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THE Episcopal l3ishop afiftic Synod of Niagara re-
ceives anannual saiaryof $2,01;'. Outoaithis incarne
hie bas ta pay boisse rent and travelling expenses.
Our Anglican neighbours across the lake no doubt
appreciate very highiy the apostaiic succession, but
thcy do flot aliowv the apprcc.atian ta get down into
their pockets. Wc kna'v Feveral Presbyterian
Bisbaps who have incarnes tbree or four târies, as
large as the incarne of bis Lordship ai N.agara.
Episcapalianismr bas a goad de.lai if«'tane" about i,
but in the matter of paying the hagha toneti Episto-
palian is a long tvay be*sind the p1a.n lresbyteraan.
Our neighbours spend sa mac h on " tone " abat ibey
have littie left even lot the I3ishop. Saine ai our
Presbytcrian cangrcgat;ons contribute almost ,as mua.b
for missions as a whoie Diocesan Synad. A Chui-Lh
that dlaims sucb a close cannection with the apostleb
shauid have more apostolic zeal.

THE General Assembly ai the Amerîcan Presby-
terians Church intaduced an innovatian at the '.ate
meeting in Philadeiphia which mut have madie the
canservative membeit, tremble for the wclfare ai the
Presbyterian Zion. There is an immense amount ai
work in that great Presbyterian court, aond the
Moderator at tianes becamies weary. To assist bain
in his duties the Assembly appoints a Vice*Modera-
tor. The Deputy à%oderatar at this meeting was ans
cîder-Governar Beaver, af Peonsylvania. He pre-
sided over the great Assembiy far a îvhole sedleruant,
and no fell disaster camne lapon the fathers and
brcthren. Thse constitution sustainsed na sertous frac-
turc. The Standards were nax lavvered ta any great
extent. 0f course saine inembers thought the new
departure was " illegal," iluncanstitutioral," "î ncam-
petent,»ili "cantrary ta use and wvot,» "Iultra vires"I
and severai other feariol thingb; but the Pennsylvania
eIder rars the great ecclesiasticai mach*:ne quite as m cl-
as asy Dactar ai Divinityand perhaps very much better
than many couic! have done. In tact it was generally
admitted tbat hie discharged bis dusses itt rare
dignity, tact and abilsty. No dire calamity is likcly
ta befail the Church because an elder presîded over
its hundredth Assembiy.

ONE osf our cantributars undertook ta show the
other week that Calvinisox ini the United States as
neither dead for dying. The iailowing paragraph,
taken frtra the Inter.in>:, descriptive repart ai the
Centennial celebration in Philadelphla amply con-
firins that vicw.

If any one hac any duubt as tu the matiez belore the
Centencial daY, il is 9il gaac ierow. Calvin hian-,PII cuid
cot have stated the ductajots of Go%!'& suveiaeîgoiy and mfan's
freedasa, 01 etIan, predetiatao, aLd the Verbal inspira.
lion ot joie %VurU os Gud, auy strunger iJian îhey wece Pte-
sentcd on the Ceotennisi day ; an., tnc tbuaderaag apjJatusc,
round airer lutina, abat butât tor in respose j, toc stase
saents ai the aid CitIvici3iic faili, could flot bc misinrer.
p reteti by any pussîble twialng. Iears rn down over the
rces ai eiders andi divines as thet.Catvintstic dacuagnes ai

the Chuiria, whicti ttaey bad bccn laufatai t heit youth
csp, wete &.:statod andi esaphasiatd by the silver-longueti
aratars of the Cenienniat day. Il was a grand and giouiaus

da.t was iadeed a day uf ý,criteor>aas rcjuiciog, The
grand qld P&...sbyterian ship *~as fund tu bc sati.ng; tcaricssiy

*on an thse dctp &=s af Gad's sovertago love. truc tu ttse cumf
Paus ai flis revealeti wii, as tund in lis Hloly Wajrd.
We venturc ta predict ahat somne day in the flot dis-
tant future the Nartbern andc the Soutbern Chu ches

* willimite on thc Standards pure and simple. Dr.l Mc-

Cash suggested a resalution ta that eftect in the last
Assemrbiy, and bis suggestion wau-Id in ail prababiiity
have been carried out bac! an immediate step in adl-
vance been tak#'ai. it will cane ta union on the Stan.
dards, pure and simple, In thic end. No better basis
cars bc framed.

ONEc af the best speeches in tise laite meeting ai the
Ainerican General Assembiy was dtiivcred by an
eldcr tram Califarnia whlo described himrseif as "an
aid forty-sniner ivha went Wecst in search ai galti, and
ioundttepeari aigreat price." Tise foiiawing suggcs-
lion made by bina in regard to the establsment ot a
nets chair in theuoagir-al colieges is wcii wonuhy af
consideration .

I isear a great dea! ai ediscation. Ttva nighis .au'e
'siketi in that nice builuiang tAcadeniy ut bltisc)U ovr
iliere. Blut there's a inu ut euiction you'v-c neyer
toucheci on. vou've %Il sots ai chahes io your colleaies anal
semninaies, but tisee's a chair yau've not g.at yei. andi tliai's
a chair oi systematic bencicence. (A ppiausc.> Tnt mai-
Wetrs are flot c-ducated up ta that, anti some ai tiacnt art
awfully afraiti ai a callection.
Some af themt are, anc! sa are saime of the peaple. A
chair thsat taught flot aniy systematic gîving, but ahi
the details cannected with arganiz;ng, cquîpping and
warking congregations wouid mast undoubtediy hç a
good thing. A yaung pa!ssar wiso knows ail about
heresies 2,oau years oid, but dacs flot knaîv how ta go
.about tlie ehection af eliers is certainly nat weil
cquipped for bis work. A shart course ai lectures on
actual cangregationai svork by pastors isba have done
the wark successfiahiy votild bc ai immense advantage
ta many students. TsMe.- are many îhangs ta iecrn
thsat cannai be learned n text books, ,and at us nuc.h
better ta learn theun in cullege than aitie eacpcnse ai
congregations.

Tnt. clobe gaves the usuat arguments in favaur af
introducang a motiified ftaof ai înerancy ino the
Presbyterian sytemn and! winds up lin this îvay

Vos, the sutsjcct is worth the coosideratian ai Churcb
courts. Scc a change as hirs:eJ ai inight save many a
congregatin troa inter coliapse andi rany a wurihy
picactici fitom eniarced idIcotss. endieàs worry, andi very
possibly irum practically a ivasteti andi dusappoanrei site.
Yses, the subject is weli wortb the cansuderation ofithe
Church courts, «and iul, no doauba, be consitiered ere
long, as Sir John %vauld say. But even untier the
present systera there is nat the slightest danger ai an
&.later ciapse Ilin niany cangregations. Thse ane
institution that neyer does tstterly caliapse is a Pres-
byterians congregatban. B3anks bave faîleti, boan comn-
panties have closed their doors, raiiways bave been
swallowed up. Municipalittes have came dangerausly
near repudiation, dozeos ai commercial bouses bave
came down wîtb a crash, manuifacturing concernas
bave beeux wound up ; but the number ai Presbyterian
cangregations that have caliapsed mîght be counted
an the Globe wrîter>s thumbs. There is no better
securîty in Canada to.day than a boan matie ta a weil
establîshed Presbyterian cangregatian. Who ever
los a dollar by an investmenof ithat kind? Mlooey
bas been last in every other vvay. Great cammercial
bouses and business concertas of every kînd have gone
tiown aond pasd a tew cents an the dollar, but the
weakest Presbyterian cangregatians have rareiy faiied
ta mecet cvery cent ai their liabîlîties. Utter collapse 1
-there is fia such tbing knnvn in the history ai
Canadian Presbyterianism.

LA YMEN IN CHUR CH COUR lS.

Taui fret and f'JI discussion ai ail practicai, and it
may bo merely speculative l~uestiofi5 affccting the
weli being ofithe Church is somethiog that no one nced
view witb apprebensian. Frank interchangeoaiopin-
ion orn matters of intercst cannot hc jusîiy regartied
as anything cisc thars beneficial. In the healtul
currents ai popular discussion the mists oi prejudice
aond the precoaceivedi opinions of ancre dodnrnaires
are generally reduced ta their proper propnrtions, and
generaliy speakiog onc's ideas on ecciesiastical
matters are dispased ai according ta the menit they
have or do flot have. In fret discussion personal
opinion and individual authority are ceasing ta bo
factors ai grave importance in the final settlement ai
questions agitating tht public minc.

E-ecry now and again the position ai laymen in the
administration ai e.. 'urch affairs emnerges for consider-
ation. la sucb discussions the taierance anti brcadth
chat migbt be expected frami wcil-rcad and iotelligent

Presbyterians Is nat aiways apparent. Those aig
acquainteci %vills tie sîtbect canoot fail ta regard ii
a mistake ta assume that it is a class questiol
Thero is no weii-grountied reasors ta suppose that à,
antaganism between teacbiusg aond ruling eiders existt
Ministers are flot as a class systemnaticahly trying ta
nsinimize tic standing aond influence ai tht eldcrsh%
neither are the eIders as a body cndeavouring ta
in.îgnify their office ait the expense ai their brelliras
in thte ministry. Tlîat individuals in either ot
may occasinnally cngaige in unseemhy strugges j,
supremacy is within tie range ofiprobability. Ministc;
are humais, s0 arecliers, and that cither shrdid be
entireiy exempt trron humans lofirmity is hardly tott
expecteti, but ta reach a generai conclusion irn pat.
licular instances is a faulty methodi af reasoning

Tht Preshytenian Churcîs is remarkably fret ti=
clerical domination. Tht will ai tht people lias a
match, if tnt more sway in the direction ai its affatl
than in aoyother ecclesiasticai organization. No aluer-
aaiofa any importance in doctrine, discipline or M4.
mînîstratian caos be matie without tht ratification of
tise people Tht huniblcst member bas tee accea
ta evcry court ai tht Clsurcb. What ta hiai îs à
mattcr ai importance is sure ta receiJC a fair conta-
deration. Ht cars bring it by memoialor averîe
belote his Session. With bis views1fUsé entire Sessîuo
may taîl ta sympathîze, bùt that dots not bar bis wa.
If bis paper îs properiy and respecttuilly expresse,
tht Session is bound ta transtat i if he su desuretc
the Presbytery. If they do not entertaîn bis prs-
posai, they are not an abat accouant at liberty to re-
fuse lis transmission ta the Synoti, whtre, il te
choose, he casa appear in persan ta urge sis adoptoa
Even tht bagliest court ai the Churcs dots not dae
mine any cbangc.f importance ithout ascertaioag
tise mind ai tht people as expressed througi tht
rcgularly canslttîted subordanate courts. Ail dehier.
ances embadvîng niatters ai moment, aiter beq
passcd by substantial majorities are rcmatted, ta Pr*s
byteries befare final action is taken.

Tht position ai laymen ins Presbyterian juducatonts
as in adivance ai that maintaioed in several af tbt
athmr ieating Churches. From tht flrst, cierîcal as4
layirepresentaîion bas been ca-ordinate. The mesbi.
shîp ai a Presbytery is composed ai a ciericai Wa
lay re5 rtsentative tram each settled charge. If
cangregatian happens toi bc vacant it continues te
send its eider, tbaugh for the time being it bas tg
innster ta represeot it. Tht samne lais applies te

Syn.odical representatîan-a minister and an el&
tramn e:?ch cangregation withio tht bounds bcing at
tiîled ta a seat. For tht General Assembiy the u..
presentationi is more restricttd, but tht restrictie:
appiies equally to mninisters aoc! eiders. A Presbý
tery appoints its commissianers, iay and clerica, à
equai number according t.a ils membership. ln tbe
selection of delegates consitierabie latitude preva
Tht matit ai electian is flot delineti, and! cacha Pmb.*
tcry atiopts its own method and makes sucb chags
as tramr lime ta time it mray decmn mass advimat
Where uniformity in modes ai elecCons dots not easa4
as might bo expecteti, siight anomalies occaso -a
aiiy appear. Saune Presbyteries nay appoint mIn'
tiehegates, anc-hait tram the top and tht othera
[raom the iatest additions ta tht rail, or the> naj
talie the balf of their representatian tram ài
rall and elect tht ather hahi by tht ballot. Eders
may be chosen un tht saine tyay, or ail the Iay dele-
gaies unay bceclected by Callot. On groundis ofai .
pediency, eIders are sometîrnes appaînted who ut
resident at or nitar the city wvhece tht Asseaby
mecets. Thus the Presbytery ai Calumabta mi~
appoint an actung eider rcsîdîng wsthin the bouands c
ýtht Haifiax Prcsbytery. A urnnister, bawcvcr, ca=n
bc appointedi ta represent a Presbytcry un whih tt«
as nan-rcssdent.

Vbîle frocas the canstitution af the Church thutà'
no dîsparîty ia tise standing ai tht mînîster an c d,
in tht Churcis courts, in actual tact the eiders do ma'
siaie tht pramunent parc tbey might. If, in atte.*
ance they are autnumbered by manisters, that cantae
be charged against tht nisttxs. I-ad thty tht w
tbey have flot tht pawer tu* diminisb tht numberci
lay representatives, îvhicb by tht constitution us eqeal
ta tboir own. A pretty lengthened experuence unsi-,
tendance an Cburcb Courts dots flot lcad ta the cou
clusion that any obstacle is thrown ins iht way si
eiders takîrsg an active part in tht deliberationsaàzi
camasittet work ai the courts, if they wish ta don,
An eider who cars deliver an effective address, or Iý
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