. 8 Barron, and report at the evening sederunt,
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The commit
A8 tec reporting favourably, and pieces for public trial haviag

g been heard in the open court, it was agreed to license both
andidates, and also to ordain Mr, Court,  In accordance
B iherewith, Messrs, Barron and Court were solemnly set
¥ qpart to tho office of the Gospel ministry as above iniie
B ated. Extract minutes of the Assembly Records were
NN 1ead, granting-leave t0 Rev  Alexander Smith to rettre
from the active duties of the ministry, also a minute grant-
ing leave o Presbytery to receive Mr, J. M, Wilsonas a
licentiate of the Presbyterian Church of Canadn., An ap-
plication  from dr, George Ambler for the position f
teacher of the Okaaese Schoul accompanied by lctters of
accommodativa, was read and seferted to the Foreign Mis
son Commuttee, Applications for aid for Churches from
the Church and Manse Boacd were read and rec ymmended
to the favuurable cunsiderativn of the Buard 4um Cha
tie, Monticth and Torbulton, A deputation f om Rose
dsle was heard anent future supply, whereupon it was
agreed that Dr. Robertsan visit the field and report to the
next meeting of the Presbytery. Mr. McTavish tendered
his resignation of the Moderatorship of the interim Session
of Brandon congregation, which was accepted. Other
members wishing to be relieved, a new Session was organ-
ired, coosisuiug of Rev. S. C, Fraser, M.A., Moderator ;
Robertson, Bch, Rowand and Anderson, ministers; Rich-
ards, McCaul and Nicol, elders. It was agreed that Mr.
Stalker preach in Brandon next Sabbath, and state the
action of the Presbytery anent the call to Mr. Dastan.
Mr. McTavish presented claim for $16 which, he had paid
fur service 1n s own congregation while daing work in
Brandon, which claim was referred to the flome Mission
Committes, By ?rcvious agreement, the order for Wednes
day evening was the hearing of the report of the Presbyterial
\Woman's Foreign Mlsionnr)- Saciety. The society report
ed eleven auxilianes, five of which had been been adied
during the year. The sum of $369 had been raised by the
society during the year, an increase of $274 over last year,
The officers for the ensuing year are : Mrs. McTavish, (.Zhar
ter, president ; Mrs, Murray, Neepawa, first vice president ;
Mrs. Bel!, Portage, second vice president ; Mrs. Haig, Cy
press, third vice-president ; Mrs, Murryy, Brandon, corres-
ponding secretary 5 Mrs. H. M. M. Campbell, Portage, re-
cording secretary 3 Mrs. Dr. McDiarmid, treasurer. Mis-
sionary addresses were delivered by Messrs. Murray and
Wilson, also by Mrs Cuthbertson, a returoed Foreiga Mis-
sionaty of the Awmerican Presbyterian Church. It was
agreed that the next regular meeting of the Presbytery be
held in Mintedosa, Tuesday, September 4, at half-past
seven o'clock p.m. Mr, Hodges reported that he bad dis-
pensed the Lord’s supi)cr at two stations in the Pipestone
district, and that he also ordained and inducted elders in
and for soid field. The following Presbytery clders were
reported : W, W. Miller, Portage; James Scott, Oak
Lake ; Thomas Bullock, Pipestone; R. S. Thompson, Cy
peess, and James Cummings, Charter. The Home Missinn
report was presented by Mr. Todd. received and adopted.
The substance of the report 1s as follows : Ministers were
sppointed to dispense ordmancss in the various missicn
fields wathin the bounds.  Supply of vacancies was left 1n
the hands of the Convener and the supenntendent. In
future Alexander station with Duin and Roseland constitute
a tield and the mouth of the Saskatchewan be umited to
Totbolton Field. Presbytery was recommended to take
action on-the réduction of the grant to Birtde from $300 to
$250. The Foreign Mission Committce also reported, and
the report was received and adopted. A committee was ap
pointed to draflt resolutions of sympathy with Me, Haig,
who, duniog the meeting of the Presbytery received intelli
ence of his father’s sudden deatk.  Also with Mr. Stalker,
fgxzd lately been similarly bereaved. The DPresbytery ad
journed to meet at Minnedosa on Tuesday, Sept. g, at half
past seven p.m.—S. C. MURRAY, FPres. Clerk.

MONTRBAL NOTES.

The Rev. J. McCaul, formerly of Stanley Street Church,
Montrzal, was inducied pastor of the Broxd Street Presby
tenan Church, Birmingham, England, on the 10'h of July.
Ta1s congregation has at present a membership of about 100,
The Charch accommodates 850 and the acﬁ siniag school
100m 600. The English Presbyterian Church has four con
gtegations in Birmingham, the Broad Street one teing the
most impirtant, as_well asthe oldest, the church haviog
been erected abaut fifty years ago.  The Sabbath schoo) has
aa average atteadance of 225.  This arguss well for the
future of the congregation uader Mr. McCaul. At a wel
cime social on the 13th Jaly, o large congregation was pre-
seat, including cight non-conformist ministers, who ex-
tended the right hand of fsllowship to the new pastor.  Oa
Sabbath the 15th, Mr. McCaul was iatroduced by tae Rev.
William Ross, of Glasgow, who preached in the moraing
ani evening. The Rsv. Dr. Worden, of Moatreal, was to
have taken one of these services, but was preveoted because
of the miscarrizge of a letter  Mr McCaul's maoy friends
here will be glad to learn of bis happy se*tlementio England.
and the hopeful prospect of success before him
Mi. Joho Siiling, the well knowa merchant and active
officsbearer of Crescent Street Charch here, met this week
wth a very sevare loss ia the death, by Jrowaing, of his
oaly son, 2 promising young man of twenty seven years of
sge. The general respectin which he was held was evi-
denced by the very large atteadanc and by the agmerans
floral off:rinzs at the funeral ov Thursdyy  Mr Srirling
has the warm sympathy of a large ciccle of friends in his
great sotTow,

The corner stone of the new St. Matthew's Presbyterian
Charch, Point Si. Charles, was 1aid in the presence of a larpe
congregation on Satutday afterooon by the Rev. Di. Was-
den, who was presentzd with & haadsome sitver trowel with
a suitable inscription. A short relizious service was con-
ducted by the pastor, the Rev W Cruikshaok, and ad

dressss weee delivered Yy *he Rev Profeseor Shaw, of the
Methodist Church, Rev, Dr Fraser, of Hamilton, and Mr
« Calin McArthur, The new church will accammodate zhout

goo comfortably. The style of architecture wil' be Romav
esque, boilt with Montreal stone,
dressed faciogs. Interiorly the conformation will be that
of a Greek cross, with a large dome in the centre. The
celling will be vaulted. Four large piers will su'gEort it
A handsome gallery will extend across the front. en en-
trances will b= spacious, Whea completed St. Matthew's
congregation will have one of the handsomest and most
modern churches in the city to worship in. At present 1t
is only intended to complete the basement, which will be
toofed over, and in which the congregation will worship
during the winter. The congregration has adopted the wise
resolution nnt to go into debt  Theground cost $3,100 and
has been pail for The work at present in progress will be
paid for also ; and the building will be gradually completed
as the funds come in  The church will cost $30,000.
Messrs Hutchison & Steel are {the [architects. The congre-
matisn now numbers 440 mambers, representing 220 families
with §no children and teachers in the Sunday school.
Great redit is due to the Rev W. R. Cruikshank for the
success of the enterprise thus far. He has personally col-
ccted upwards of $5,000 from friends in other Presbyter-
ian congregations of the city ; his own people have already
contributed $3,000 for the building and $7,000 are ex-

ected from the sale of the old church, making $15,000
or the new building in addition to the $3,100 raised for the
purchase of the site,

The Rev. Dr. Wells, of the Americaun Presbyterian
Church, went to England a month ago to consult an emi-
nent physician for his health. He cables this week that he
is much better, and hopes to retura in September quite re
stored.

The Rev. C. Chiniquy is at present on a visit to Mon
treal, He conducted service last Sabbath evening and
again on  Wednesday evening in Russell Hall, which was
filled on both occasions by a large and deeply attentive con
gregation. Mz, Chiniquy expects to remain in the city for
another two ot three weeks, and is to preach every Sabbath
evening and, on Wednesday, in Russell Hall (St. Toho’s
Church.

Mz, Black, Manager of the Presbyterian Board of Puebli
cation, Philadelphia, was 1n Montreal oun business this
week. He hopes to make such arrangemeants as largely to
increase the sale of the Board’s publications in Canada.

Rev. Hudson Taylor, of the China Inland Mission, and
Mr. Reginald Ratchiffe, of Liverpool, are to be in the city on
Sabbath, 19th 1nst., when they occupy severgl pulpits,
They are on their way home from Mr, Moody’s conference
at Northfield.

OBITUARY.
ARCHIBALD M'LACHLIN.

On the 10thinst,, the long and severe but patiently borne
sufferings of Mr. Archibald McLachlin, of St. Thomas,
Registrar of Elgin County, closed in death, He was 2 man
held 1n high esteern while be lived, and his worth will be
held 1n loving remembrance by all who knew him. For a
uife tme he was a resident of the county in which he died.
In his early days he knew by experience the hardships of
the pioneer's lot,  Being a capable and energetic man he
did not long remain on what was then a2 backwoods farm
but joined the teaching profession doing good and faithful
wmi. as his manner was through life. His next endeavour

was 1n the book and stationery business, which he carried
on 1 the town of St. Thomas, in those days though the
county seat, but a limited sphere for an extensive business.
On his book shelves was to be found 2 surprising assortment
of standard works in literature, philosophy, science and
theology. He founded the Canadian Home Feurnal which,
from 1ts general eccellence and the ability with which it was
conducted, soon rose to be one of the most influential jour-
nals in the west.  He held for a considerable time the posi-
tion of county school superintendent, and was deeply inter-
ested in educational advancement. He also held the office
of mayor-for a term. He was one of the most disinterested
and public spinted of aitizens, with no selfish ends to serve.
Whatever movement promised to advance the prospenty of
the town or the wellare of the pzople fourd 10 Mr. Mec-
Lachlin a2 zealou- and influenuial promoter, The Canada
Southern Railway owed much to his energetic advocacy.
Alma Ladies’ College 1s also deeply 1adebted to him for the
gencrous support he extended to that now flourishing insti-
tution, and it has recognized its obligation by naming the
new addition McLachlin Hall.

His religious convictions were deep aud sincere, His
attachment to the Presbyterian Church was cvidenced in
many ways. \While the town was small, and the Presb
terian cause not so strong as it is now, it always found in
Mr. McLachiin a warm friend and an indefatigable sup-
rorter. He has been known to undertake burdens from
which others would shrink. Whea there was a biteh in the
building of the charch that was discarded for the present
handsome edqifice, he manfully and hopefully came forward
and undertook the dithcult task of completiog the wotk, in
which he was, without unoecessary delay, successful,

Mr. McLachlin was a man of upright character avd unde
viating regard for all that was lovely, true and of good re
port. la every selation of life he was exemplary, and his
removal leaves ag unfitled blank. His is a record that sll
who know it will hold in deepest respect. His loss is
deeply mourned, his strong persupality will long be felt as
an soflacnce for good, 20d his memory lovingly cherished

/ _ALM4 LADIES COLLEGE.
/5 ST. THOMAS, ONTARIO.

Nearly 200 students io 1888, sixtern graduates and certi-
ficated teachers in the facalty.  Towl expenses fram 330 to
$60 per term, or from $150 1o $20 per year io advanee, in-
cloding music and fine arts,

‘Hal%tbe wusic and art graduates of this school are now
employed as tcachers io other colleges. Address, B, F.
Awstia, Principal,

fo treble work, with

| %a_bbatb School Eeachcv_.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS

so.et THE SPIES SENT INTO CANAAN. {™em.o>

1731
GoLpen Taxr.—Let us goup at once, and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it.—Numbers xiit.
30
SHORTRR CATECHISM,

Question 91,—This yuesuun bungs vut the radical differ-
ence between the teaching ol the Chasch of Rume and the
doctriaes of the bvan%chcal Church, which are the doctunes
taught in the Wurd of Gud. 1o telauun w0 ihie sacraments,
Kome claiws that it administered by a priest, whatever his
character, they are cfficacious, aod that the sacraments
themselves are of necessity means of grace, The question
clearly shuws that 1n the water of Laptism and the bread
and wine of the Lotd’s supper there is no essential virtua,
The minister who baptizes, and who dispenses the commun.
ion has no power, aither personally or officially, to make
the sacraments effective. \Vhat makes them means of grace
is the blessiog of Christ the King zad Head of the Church,
who iostituted them, the working of the Holy Spirit, and
the faith of those who receive them.

INTRODUCTORY,

After remaining in the encampment near Mount Sinai,
the children of Israel made a three days’ march into the
wilderness of Paran, and encamped at Kadesh Barnea.

1. Spies Sent Out.—The divine con .aand was that the
Ecoplc should go up and possess the promised land. They

ad never suffered by obeying God's command. He had
miraculously shiclded them and provided for their wants,
from the tume they had leit Egypt ; yet the evil heart of un-
belie{ was strong tnthem. It was their desire that messen-
gers should be sent to ascertain the state of the land to
which they were journeying. They had more faith in the
exercise of ordinary prudence than i the extraordinary pro
vidence of God. Leading men from each of the tribes were
selected, for the purpose of ascertaining by personal
observation the condition of the country, They received
their instructions from Moses. They were to *‘goup this
way southward,” that is, through the southern region of
Canaan, which was the least fertile portion of the land, ecx
tending northward from where they were encamped to near
Hebron, and ftom the Dead Sea on the east to the Medi-
terranean on the West. These messengers were to leara all
they could about the country, the nature of the soil, and its
capabilities, the number and character of the inhabitants,
their means of defence, and all information they could pos-
sibly glean. They were instructed to bring specimens of
the fruits of the land. It was the time of the first ripe
grapes, the latter part of July and beginning of August.

11, The Expedition of the Spies.—They set out on
«heur adventurous journey, and probably traversed the whole
of Palestine, from south to north, as the words ¢ they
searched the Jand from the wilderness of Zion unto Rehob,
as men come to Hamath,” seem to indicate. It is likely
that they did not all travel together, but separately, both to
obtain as much information as possible, and also for
theur satety, as they would be less likely to be objects of
suspicion travelling singly than in company. In due course
the town of Hebion was reached, where they found the
watlike tribes of Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, children of
Anak, renowned for their stature and valour. To the
north of Hebron in the valley of Eshcol, fiuits in great
abundance and perfection were found. Modern travellers
bear witness that it still yields plentifully the same kind of
fruits that delighted the spies sent out by Moses. The
spies cut down a large cluster of grapes, and ‘¢ they bare it
between two upon a staff” not necessarily because the
cluster was 50 heavy, but it could thus be the more easily
carried without injury. Figs and pomegranates were also
taken as spscaimens of what the country could produce. The
pomezranate was a datk red coloured fruit, luscious and
gratefut to the taste, about the size of an ordinary apple.
Aftet forty days’ exploration, the spies safely returned to the
camp at Kadesh Bamea, and delivered their report to
Moses, Aatop, and the whele congregation.

111, The Spies’ Report.—Asto the excellence of the
country the report wasentirely favourable. The fruits ex-
hibited to the people would tell their own tale as to the pro-
ductiveness of the land and the geniality of the climate,
The messengers sad, * Surely it floweth with milk and
honey,” the very terms 10 which God had desenbed the
Iand to them, cxpressive of the nichness and excellence of
the natural advantages of the country. But the majority of
the spies were discouraged by what they had seen of the
inhaatants of Canaan. They were dismayed by the num-
ber of the warlike tnibes that were to Le found there.  The
};_:oplc wete strong. They had strongly-forufied towns.

here were chitdren of 2oak, men of great strength and
stature. The Amalckites, whom they had already encount-
cred, dwelt in the south, the Hitutes, xhcgcbusilcs, who
held jetusalem ¢ ¥n to the days of Kiuag Dawnd, and the
Ammonucs, whodweliio the mountains, and the Canaanites,
who lived near the sca,  Caieb, one of the mast courageous
of the spies, was not so casily depressed. He suggested
that they should go at once and possess the land,  Bat the
moi¢ timid counsels pxcvailcd, aand they had to wander for
many years in the wilderness,  ** S we see they could not
enter in because of unbeliefl”

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

The two spics who brought the pood report were men of
uadaunted courage and strang laix‘i. They wese the only
two of.all the vast multitude who were permitted to settle
in the promised land.

Faith does not shather eyes to danjers and  difficulties,
but she trusis sn'the Power that i3 able to conguer them ali,

*  Thelesson xe-enforces the warniog, ** Beware of aobelief,
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