach
upon the Christian profession, and Is a fruit-
ful source of the levity and indifference to
holy things which is so sadly apparent in
the couversation and demeanor even of
many who have made a profession of faith
in Christ, and who trust that the time is not
distant when our Church shall with no un-
certaln voice declare its condemnation of
them. The time for doing so is now oppor-
tune, for there is surely a strange incongru.
ity in the fact that while on one side of the
globe Christians are being martyred by
thousands rather than deny their Lord,
many Christians in this land of gospel liberty
are so unwilling to deny themselves, so for-
getful of the honor due to their Divine Re-
deemer, that, instead of the ‘‘ pure offer-

_ings” (Mal 1. 11), which alone are accept-

able, they dare to cast into the treasury
sums which may prove the price of souls.
For it may soon become evident that Satan’s
wiles are more dangerous to the Church’s
true weal than his frowns, and that, while
pheenix-like, the Eastern Church will rise
from its baptism of fire to a fresher, purer
life, ours will lose that spiritual power which
alone can enable any Church to witness for
God, tor truth and purity, and to shineas a
light in the world holding forth the word of
life. Mr. Editor, if no argument is sufficient
to convince those who uphold these things
that they are wrong, the knowledge that
others think so should make them heed this
solemn word of Scripture—‘ When (in so
doing) ye sin against the brethren, and
wound their weak conscience ye sin against
Christ "—(1 Cor. viii. 12), and [ subscribe
myselt. ONE OF THESE

SUMMER SESSION IN MANITOBA
COLLEGE.

MR. EDITOR,—The proposal of the
Manitoba College Board to abandon the
summer session involves serious consequ-
ences to Home Missions. The summer
session sets free, every autumn, from twenty
to thirty students for winter work in Algoma
and the West. They are theological stud-
énts, advanced in their studies, and able to
take charge of important missions, or even
congregations, in the absence of ordained
men. The need of more men at the time
the summer session was determined, on was
clamant ; to-day, owing to the extension of
the work, the need is greater. Last winter
twenty-five fields in the West were left
wholly without supply, and 14 more had only
partial supply—missionaries were not avail-
able. If 20 more fields are to be added to
this list, then a crisis Is surely reached. If
This continue, the Church will lose in num-
bers, in the confidence of her own people,
and in the good opinion of other churches.

‘Last week 114 students, who could not be
. .accomodated, applied to the Home Mis-

sion Committee of the Assembly for mission
work. Indeed the supply is now so large

that the committee proposes, in the future,
to employ only theological students, unless
in exceptional cases. Stop the summer
session and this evil is aggravated.

But why the change asked for? Has
the summer session failed? Has the num-
ber of students fallen off? Have they re-
fused to enter the mission field in winter, or
what is the matter? The summer session
has in every respect, but one proved a suc-
cess—a success beyond expectation. The
failure has been financially. The reason
for the change now proposed is purely a
matter of revenue. When the summer ses-
sion was inagurated it was estimated that
the change would involve an additional,
annual outlay of $1,500. This the Assembly
asked the Church to provide. The follow-
ing figures show how the Charch responded
—1891-2 was the year before the change :—

Con. ordinary funds of Man. Coll. 1891-2.......$3,501 0o
“ . “o 1892~3 vev 4,194 0O
“ * " 18934..4... 35344 O0
o . " 1894+5 .. 3,058 oo

That is, the revenue of 1894 5 is $443
below the last year before the change. The
revenue is not adequate, it is declining.
The board will not report deficits and hence
it wishes to return to the less expensive
method of doing the work. This is the sole
reason for the change. Surely the General
Assembly will devise some means of meet-
ing this emergency. The Eastern portion
of the Church is now giving an average of
about two cents per communicant to sup-
port the college, could not an average of
3or 3% be given? The latter figure would
provide a sufficien revenue.

Bat, it may be asked, could not 20 or 30
students, left unemployed during summer,
be persuaded to take fields during winter?
That 25 fields requiring men were left un-
provided for last winter, although 94 stud-
ents were left in 95 without missions, is the
best answer. The General Assembly has
refused to require students to take a year in
the mission field before or after graduation,
students themselves refuse to volunteer for
this work in winter, and hence the pros-
pect of getting men is dark. Bat, even if
25 men from the East were to volunteer to
g0 West their travelling expenses would
amount to $1,200 or $1,400, where-
as the Manitoba College stndents are on the
ground. The presence of these men in the
West saves the H. M. C. a good round sum
every year. It is to be hoped that the
General Assembly will fairly face the issues
and get a satisfactory solution.

- J. ROBERTSON.
Toronto, April 4th, 1896.

THE RIGHT USE OF WORDS.

MR, EDITOR,—There are two words
which are very much misused by many
speakers ; with the best intentions, no doubt,
but which jar the sensibilities of many lis-
teners,

The first is the word ** Ohildren.” So
many speakers in addressing assemblies of
young people, made up of children and those
of more mature years, ranging from infant
classes to Bible classes without any distinct-
ion address them all as * Children.”

If the speakers would only study the faces
of the children * of older growth,” when
using this form of address, they would think
twice before using it so indiscriminately.
But why use it at all when a more compre-
hensive term could be used without giving
offense to any, such as, for example, ** young
people " or *“ scholars ” unless the real ckila-
rex are pointedly addressed.

The other word is not so often used, but
when it isit grates very harshly against
Presbyterian sensibilities. It is the word
““ticket ” for the word *token.” Although
the old metal token has passed into tbe
printed card, the latter is no less significant
than of yore. The word *‘token has to
Presbyterians a tender and sweet signific-
ance, and no other word can take its place.
It has come down to us through the ages
and is associated with all that is dearest and
sweetest in Presbyterian traditions. Andto
put it on a level with a Z%sng that admits any
one to a theatre or a circus is a terrible pro-
fanation of a hallowed word.

I write that these views may meet the eye
of the Church, and I feel that attention has
only to be called to them to cause the abuses
to cease. ' VERBUM Sar,
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HoMme READINGS.—A. Prov. xi. 1-18. 7.
Luke xvi. 1-18, W. Luke xvi. 19-31.  7%. Mat.
ili. 1-17.  F. Rev. xxii. 7-21, §. Eccl. i. 1-10.
Sab. Dav. xii. 1-13.

Here we have another of the parables found
only in Luke’s gospel, and designed to enforce
truths very necessary for our Lord’s day, and none
the less so for the day in which we live. This
can scarcely be regarded as a pinble however,
for it is not so much an illustration of spiritual
things drawn from analogous matters in the
natural world, as it is a relation of acal facts
concerning things which pertain both to this
life and that which is to come, showing how
the course and state of future existence is deter-
mined by our lives here. Preceding this narra.
tive, there is a true parable, illustrating, from the
wisdom the unjust steward exhibited in the use he
made of this world’s goods to secure his own
maintenance in this life the wisdom we ought to
exhibit, in using the things of this life so as to se-
cure for ourselves eternal riches. Then comes
the narrative of our lesson, showing from an
actual case how one to whom God had given great
riches, so misused themasto loose the world tocome
entirely, Regarded in this perspective therefore
Lazarus and his woes are merely iocidental. We
shall consider the misuse of rickes, and the consequ-
enl eternal loss.

I. The Misuse of Riches.—We all
know that the term riches is a relative one.
There is some sense in which every man is * rich™
in the eyes of some one else, Therefore it is not
only those whom the world reputes rich who are
liable to misuse riches, but every one is liable to
that error.  Every one who does not make a pro-
per use of the portion of this world’s goods God
has given him, be that portion large or small, is
misusing his riches. Let us then from the case of
the rich man's use of his goods discover the prin-
ciple which underlies misuse, We are told he
was clothed in the most expensive and delicate
clothing, and that he lived a life of ease and lux-
ury with his friends ; feasting, rioting, merry-mak-
ing every day constituted the whole of his life.
He made these things his chief good. There is
no hint that he was dishonest, or immoral in any
glaring way ; but the narrative Jeaves the impres-
sion that he was simply a man who thought only
of himself, and of his own gratification ; a mao
who never gave a thought to any other life than
this one, and who never gave consideration to
any one save himself in this life. And this, too, in
face of the fact that God had laid at his door an
object fitted to move to pity even the hardest
heart, a man godly and upright, but suffering to
the utmost need both of poverty and disease. If
there had been any scrap of humanity in his heart,
the very sight of a fellow being suffering as
Lazarus suffered must have filled the rich man’s
heart with gratitude for the blessings of heaith
and wealth. Nor could he have refused to do
what lay in his power for the relief of such a piti-
able object. It is interesting to note that Lazarus
means ‘‘ God’s help,”’ and since names were al-
ways significant among the orientals, there can be
no doubt that Jesus intended to convey by the use
of this name, both the thought of the beggar being
one of God’s children, and that he was designed
to be ‘¢ God’s help " to the rich man. Ina word,
then, *‘ misusing” riches is just making use of
what God has given us as though it was for us
alone, and as though this life were all.

II. The Bternal Loss Consequent
on this Misuse. —However much this man dis.
regarded the future, there came a time when he had
to have done with this world. He died and was
buried. About the same time the beggar, to
whom dogs had been more kindly than the rich
man, was set free from suffering and sorrow and
taken home to be with God. Now, however, what
a difference ! The rich man in torment sees “ God's
help” reclining in bliss in the very place of
honor. Now he cries out for the benefit, now he
is willing to accept, nay he craves the help which
he imagines Lazarus may give. But now it is too
late. Nor is there any doubt as to what has
brought him into this estate. It was becanse he
choose the fleeting good of this life as his chief
good, and bad already obtained all he set his

heart upon. There he lies in torment, selfish,
God-accuser just because he would not *seek

first God's kingdom.” It is not necessary for us
to be ** rich " in order to be in like danger. All
are running in the rich man’s way who have
neither thought nor desire for anything but for
their owa selfish gratification.




