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tbe sails that he mav steer into port *,as it kib tat
the maçon qhould pflace one stone upon anot ber in
the construction of a buildine. Vec, and the dis.
ciple ut out Lord muqt, with steaidy purpose,
buiid up bis own Christian character:; must zo
out ot self, hevond self and ab-ive self, likp the
crimhinz perch, whicb in order to procure fand,
leaves ils home in the water and m-tkes excurs-
ions on land-an element vcrv distinclt ram ils
native oe. Let a man relax bis purposes or
energies and bis condition wilhecnme that ut the
nekdlected feld-ftiluo nxinus weeds u'bicb over-
shadow and kili bhc usetul cereals. 'Ne some-
limes mec ld id aquaintances atter the lapie ofta
dozen ycars. NVitb slema sadne's wc converse
witb une : bis desires, boots and feelinrs arm al
camnai. The mind is darkened, miidewed and de-
based. and cin be seen tbrough bis bleared ePyesq
and dealh-like cheekcs. Another is s0 fouut]n
prickies that we are r'ierced af every appruach ;
he is un<ýeveoped, like the mpines on tborn Iret,
which are reaill undeveioped branches and which
wuuld disanpear under proper conditions and lli-
liva ion. A third bas gyruwn mbt a cra'ýk. The
principies uftlhe Bible are lu him seccndary. for
bis own prejudiceç, narrow nnd biLgott-d. are para-
mount. Atfew sticklers make up bis daily pabu-
lum. Of Course hc ks a pesimisl. and evervlbing
in Churcb and State i3 wrurlg, but wronZ 'imply
hecause nul fittlig in witb biq cintraýcFed vcews.
God Fave miniqters humr members of thal: stamp.
There is enouç!h ut the dcvii in snlch lu send a
pastor prcmitareiy lu biç grave, and the conZregat-
lion lu the verge ut peril and ruin. Now sucb
individuals are ike fishes when out ut water.
Thev are in tbe air and are still dyine for want ut
il. These meni have deveiopcd but in the wronc!
way ; dcveloped down erade, as lu-ver and lowcr
tbey sank, benpath the hieh evel ot brieht, iovtul
Christians. Witb whal jny we erasp the hand ut
a tourth, wbo has been expandiart ho-deninQr,
deepeninc. and develupinLg tbe Christian Lernces
that raise humanitv near diviaity. For is nul tbe
likeness nf jescus; Christ. aur great Model, lu be
copied, however impcrtectlv ? With sucb a une
there is sweet feliowsbip and we cia sing again

'Our lears, aur bopes, our aim, are une.
Our com forts and our cares."

Every une who is trusliag tbc blond ut jesus
Christ lu wash away bis sins shuuld reeard il as
bis business lo consirier bbe proZress made in the
Christian lite-nul su mucb absolutelv, as cela.
tiveiy ta wbat he was, sav lasI lune ur losI De-
cemiier. Can he trutbfully say lo-nipht, '«I1have
gzrealer love, bigher juv, briLybter hope, wider
knowiediye, decper humilily, clearer vicwq. nubis.r
aims, and trunger faiîh than during 1894 ?" If
su be bas been go4z forward "nd dleveloDinz
Christian RraceF. But whoever from Victoria bu
lu Halifax cannaI, before God and mqn, declare
il. w:th bimn there bas been, nul progression, but
retrugression.

If is a greal thinri lu he a Christian. What
then is the use ut indifférence or sbamn in reli!in?
Let us mean exactly what we sav, and idt with
energylu carry out Our mcaniag!. Ia achools and
colieRes, pupils and çtudents are loilinz for the
deveiopmenî ut Ibeir intellect ual puwers. la
sciences, arts and professions the workers neyer
wenry in developing their varied gifts fPr usetul-
ness. Individuals are lahoriously striving lu be-
corne adepîs in printiag, qewin, sailinZ and
paintinZ. That is their business. Now il is the
business, the duty uf the Chriqtian lu deveiop
with ail care, labor !ind energy the fruits ut the
Spirit in the soul. Il must bg admitled, bow-
ever, rhat thousands have failed in unfoidiag aand
beautifving those Christian cha racleristics which
make their possessors iovely and loveable. And
the Christians' neqlect is comine back with
vengeance on the Church. Why do mea stand
abat tfram ber ? Why did an aRnostic write bu a
miaister lateiy. pointinp, the finger ut scornata
members ut Churches ? " Ha 1 lHa 1" said he,
"tbere are your Church peuple, vour Chrisians!1
Iwould flot condescend tu mcl such mean

pirI'."
When in Inverness last year, I beard thal une-

hait uf bbm citizý!as ut Giasgow were aon.church-
guers. The Church is hlamed bpcause the masses
will nul m-ditate on Gvd and [lis gondness, will
flot study His revelalion, but will sludy with salis-
factury gîce the characters ut Church members.
The incunsistencies ut Christ ias are mure damag-
ing than the effusions ut aenostics. Now our
Lord desires thal our hales, doubîs and fears
should be m'et witb beaven-bora aspirations, love,
faith and hope ; that we shouid be dying untu
sin and living untu righteousness, like a certain
Vrass in heath lands Ihat dies below as it tbrives
above.

pragress in the wboie Churcb, they must submib
tbeir judLymenîs and opinions lu those ut maturer
yearg. The Chuirch -should be a colid phalanx, in
whicb young and old arc marcbiag IotQther and
deriving reciprucai benefits. Let aay sucb dis-
tinction as a Churcb for the young, or a Cburch
for the old, be ohliîeralcd. su thal ail May bave
feliowqbip togelber, may rejoice logether, and be
blessed together by the Spirit of the living
God.

We wuuld agyain cailiattention lu the dangZer
ut increasinQ macbinery. P!anîs will nul develup
properly if contiauaily tranqplanîed ; anim-is wil
nul develop if incessantly un tht nove, aur can
Christimns grow wiîhouî rest and meditation.
No)w, meditîtion is tht great lack in aur Chris-
tianity this day. Think ut tht serone. huid,
sturdy Chrialians uf tht d1ays gonm bv whpn lbey
meditaled ail bbc day!1 Think ut the Christian
characters ut our fîthers wbo wandered îhrougb
gîtnand over mouaitains, mediîatiag ! Ail tise
is wurbbiesç bu digest the soul's proper food.
There must be meditation upon God's law !
"This book ut tht law shah nul deparl out ut
tby mouh ; but lbou shait meditale therein day
and night, that îhuu mavest observe lu do ac-
cording to ail thal is written therein; for then
tbou shal make thy way prosperous and thea
thou shaît bave good çuccet." (Joshua i. 8).
That is the nutriment that is lu develop the Christ-
ian graces. Cercals coatain fond for tht develop-
ment ofthebe ody -, creation aff 'rds supplies for
tht development ut tht intelliccuoil man ; but re-
velîtion is the heaven-providefi nourishmeat
for tht dcvelopmeat ut faith, love, jay and pati-
ence.

Fehlow-followerç in tht Lord Jesus Christ, look
nul then aI tht cbaff-spread pages ahoundine in
the cbaf-coiored caversata railwmy depuIs and un
trains, for Ibest will disturt. deceive and deslroy
vour moral capabilities. La ibis vast and fair
Dominion overfl-owing, wibh wunderq in lakes,
rivera, mountainç, toresîs, eartb and sky-won-
ders of interest and value Ihat bave neyer been
conceivcd by tht world's writers uf fiction, do you
then wanl to cuiivate your intellectual parts ?
Do you waat ta devebop tht intelieclua mn-na?
Then aide by side with tht develoaimeat ut tht
moral nature, study these woaders, dive deep
down ioîo these crealions ut God, and, iastead of
a depraved, sbriveiled, weakene'l mmd, an appe-
lite will be whetted for theçe marvels. spremd 50
protuseiy aI our teet by the Divine Archilect ut
the universe.

Thereis mosl asçurediyrorn for greit improve-
ment in the tendiencies ut men's minda in tht
malter ut selectinLy readiag for growth and stahi.
lity. Wbat cuuld be more chîrmiag or interest-
ing thîn lu pursue the sludy of tht homes and
habits ut Canadian birdq, fishe; and reptiles ?
What more eievating or reflnine Iban the study ut
Canadian flowers in toresîsq, fields and gardens ?
Surely a man wuuld rise tram medilat ion un Ibese
thinga mure tcuiy developed than he would aller
skimmiag over pagea ut sensatinnal literature !

Many excuse themselves for their chuice ut
readiag malter hy sayiag Ihat tbev read the flip-
pant, the frotby, tu. paFsalime. Tbey Qbuuld re-
member, however, Ibat lime is very sternly and
reaily passinLy îhem, and Ibal there is nut a mo-
ment ut il lu be wasîed. Tht period ut prob-lion
allotled tu eacb une on eartb is briet eaougb, 50

thal with the revealed Word tu deveiop baad, lu
strengihen iatellectual powers and capacities,
the Christian sbould be develuped very sym-
metrically.

As a church iet us arise. Let every member
withia ils told strive ta uitilize the vasî resoucces
aI bis command for grappling wilh powers ut evil,
for gaiaiag victurv atter vicîury over sin, and for
advaacing tfrom Riory ta glory, even as bv the
Spirit ut the Lord. Tgnatius, looking aI bis ap-
vro-acbing suffering and deaîh, exciaimed :" Now
I hegia bu be a disciple, aur shahl anythiag, visi-
ble or invisible, move me su Ibat I may attain
unto j esus Christ. Let tht grinding lu pieces ut
tht whole trame, and ail tht cruel torment- ut
tbe dcvii, oniy let me enioy Jesus Chrisçt." No-
thine but Divine growth in tbe soui could ennble
a trail mortîl lu stand ari flrmlv. and sing Su
cheertuily, wben cuntronled by tht horrors ut
agunizine dealb.

(3.) With evcrgruwing Christian principles.
wc are equipped bu go torward crusbiag! racial
pre;udices. Racial prejudlice was, the firsb barrier
I had 10 encounter in North Formosa. and al-
tbougb mucb bas been accomplisbed, it silîl
lingera in tht minda ut the heathen Chinese. Sn
much grealer tht reason thal wc Christians in
western lands sbuuld free ourselves eatirely tram
ils trammels 1 Whatever we may bold theorebical-
ly, bowever much we may proclaim that God

flationaiity. Eskimo, stretch out your hand frum
beneatb the cold snows ; Hottentot, reach ont
fromn the hot sands, and ail ye dwellers on this
our planet, stand forth that we may bail you as
creatures of one Creator! And ail ye foliowers
ut Jesus on land or sea, we bail you as, bretbren
under one h]ood-stajned banner of Emmanuel.

"In essentials unity ; in non-essentials, liberty
and in ail things charity."

S(4)Acting thus, we can go forward rappl-
prohiem 'through its various phase% and condi-
tions. Snme optimista may he blind t0 its exis-
tence, and some pessimisîs may regard the whole
as inIsoluble; nevertheless it ducs exist and can be
solved, indecd it is agitaîing the minds uf men as
neyer before. Capital and labor are now engaged
in a miZhty struggle. Eacb is marshallinz its
forces-forces new and varied-for upheavals, re-
volutions and changes. As the remotest corners
of the globe have been gathered 50 closeiy lu-
gether by steel bands, steam g2rey-hounds and
clectric currents, we hear the dia uf battle as it
swells in colonies, fatherlands and ocean iîlcs. The
manual laborers' cry is cominL utp, " give us
loaves hefore leaves, and lime to think of heaven,
if you invite us thither." Trade Unions declare
thal tbey are " voluntary associations of workmen
in the same or alied trades, for mutual protection
and assistance in securing Venerally the mosl
favorable conditions of labor."

In addition, there are societies broadcast all
over this iand-Maccabees, Oddfehllow and
Foresters-aIl for mutuai aid and benefit, the
members declare. These may nul appear antagon-
istic tu the Church of Christ, but she has been
the loser nevertheiess. To thousands, temporal
hiessings appeal wiîh greater force than the
spiritual ones, hence the affections uf men have
been drawn from the Cburch ut God and are
centered in Ihese societies. There are young
men who will go through mud and rain to their
meetings and sleep the Lord's day on their
couches.

What should be the attitude of aur Church
now in the midst ut such conteading elements ?
Is she to hait, retreat or advance ? The first
means stagnation; the second, destruction ; the
third, progression, the thine tu be desired. Ac-
cording to our great Le!ader's command, we are to
be an aggressive body, and we do not intend lu
withdraw into hermitage or cave dweiling. We
are bu " go forward."

La what lines ? it may bc asked. Ia the lines
of obedience to Christ out King. Why, let every
man do bis duly as a present citizen of Canada
and a prospective une ut heaven ; for Christianiîy
instead of divesting him of citîzenship as a Cana-
dian, invesîs him with authority lu labor for the
elevation of humanity. Some peuple seem to
think Ihat a Churchi member who is a Christiaa
is '. go about as a ninay.hammer and not evea
take a side glint at poliiics. Lndeed 1 A Chris.
tian have nothinz tb do with what kind of men
are in offices ruiing over bim; nothing to do
with law-framers and iaw-executors ;floîhing to
do with what concerns the welfare of une's self
and country ? Monstrous cant ! It is now conced.
cd that if Christians in the metropolis of Eng-
land had risen up and demanded good municipal
goverament, the cry, -4Outoast Lo)ndon,"' would
neyer bc heard. Christians led the van under
the banner of our giorious King Jesus, emancipat.
iag the slaves and sctting the prisoners free in
the West Iadies.

Note what should be donc in thiç London of
tweaty-five tbousand inhabitants. Let every in-
dividual Church member labor to bring men to
Christ, labor then to bring themn together that
their mulual interests they may cunsider in
offices, shops, stores and factories. Let the in-
dividual Christian influence those around him,
and every congregation act as a battalion to im-
press every family with the religion cf Jesus. The
high sbould step down 10 raise up the low ; the
latter shuuld neyer jump up lu pull down the
former, la this way rich and Pont', master and
men, capitalist and laborer will come into per-
sonal contact, aad consider anew their mutual
ii terests according t0 Christ's laws. They wili
thus prevent strikes which arise from disputes
between employer and empioyee as to wages,
hours, number of meni, piece-work and over-time.
Strikes are demoralizing, dangerous and costiy.
One in Manchester cost the strikers and their
masters $s,900,ooo. London Christians shouid
select bonest mea as represeatatives in ciîy,
Province and Dominion ; then, with activity and
de'ermination carry out the Christian.tramed iaws.
And iastcad of the usual sîrikes, capitalist and
laborer, shoulder ta shouider with ail other
Christians wili strike and strike and .rtrike, tlti the

YOu to them. 'l Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto onte of the least of these My brethren' )Ye
have donc it Unro Me," (Malt., 25: 40). Then'
and th-Pn only, wîil the Church reg~ainl what 5bc
has 103t, and march fi rwaid with ever iflcreasîne
numbers of toilers and masters, hearty, egtal
hopeful, singine, Il Praise God fromn Whoin
Blessings Flow.,'

(5.) Finaily, we shouid go forward etui
the Kingdom of Jesus. To do this, tbhe ChorCb
must have a thorough conviction that it 15 e
emninentiy her great work. We sornetilflS es c
of"i Home " as if antagonistic to 6 Foreign
missions. It is unfortunate that any one s O
iend even the shadow of appearance to sucb '11
idea. Il I ar nfot in-erested ini foreign missions"',
says one, Il we have eriough to do at hooc-
Now it is flot what 1, or we, think or like; the
important mitter is, \Vhat does God say ?e
have one question to ask iny man or EUaa
the Dominion who shows no interest in the SO
cai]ed Il foreign missions." Are you a Christian'
a heliever in the Lo)rd Jeçus Christ ? Thefi 0bel
Him, ard show your helief by your ocbedienceC
Lct His command ring in your ear., "lGo yc iDto
ail the world and preach the Gospel ta every
creature" (Mark, 16:15).

If the words Il Home and Foreign " are ta b
used, ]et them be riQhtly understood, Sa th*st
Christians may think of the Lord',s wark 19
Canada, the. Lord's wotk in Africa, the LordS0
work in India, the Lord's work in China8, the
Lord's work in Formosa, the Lord's work Clea'
around the globe. That is Biblici, IlGad be
merciful unto us and bless us; and cause 'lis
face to shine upon us; that Thy way tnae11)e
known upon earth, Thy saving health 2moOg z
nations." (Psaltns, 67:1-2). This Our cburchA
must grasp and hold tenaciously, so tbat evcrY
member will consider himnself a missionary as9i
apostolic limes.Oubc

There is cause for gratitude regarding ule
loved Zion. lier ministers, as leaders Of the
people, are endowed with a broad Catholic Spirit
which 1 find refreshing as I go up and doWD tb
land. Let the L-)rd's work in every Portiao
the field be dear to us. Let us bc brocader tbao
to have our symprathies merely on the part Wbic,
immediately conceras us. It bespeaks narl'f'
ness when people in Canada cannot s1.
Easten hemisphere; and the saïrie spplS0
laborers thert-, if they cannot discern 1his scu lt
as part of the field. The whole churchs 0,f
follow with intercst the work in QuebeC I c
vince, and the great Northwest shoula yc t ethwork indeed, soutb to the Repuhlic, north tath
pole. east to Lahrador, and west ta Vancouver i

If wisdom is needed in cxtending the work'11
tbis cou ntry, it is equally, and perhaps more '0'
in heathendom. Lt is a dangerous beliet th 50
one i, good eaough for heathea lands. Thce 5l
a great de il of shrewdaess showa in pesbYte"le
when young men prescrit themseives as cindidates
for the ministry. There is more than sr il
Olten, there is shamnefulness, manifested bf
vacant congregations in choosing ofle Out o
twenty applicants. In extending the kiflgdo 0

jesus abroad, becflot less careful than in Canadi'O
matters. Iaexperienced younte men and 0liyou would flot employ as laborers in Canada e
do flot ship them ta castern lands. Send drile
soldiers ta do battie for the Lo)rd, an d. .,
bring mathematics ta direct God, and tell I' rn
how maay dayq the work can be ,dune ;butfo
heart, head and hand tu do valiant servicefo
Him.

The work has heen extending for fetis!îf
demon, monotheistic, pantheistic and polytbClS 0<c
worshippers have been won to the numnbe' f
ic00,000 'in 1892, and 3,000,000 during this Cei.
tury. Stili the Churcn must ecerciic great P 't
ence in the disc'ige of her duty. In trUît 1shouli be emphasiz2-I, that there muir c aitJ
waihine'. let her arise and gird herseli 10
gage in the mighty contest, rise in the strcngih 0
Jehovah and advance with calm, majestic ts.eP

coascious O v cor re the first blowv15 StrOur
Il I the Dame uf our Gol we will set UP of0
hanners." If soldiers, flot knowing the dssef
battie, march ubder their leader through field0
blood ta conquer, aad tbey do, bark

Forward the Light Briyade
Was there a man dismaycd ? IN 0 eth

If, I say, red coats thus proceed to n f
foc, with what renewed energy, endurnrdPe
severance, and unwaverinZ confidence shudtl
maishallefi bosts of Christ's wartiors Chargeth
embattled legions, knowing as tbey do that te
shall varquish ail ail their foes, shallrtuoa
conquerors, shall display their banners enlgrwith
with a thousand victories, shah rend the air--e
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