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OUT OF THCa 1)1.11)11111i;.

"Von are laaking pale, maadamne.; I icar you ledl the con-
finement ta your apartîments "

The early service in the chateata chapel %vas jîast cncled,
and M. Renata, cool and bland as the October day withoîat,
laid a detaining lîand on the slender, blaick-robed figure,
whicb would bave glided pasr bain wtbotit a 'yard. Attcn-
dance upan matins wis one ai the nciv duties irnposed upnn
Eglantine by hier confessor, an l site ias sciupulnuisly exact in
the observance ai the religions rite ; but unless directlv
addressed by Henri's kinsman, she always went and carnue
iithout taking anv notice ai lus presence. M. Renata had
enjoyed bis triumph ta the full, but lie began ta bc sornewbat
uncasy aribe weary face, and broken, sprtless inanner ai
bis vctim. Ht had vowed ta lhumble lier pride ta the dust,
and punish bier for lier rejectian ai Henri and lier destruction
ai bis plans, by forcing lier ta the concession for which slat
bad despised bier htisband, but lie ias not readv ta scanrialize
sncaety, or ta inrense Mi. Lavil by having lier fade like a
flan-cc an bis grasp. The banker %vas now connalescent, and
growing amperiaus in lis denîand for bas granc-daugliter ta
camte dowr ta bint tNismes. fi w.ouldt fot bc easy ta quiet
bim rnucb langer viitb tht plea that Eg.lantine bersei refused
ta leave the chatean, and M. Renau right flnd it liard ta
carry ont thie rernaining part af bis revenge, if NI L-vaI
sboutd take matters in bis onn and, and cone up in persnn
ta Beaumont.

I must insist that yau spend a couple ai bours in the
garden every day," lhe ivent on suavely, yet %vith sarnething
in bis tone that rerinded bis lstener ai the master. «' It is
uecessary for the child's healîla as wve.i as yours, ihat you tuke
marc exercise. I will glive strict orders tluat tht soldiers and
newv servants leave ynn unmolested, and Marie shaîl always
watcb aver the babe while you -are gane "

The mother liiaed bier eyes for a mnomnt ta bis lace, and
then fixed them once mare on the floar. He mnight safely
enougb open bier prison-doors, and bid lier wander ta the
ends ai the eartb wbile hie kept tht babe in lis awn grasp;
hie knew well she wvould flot stray far frram that craille ; but
the bint in reicrence ta bier child's lcalth toncbed a secret
terroir in lier beart, and stinuuated bier toa a;aI herseli ai the
perrni5sion thus accorded. And every day aiter that, the
young madame miglîr bc seen wvalking slowly ta and Ira in
ont ai the avenues ai the bocage. Hec long seclusaon-er
youth, beauty, and many sorrowvs-ba.d excited rnuch interest
anong the new retainers ai the chatean, but NI.Renau's orders
were perernptory . madame was not ta bc spaken ta or an-
terfered with in anv way . and airer hl was discovered that
sbe preferred tht patb leadiag ta the fig and olive plantation
an the side ai tht bill, nether soldiers nar servants ventured
inta that part ai tht park during tht hour that site took bier
airing. Eglantine badl chosen the path because al cominanded
a good vicw oailber chamber ivindowv, and through every open-
ang in tht trees site could look up and sec Marie sttang at
work beside tht cbild's craille. WVhen the view n-as inter-
rupted by tht sbrubbery shte wauld waik, with lier eyes cast
ripou tht ground, taking na notire ai the brgbi autumrn
hcauty ai the woods abont lber ; soanetimes sce would be
compelled ta rest for a few momuents ail ane ai the rustic
seats placed bere and there in the wood, and then ste ivuld
sit so mute and mationlesr, nitb listîcss hands drapped upan
bier lap, that the birds bapped about unscared ut lber iect, and
even a timid rabbit would noav and tiien scurry acrass bier
path.

It was as site sat thus ane day, a little deeper in the shadle
titan usual, for the sunitvas warm-tbat site saw a servant
coming down tht avenue with a basket ai grapes on bis arm.
She badl noticed thetmri noîce or twicc before, dressing tlue
flower-borders on thet errace, andi Marie had told bier tluat lue
'vas anc ai tht ncw gardeners. But vitatln-as lueebîîmmîng as
bc strollcd carecssly along ? Tht sharp, penetrative voice,
whth a strong nortbern accent, brought the wnrds tn lier car,
tbaugb rbey were scarcely spnken above bis breaîh '

I waited paitently for tht Lord, and bie inclined bis ear
unta me, and beard nmv cry."

Wliat conld il nîcan ? Who could bc sa mad as ta sing
anc ai Clement Mal.rot's psalrns under tht very %vals ai the
chateata? as tht man a recusant Huguenot-did lie kun-w
what lie 'as daing? Wbv had lie chosen tht words that sa
peculiarly suited bler case ? Surcly YI. Renata would flot
empioy any but stauncb Catholics in bis service. Site cist a
frigbtened, burried look at the figure approacbing bier. She
bad ccrtainly neyer seen tht man hciarc. Ht bad stopped
bumming the psalm, and was whistling an air, wicb had
been a great favourite arnong"tlue work-pcoplc ai La Rochele;
tht sound woke tiemories n-hicli madeclier tremble, but tht
gardeuier 'vas evideotly <luire unconsciaus ai bier proximitv.
Ht sceered absorbcd in same abject upon the opposite walII
apparentlv hie wouîd have passtd ber, wtboit taWk*ng any
notace ofaiber presence, had n,r bis basket ;,ostled ag:umnçt .
low-banging baw and prat ai the cnnte-nts spilledr on the
ground at bier fecet. litn-as a mament's worI- ta gather the
fruit up.vqbicklv and ta laurry an bis îvay, but Eglaintanres
quick car badl caugbt a iwhisper in that second.

" Becamforted, dean lady, i fîcnds are neair."
Notbing more,; and beicre she could rallîylber stattltdl

senses, and trrvta question him, lie nas out ai sight
Thae next day she n-as earicr ;n uthe p;trk ,thîn çîl,t, -inr

remaaned longer; but thougli st could sec Pepin-as Marie
bail told bier tht soldiers liad nicknamed the gandener, an
accotant ai bis low stature-working at somte distance, bie did
flot dare ta camte near cnougli for ber ta venture ta speak ta
bimt. The next day and the next site dîd not set bim at ail,

.bTemamentary excitement kindled by bis 'vords ilickcred
out. Site had ehhter been tht victim ai a cruel hoax, or tIse
ber brain 'vas beginning ta give way, and she had imagined
tht wbole affair. But suddenly, on thet irb nîorning, as site
sat witb closed eyes in bier accustomed seat in thteîvood, a
bouquet of flan-crs was laid beraveen lier ringcrs Slic opened
ber ecs anstartly ; there n-as no ont near lier, but Il'pin, at
a littît distance n-as trirnming the olcankler busbcs. As soon
as be saw that bc was observcd, and that she w.,; about ta
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corne to bii, he shook bis head and retreated slowly, looking
at the flowers in ber hand. Then Eglantine sav a slip of

palier, laid in the cup of the white lily in the centre af the
buncbi. She drew it out witb trembling fingers. Pepin
smiled and nadded, laid his finger on his lips, and vanished
in the wvood. Tire note bore no visible characters, but this
tarne Eglantmne needed na hint to send ber hurrying back ta,
lier chainber, and, as soan as the &oor wvas was securely las-
tened bebind her, to ligbt a candie, and bald the scrap of
paper ta the flame. As she bad alternately hoped and feared,
the wrîting was Rene's ; but wvhat did his message mean?
Ail at once a hundred hammers began ta beat on lier brain
and tbe world ta recede from bher grasp.

IlNot in the cbateau-pool, but in the prison of Toulousei
not faithless, but believing."

That wvas ail ; but the next moment Eglantine La Roche,
witlî a transfigured face, was pressing tbe bit of paper ta ber
bieast and sobbing ber busband's name. Then sb adil ot
nnardered huit ; if lie ias dead-and even in ber flrsr rush of
jay she wvas flot bl'nd ta tbe careful wording of Rene's mes-
sage-be lhad not died by bis own hands, but suffering for the
truth. I Not laitbless, but believing." For many minutes she
could do nothing but sit quiet and take in the intense relief of
the tbaugbt. Not until naw did sbc realize how lieavy bad
been the weigbt ai remorse wbich had been crusbing out ber
very life. IHe must bave gone back ta Nismes and witbdrawn
bis recantatian, white sbe lay there dumb witb misery, holding
herseli guilty ai bas deatb, and reproaching Gad. He had
witnessed a good confession, bad kept the faith, and fougbt a'
good figbt white she bad believed laim a reproacb amang bis
people, and an autcast from tbe mercy of bis God. White
sbe bad been maurning him as undone, be was perbaps re-
joicing befare tbe tbrone. Did M. Renau kow this aIl this
wbile ? I was not possible that Henri coutl have been cast
anto prison without bis knawledge, Was thîs the reasan why
lie had kept ber there a prîsaner, had intercepted Rene's let-
ters, and dîsmîssed ait the aId servants lrom the place? Had
be been afraid that tbe truth would reacb, and nerve ber saut
ta a resistance wbicb nothing could overcome? Or liait it
anly been ta gratify bis revenge for ber tbwarting af bis
plans, tbat becliad inflicted upon ber tbese slow m.mnths ai
torture ? Witb a dawning consciausness ai the cruelty and
craft tbat bail been slawly enfolding ber wif'a its caîls, the
unbappv warnan buried bier face an ber hands. As she did so
bier browv carne an contact wmtb the marbie crucifix on ber
dressing-table, and a law cry ai despair escaped bier lips. For
a marnent sbe had forgotten ber own fait and hopeiessness af
ail returai for ber. But nom ih rusbed back upon ber witb
averwbelming force. The path ai restoratian, wbich Henri
bad trodden witb sucb unfaltering leet, for ber was irremedi-
ably closed. If it bad been tao much for ber ta put those
baby-ban. away from ber a few weeks befare, it was bun-
dred tîmes more impossible naw tbat tbe small face tapon ber
breast was growîng every day more spiritualty fair. A terrible
conviction liait fallen upon bier. Ever since ber abjuration,
little Gabrielle bad been slowly failing, and the delicacy,
which could easily be accounted for by ber own days aand
niglits ai grief, bad for the conscience stric*ken mother but ane
signiticance. God had taken notice af ber sin aiter ail, and
was about ta enter anta judgrnent. She bad let ber chîld
carne between tbem, and bc was a very jealaus God.

.IIHenri ! HenriJ neither in tbis world or in the next wilt
I ever sec tby face again 1 Ilsbe cried, despairingly.

But tlîe longing ta bhear more, ta learn exactly what had
been bis fate, was stranger than ber anguish, and as early
next marnîng as she cauld leave the bouse witbout excîtang
suspicion, she was in lber aId seat in the wood. To ber intense
relief, she had flot been there more than a few moments,
whben sbe saw Pepin coming down tbe avenue. This tirne bc
came directly toward ber and took off bis cap.

IIM. Renaa left for Nismes this marning, madame, ta be
gone ail day, and the men arecrnaking merry aver some borne-
brewed aie. \'e may speak, safeiy for a few moments."

Elantane bad rîsen trembling at his approacli.
-"Have you brouglit me furtlier tidings?" she faltcred.
I'cpîn took a ring from bis cap, and placed it an lber

hand.
"«IC' ale drs lt write more, madame. This is

bis token, that you may ask me what you like."
Tbe pledge biadt been bier motber's dying gift ta, Godfrey

Chrvalier, and biadt been banded down ta bas son. As lier
fingers closed aver it, Eglantine's beart told ber that Rene
must have à>een as sure afibis man's fidelity as ai bas own
sou), ta bave trusted ham wîtb it. She fia longer feared ta
utter tbe questions bavering on bier îîps.

IlIs my husband still living?
Pcplin's eycs felI.
IlGod only knows that, dear lady. M. Cbevalier would

flot feed you witb false bopes."
IlBut be bas no positive assurance of bis tceatb il I
l'He can bc sure ai notbing, except tbat M. La Roche bas

flot again faltered. Tbe doctor as certain bis enemnies would
bave publisbied st far and wîde if tbey bradt been able a second
time ta mave bîm."

"Then bc did withdraw bis abjuration?"
"i>ablacly, madame, in the great cathedral at Nismes. I

%vas myseli a speciator, and saw him struck down and
dragged back ta prison, but flot before bic utteredl words wbach
have gonc rangang througbout Languedoc. Is there a timad
licart abo)ut ta forsake tbe trutb, a backslader who fears tal
re:urn t-at as anly necessary ta repeat wbat M. La Roche said
of the peace of conscience that as sweeter tban liue and
liberty, and the weak grow strang, and the faint-bearted
bold."

Pepin stapped suddenly, far bis listener had sunk down
tapon the bencb and cavcred ber face with bier bauds.

IlAnd ail these weeks 1 bave been suifered ta belaeve him,
dcad-goaded ta the act by my awn words-to tbank bas name
was a reproacb and a snare among bis people. Cruel, cruellîl,
she mioancd. And tben sbe looked up once more, and fixed
ber mournitîl ees tapon the messenger. I I was my just pun-
isbment. Yes, 1 know Rene wrote ta me, and M. Renat
interceptedl the lcttcrs ; but it was God wba saw 1 did flot
deservc ta know any better. It was flot anytbing I said that
made bim go back and witbdraw bis recantation. Who was
at ttaat savcd bim ? %Vas it Rene ?"I

Pcpan cast a burraed glance about him, and dropping on
bis kne, prcssed bis lips ta the hem ai bier dress.

IMadame, 1 have somcîbang ta tell you, if you can bear
ta bear it It is wnitten ai the Lord aur God . 'brused
reed will He flot break."3 '

She interrupted bim with au impatient gesture.
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" 1 can bear nnytbing after what I have believed for the
last six weeks. Tbe moments are passing. Pepin."1

"I1 sawv M. La Roche the niglit lie left the chateau. Nay,"
as she turned suddenly dead and white, Il'contrai yourself,
dear lady, or you will neyer bc able ta bear me tbrotîgb. 1
bad gane up inta the bills ta seek a bidîng place for my %ville
and little anes. It was no longer sale for tbem at Ladeve, and
1 had promised ca stop overnight wich AI, Cheva lier, ta Jet
him know wbhat success 1 bad met witb. As 1 rode down the
hill, I suiv mistress Agnes gatbering cresses ut the lake yan-
der. I tbougbt ivuws late for bier ta be ottnaone, for the twi-
ligbt was falling, sa I left my borse by the rond, und went
dawn ta carry bier basket for bier. Slîc bad iust put in tbe
last bit ai green, and was banding it ta me, îvben we beard
sore ne crnnning bard and fast down the terrace, and the
next nicment a gentleman broke the brusbwood, and pulling
off bis coat and doublet, wouid bave leaped inta tbe wattr,
wlien bie saw Mistress Agnes laoking lit him."

1>cpn paused, and looked uneasily at his auditor. Eglan-
tne bad hidden bier lace once more an lber hands, but she
made lîim a burrîed sirnaltot proceed, and lie obeyed.

"She looked like an ange], madame, standing there in the
dim ligbr, witb lier white dress and golden hair, and the gen-
tleman-I did nat knoiv then îvho bie was-stared at bier as if
she F ad indeed been a vision fromt anather warld. The mo-
ment saved bis lie. The next instant sbe bad laid bier band
on bis arrn. 1Wbat were you goîng ta do do, M. Henri?' I
I beard bier ask liîm, und at that a great rernbiing fell on
bim. He turned away and ;teaned against a tree.' Doflot
ask me," lie said ta bier. 'l arn mad witb trouble; my pun-
isbmeut is greater tban I can bear.' I had fia rigbt ta listen,
madame, but I could flot go and leave the young lady there
atone, and I bad a feeling I mîgbt bc needed presently. She
seemed ta understand everythang ut once ; she is as grave as
as a woman, the doctor's young sister. 'VYotabave signed
the recantatian,' I beard bier say ta bim once more, and
wben hie groaned, and sbrank away from bier, she turned very
pale, but kept lier hand upon bis shouider. ' Oh, 1 arn so
sarry, sa very sarry,' she saiiand then sbe took bis band*and
raised ta b ler lips. ' Yan did flot do it untit you were sorely
tempted, I arn sure ai that. Was it flot ta save my cousin
Eglantane and vour lttle daugter ?' And at that lie burst
anta tears, sucb tears as I hope neyer ta sce a strong man sbed
again. And when I ca-aId see tbraugh the blur that rose ta
my awn eyes, bie was lying on tht ground, and she was on bier
knees beside bim."

An uncontrollable sab brake fram Eglautine. Pepin
paused at once and looked anxiousty at bier.

"Madame is flot strong enougb ta hear mare," bie said
pityingly.

"I deserve ail I suffc r,"»ivas tbe cboked anspter. I Go
on i I would becar the rest naw, tbougb Ni. Renau stood at my
side.Y

IlWben bie grew quiet, bie tald bier that bis wifé bad re-
buked hirn for bis weakness, and reiuscd ta accept tbe salety
lie had purcbased for bier îith bis dishonour, and that bie
wauld flot save himself alan, and bie cauld nat lave here ta
sec bier suifer, and know that bas fait was a stumbling-block
ta bis people and a boast among bis enernies. 1 I boped, in
another land, ta begin a humbler and better lufe, but that is
airover naw,' bie said ta bier ; « I had given Gad the second
place in my heart, and He bas punisbed me.'

"' Would vota decide diflerently, if it was ta be donc aver
again?' she asked him, and lie litred liEs head and looked at
bier.Ill I would suifer a bundrcd deatbs before I wauld let go
my bold on God's truth agaîn,' lie answered ; « I begin ta sec,
Agnes it was wartb more than ail else in the warld ; but it is
too late ta talk ai that naw.'

«'« It is flot toi late for God ta farggive, nor for you ta
go back ta Nismes.' She said it quietly, madame, as tbougb
it were the ani tbing ta bc donc. I trernbled as I heard bier;
I knew better tban she the icry patb she ivas pointing out,
and sa dad M. La Roche. But lic started up as tbaugbh e
bad heard the voice af an ange). She mis riglit, lie sait) ; bce
wauld go back ta Nismes and witbdraw bis recantation -be
wondered lie had flot tbougbt ai it before. And there was fia
tbrnc ta lose, for M. Rcnata must naw suspect bis purpose.
And then I saw my time bad came, and I went and kricît at
bis feet. He looked tbunderstruck for a moment, for untal
then hie had tbougbt barnseif atone wîtb Mastress Agnes, but
I thank somethang an mv lace totd ham lbe nced flot fear, and
wben 1 saad my borse was at the roade'de, and wouid bie use
it for tbe trutb's sake, hie tbanked me and said I was God's
messenger, and it was a token for good. Mistrcýs Agnes
would have rua ta fetcb ber brother, but an that point lie was
firm. He even made bier promise that she wv2uld flot mention
baving seen him, untit sbe ad heard from Nasmes that be ad
accomplisbed bis purpose. It would be bctter for the doctor
and bis mother ta bc able ta say tbey bad neither scen nor
beard ai bim wben searcb was made ; noa anc wauld îbink ai
asking bier. He was resolved now, came what migbt, flot ta
adbcrc ta bis recantatian, but bie wanted, if possible, ta witb-
draw it publiclv, and undo sornetbing ai the barm bie bad
doue. And then bie made bier put bier arrns about bis neck,
and promise ta pray for bim every day. He bad lcarued lus
own weakncss, bie said, and could not stand unlcss God would
belp bim. And then I saw bis lip tremble, madame, as lie
glanced back at tbe chateau. Hc had been very angry wben
be parted wîtb bats wilc, bie saîd, and bad spoken words bie
wauld Rave mucb ta recaîl, bat it was impassible for him ta
go back now. Mistress Agnes must sec bier, and telltlber so
-tell lber that lie would lave bier ta bis dying day, and that
sbe muîst neyer reproacb berseli for wbat she bad donc. It
was better so, ; bie nigbt neyer nave given God the first

E lace in bis beart wbitle bead bier, and lic would try ta mneer
er an a better world."

INeyer." Eglantane started from bier scz,< and confronted
bier messenger wîtb a lrightencd took in lber ..1esIl"Do flot
say that word again. It is impossible for mi' ta go back.
Tell M. Chevalier sao; telt him tbat I thank la'mnfor bis mes-
sage, but bie must nat try ta cammunicate wîtb me again.
There is a gulf fixed betwcen us."

But Pepin stili knelt at ber feet.
IlDo nat send the doctor back a message like that,

madame. He will not rest until bc gets you aut oaIfM.
Rcnau's kecpinig. Nay, listen ta me one moment. I wear the
sieur's livery, but I amnlitre only in your service, ta watcb
and wait for the marnent when we may rtlcmpt ta rescaje
you ; the doctor and jean Boucau have already devised a
sceme-"1

But she wotuld hear fia more; she was white whb terror,


