
ivhicli appeais in the pages of the able quarterlV,
Tie FLJytm uù. publishcd in Newv York..
H-e makzes a rapid survcy of the last lîundred ycars
ini dilkrcnt aspects, and reaclies tlîe conclusion legiti-
mately tlat pe.ssimism ki unjustifiable. Not mucli
tine is %wastcd in thc recapitulation of the material
adeinîces made during the century, mnaitîl>' oing ta
tlîe magnuifictit scientific dký,coverics and adaptations
for wl'idî Iitîe cenitury iill bc notcd. That ii a star>'
witli wilîi cvery' one is familiar.

Even 1111(er cruel destiotisrns the laws cnacted are,
ta a certain exteut, ait emnbudirnent af popular ideas
and sentiments. *Tite laws i force both in England
and tic United States, a centur>' ago, are naw regard-
cd as ittolerable. FLogging and torture %vcrc in-
flicted o11lîapless victims for trivial offences, and
capital puuîsNlîient %vas decreed for a large numiber
of crimevs' tîat now enlti! fine or imprisonmcnnt.
I)ebtors iwere allowved ta lanlgtili ini prison for years,
and hiad ta consort îith thc vlest criminals. IThe
state of the prisons in ail civilized couintries were
inany of tlîern a disgrace ta Ituianit>'. !La arc
not perfect, and e itixudel l)i-;oiis mxay have ilheir
dcfects, but onc hutndred >,cars lias niandu vast
changes for t better.

'flic uîxt subjuct Dr. Johinson selects for coin-
parison is l)apular gaines and sports. Tite coar.se-
uess and brutality %' hich chariiacturize:d the amuse-
inents wvould utot no%% bc tulcratud. Tite kiuds ofi
sport patroii.ed by nobility and atlier highi dignii-
taries are proscribcd b>' legal crnactmnent, anîd thioughi
tliere is pri;'c figliting aud similar brutalities, namned
_ýorts, thtat find l ticir admirers noiw, those wlîo est-
gage in titeni have ta eade tlhc police %vith wliat
dexterity they can. Bull-fighiting stilil ingers in
Spain, but it does not evoke Uice enthusiasmn it did
ini days gouîe by, and is less frequcut titan formcrly.
Gambliing is tao prevalent yet, but in past genera-
tions it %Vas a passion1 thtat fcîv cared ta mcesist. In
tliose days governuments sanctiotied lottemies for tule
purpose afi imcrcasiflg te publie revenues. Thtis
metlîod af deludiuîg people wvith the idea that
tlîey cati obtain moue>' for notlîing lingers still,
and is somectimnes fourid %vire iL ilever should have
been and neyer slîould be-itlîe Christian Clîuircli.

Juîtenpeacc is a great and terrible cvii, but in
regard ta it the pragress 15 casil), discernible. At
the beginning ai the century the use of intoxicants
ma>' bc said ta have been universal, and total
abstinence a comparative!>' rare virtue. A mai, even
iu any protuinetît position, who ias avercorne b>'
strong drinik rarely stfcered in the public estecm,
and tîhe iacts emibodied ini the histor>' ai the past
show tlîat inearl>' a hutndrcd years ago cIe cr.ie
iveme not ahvays the most abstemiaus ai men. The
relations ai capital aud labour are thouglît ta be
strained in aur day, yet at the beginning af the ccii-
tury, ivorkmen ivere little better tian slaves. Tite
progmess af the îvarking mati lias been ini an upivamd
direction. Praper and hammoniaus relations betitqeni
emiplayers and employccs ma>' uaL yet have been

*adjusted, but the tiine will camte hen te>' iill be.
Autagonismn is uaL, anîd cannot ultimatel>' be, their
normal conditiotn.

Dr. jalitîsat spcaks rather charil>' ai the press.
He acknowlcdgcs its pow.er and influence wviile ad-
verting ta some of its more obviaus defects and its
emiplaymcuît someitimes on ehe side ai èevih. V/ar is
flot yet banislied, but its evils are in some degrec
mitigatcd. If not an absumdity, it mnay be said that
evcn %var is more humane titatn i was in former
timtes. The sentiment oppased ta the sword as a
mcthod oi settling national quarrels is grawingy and
gives evidence that itwiil!conltinuetLagroîv. Willing

*ta concede as Dr. Johinson is ail tlîat cati be said
*against the Churchi of the preseut, lie succeeds i

showing tlîat religion lias made great advanccs ini
numbers and influence and lias iîîcmascd in spiritual
power and purity. The conclusions ta îvhich lie
camecs are tlîat the wald, on the ivhole, is mending;
the best cure for pessimism, lie says, is a dose ai last
century; the aId faitlî lias flot Iost its grip ; infidelit>'

*cani neyer take a iide and enduring lîold ai the
masses; the perpetuit> ai Clîristianit>' 15 assured;
and his lasL point hias a word ai practical exhortation
in it, wve ouglit tai believe in aur agerand take the en-

*cauragement ai its pragress, and strike heartier
blows for God and truth.

'THI CANADA PRESBVTERIAN,

LITE! s'LIVNGA;i,. (Boston - Litteil&
Co.)-This most valuiable wcckly continues ta
supply its readcrs, witlh the choiccst and best of cur-
rcnt literature.

ST. Nîcitoî.,%s. (New Y'ork: The Centtury Co.)
- \Vhat the Cei î'zny ik for aduit readers, St. Nichiolas
is for th;e riig genration-ani instructive, varied,
and attractive inonthly, copiously and artistically
illustrated.

IIARI'iR's YOUNG lEPE. .(Ncw v Y rk -lar-
per &S lirothcers.)-Tlhc wcckly issue of thk valuable
periodicitl, sa cagerly looked for b>' its admiring,
young fricnds, continues ta supply them i itîx varicd,
intructivc, and cntertaining rcading inattcr fincly
and plentifully illustratcd.

liii TRI--A,''RV FOR PASTOR AND I'EOPIE.
(Ncw X'York E. B. Tret)-Thce pastor liooired
with portrait and sketch ki) r. M. IB. liartoni, of

MnngomryAlabamna. The Sermions and Leading
Thautghits of Serinons are good, amiong tic latter
%vill bc found one by Rev. A. IB. Mackay, of Cresccnt
Street, 1M-ottre. the Iliotier contcît i, fthc numiber
are varicd, valuiable and u.sefuil.

A 1 uo..1, C M î~ .~L NTI:Gosv'ei,
ACLonÙîs(, 10 Alkk By Rev. 1divin W. Rice,
DUD. chiLadc1phia - The Amecrican Sunday School
Union.-Tlîat this ks a nerîtorious little *work is
cvinced b>' the fact titat alrcady it lias reaclied a
third edition. It is worthy of the popular favour
extended ta it. As Mark's Gospel forms Uie teý-' of
Uic current International Lessoni Sehieme, Sabbatlî
school teachers and advanced schalars îill find it a
vcry serviceable lhclp.

Tin: METIIODIST MAGA~ZINE. (Toronto: Wil-
liain Briggs.)-The Mcthllodist ilagaz~ine begins its
twcîity-nintlî volume îitli the New Year, and it
makes a good hegiinning. Papers of special in' crest,
several af tlîem excellently illustrated, are " Life ini
Modern Pale ,tinc," " Balloons and Ballooning,"
" On Some Supposed Consequences of tlhc Doctrine
afilHistorical l'rogr-ess," by Professor Goldivin Smith.
A neîv stary by Amelia E. Barr is begun. lThe
lion. Senator Macdonald writcs a paper on " Cliris-
tian Union." The number is ane of great excel-
lence.

TH1E HQ.iLLETic REVIEW. (New York: Funk
& Wagnalls ; Toronta: William Briggs.) - Tfli
Homilvtic begins the year with the first number af
a new volume anîd an excellent niimber it is. TIhe
H-omiletic Section contains the following interesting
papers: "«The Duty of the Church iith reference ta
the Specuilative Tendencies af the lime," by Dr. F.
F. Ellinwood ; «"Darivin's Arguments against Chris-
tianity and against Religion," by 1rofessor Warfield;
,,Taîstoi," by William C. Wilkinson, D.D.; " Modern
Roman Catholicism," by 1rofessor George H.
Shodde, Pli.D. The Sermonic and other sections
are repletewiith valuable and attractive material.

SCRIB-,NER'S MAGAZINE. (Newv York: Chiarles
Scribner's Sans.)-Scribincr. begins the year iith
excellent promise. "Castie Lufe in the Middle
Ages," takes us back ta a vanished past and gives
us glimpses af the life lived in feudal times.
«IRailivay Management " anîd " The Invalid's World "
are bath full af interest and information. he paper
an " japanese Art Symbols " iitli illustratians de-
signed by artists in Japan, cannot fail ta secure at-
tention. Robert Louis Stevenson's story, " The
Master af Ballantrae," graws in interest as it ad-
vanices. The otiier contents ai the numbýr arc fully
up the high standard af excellence this mast admir-
able mantlîly hias uniformly maintaiuîed.

HARPER'S MAGAZINE. (Newv York: Harper &
Brotlers.)-Thie first number of the Newv Year opens
iithà "«Commodus, a Play," by *Gcncral Leiv Wal-
lace, wvhich affords scope for striking illustration.
"Mý-anufacturing Industry in Ireland," by Commis-
sioner MacCarthy, ai Dublin, is valuable for the
amaunt of information it conveys. Arclideacon
Mackay-Smithi's paper on " The Clergy and the
Times " is clever and intercsting. " Commelîts on
Kentucky" are in Charles Dudley Warner's hap-

piet.vin.A nt cîv ril -- 1,ork aificton,-h-chpro

mises ivell, i berun hy C'san 'Feiuncre Volt
çon. A nuniiber ai other descripthe îpapur-; iel>'
illusýtrated. and the custoni.iiý dc;,.îutnicnt tinlcte
a splendid nîiber cof thi.s ftrmilv c-4aliiicd nionthl>'.

hmî CNr'n. New ,V.,'il, . The CLtury
Co.) -Tlie Jaîuary nitber 1îa tiqa 'qrs nf great
iilteres;t ta reader.s aif aîti_-tiI7 1 rcdilectioits. 1l'mc
spciitins ai Giottoa". wurk and Ittic cttlittire i
Ohin Wýarner arc iuily rcp)r<'dticedl. -Plia'. Ire-
1l-iud," Il Round labout G!l"and tîhe - West lPoint
ai the Con feder,-cy-," afford iiutterc ,tis-nd uJiustruc-
tiî'e redug anîd fine %sujcts, for îîictoriaxl illtstra-
tion. The'l e"Lifé of 1Lixcoin" and 'Mr. Keuinau's
Siberian experiences are ab,ýotbing1% fiutcrcsting and
are renîarkably wu'lt told. In ii fi.tit the xîunber
is spjecially strouîg. lThe (.,anadLi ust''rî-, .Ru.-
mtance a of la d JG. W. Cable's "- Str.ang-e
Truc Stories ai Louiisiana" arc admirable, an tdieui
tliere arec lever short stories, poeii', .and thete suial
attractive fcatun -, f tUit5 ta111011011:îonll.

P~u~rur.REI<dN A I lelp for the Comn.
mn tDa) _s. By J. 1". Milier, D.). . 1Iildlli
Presbytcrian Boatrd of lulct' u.-his tnt iuLes-
sar>' ta speak iz ftîîs tic%%- b' 'oh furtlivr din to sav
tlîat it is desîiuted ta bc a cînpauion to tlîc
autlîor's "X'ekDyRluu ut" icît hlias met iwitlî
Suich kiulIY aInd coniitumîcdlaium.I'ractical Re-

ligiux s mantta elpitsuaders ta luvu ont tlîc
religion ai Justis Chrîist ini their tiauly cinuiot lives.
It consists ai tuieuty-six cliaptetsý, the title~ i fwlicli
îî.ill gi% e a fait idea of tlîe copc te( the 1) is, he
Swecet Odour aif rayer, Tîte B osfsu(gai uictiess,
X'c H-ave Doute It Uuto Me, Trauiforned b>' Be-
holding, Beiuîg Cltritians on ý'ck l>a>'s, Conupen-.
satiot in ifu, l'lie Costaofliing a BlIessii-, ié as
a Laddcr, Secds of Liglit, Lookling at the ih
Side, For l3etter or \Vturse, Il)ûoc Vu Nexte
Tlîyng,," People as Meatîs ai Grace, shail \Vu
";V«.Ji r>'? A Word about Teuuper, l'orivard aJnot
Bach-, lTe l)uty' of Forgcttimîg Sormawv, Pcople WVho
F.ail, Living \"ictoriotislv, Shut In, Ipftul J'copie
Tired Feet, Hands, A Study, Learniuig aur Lessans,
Broken Lives-, Corniiîg ta thec Eiîd.

TUE -,ATLANTIC MMIIV. <Boton HJ-ougli-
toti, Mifflin & Co.-If the ,llhwt1ic Mlo»4 '/:/y cou-
tittues thtrougltout 1889 ta give iLs readers as cltarm-
kng a variet>' ai really gtond( articles; as appear in its
January number, bath editor and public arc ta be con.-
gratulatcd. Mm. Jamies's new utovel "lThe Tragic
Muse"I opens te number unast worthiil>' ; t editor,
Mr. Thonmas Bailcy Aldrichi, lias a pocun ai the
Gloucester fislîe-folk, Il Alec Yeaton' Sonu.:" Mar-
garet fleland, atm tIor ofe" Johnui \ard, Pireaclier-," con-
tributes a short star>' called «" Mm. Tommîy Dove."
"IPalin Sutîda>' in Puebla de las Auîgelcs IIis dcscibcd
b>' F. Hopkiuisou Snmith. ý. "cme withoout some papers
wliichi are sterlinîg contributionis ta poitical aud
social sciceice, theielcziitie lias for equipmetît in
this dcpartment, Il A DifficuIt ?robleiniin Polities,'"
by Frank Gayhomd Cook, anîd anc ai Lille Cliace
Xyman's II Studies ai Factory Life." Professor
Sltaler, ai Harvard Unilversity, camsiders '«The
Atlantic Prablem in Educatiom II; anîd tItis bings us
ta I-ardy's seial, IlPausse Rose," now at the vcry
higliest pitcli ai its intemest> anîd in spite afitis mcdia2-
val pcriod, carrying the reader otîwama esistlessl>'.
Papers b>' Philip Dymaud, jahnu Fiske, auîd Oliv'e
Tliorne Millezr, po)etry by Louisc Chandler i4aultan,
aud otiers, and careful eviews ai tle newest books
close this iuteresting and thoroughly admiraole
nu mbe r.

RECEIvED.-TH-E OîLD IISTAMEN'T STruDENT
'%VITlI NEWV TESTAMIEN,.T SUi'PLEMENT ; (Neiv
Haven, Conti.) PEARL OF DAVs; (Newv York:
Wilbur B. Ketchum.) SUNDAV SCI IOOL BANINER, FOR
IEACiIER-S AND YOUNG PEOPLE; (Toronta: XVil-
liaru lriggs.) S2ULLN'S COLLEGE JOUR\2AL-, (King-
stan.) TUiE PRESJn'TERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL;
(Moutreal.) MNANITOBA COLLEGE JOURNAL ; (Winu-
nipeg.) TI-IE SIDEIULAL ME-SST'NGER OR MýIONTIILY
REVIEW aoi AbTRONOMY ; (E dited b>' William Wý.
Payne, Carleton College Observator>', Nothfield,
Mi.> 111Er NEWv MoON; (LowelI, Mass., Newv
Moon Publishiug Ca.) THE STABILITY 0F PRICES ;
(Baltimore; American Econmic Association). 111E
SANITARIAN; (New York: The American Newvs
Company.)
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