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‘Text, Matthewe, vi. 22.—~Tho light of the body is
the eye: if therefore the eyo be single, the whole
hody willbe full of light.

"The evangehst secms ta intimato by theso words,
that the true and ratinnal enjoymeont of the human
routl is derived from God by the excreise of its own
contomplations: just as delightful feolings naturally
awake in the heart, while the hodily eyo rests upon
a seene that has caught uud fixed itsattention. - 1f
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall he full of
Lshe 2 thatis tosay, inthe steady view of hine who
s called the Father of hights, with whom thero is no
shadow of n chauire, thy whole unture receiving the
rays of his wisdom, and purity, and love, shall par-
take of the (eiiesty wineh belongs to these perfections,
and he mado to resomble * the beauty of the Lord.”
For, by contemplating the glory of the Lord, and
knowing his love which passeth knowledge, wo are
tilled with all 1ts fulness, and changeinto the same
image from glory to glory.

This principle will bo more clearly displayed, if
we stmply mquice what may be meant by “ the sin-
wle eye - ad then consider what is tobe understood
by the light which is here suid to attend its vision.

1. We are to inquire what is meant by * the sin-
wle eye

1. It implies tho contemplation of one objert. 1t
1s the muud engaged with God; with God, as the
ceutve of 1ts affections, the source of 1ts pleasure, and
the fountam of mtinte authonty.

This simplieny of object is sought by the eye of
the renewed nund in all it inquiries after bliss—
« Une thing have I desived af the Loed ; that will [
see’. after, that I may behold the beauty of che Lord,
and inquire in his traple.”

Regard 1o this object 15 mentiored as the evidence
of pure rehgion.  * One thing is ncedful, and Mary
hathchosen that * good part.” 1t absorbed the spint
of Paul, and made hin say, **this one thing I do;
fargetting tho things that are behind, 1 press towards
the mark.” This is tie end of our evistence:
« whether we live, we live unto'the Lo, d,” &e.

* A chaige I have to keep, a Gad to glorifyy, and
the holding of this in view, is the * engagement of
the single eve.”

2. Clearness of pereepiion is also implied in the
expression we are endeavouring to explain.

The want of this pe:eeption is but 100 apparent in
the human mind.  Let me here remind you of the
afecting account of humaun ignorance given by the
prophet Isiaah (xliv. 14, 13): « He hewetk bim
down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak,
which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees
of the forest: he planteth an ash, aud the ram doth
nourish it.  Then shall it be for a man to burn ; for
ho will take thercof, and warm himself; yea, he
kindleth 1t, and baketk bread ; yea, he maketh a,
Gop, aud worsiipriTi (75 hemakethit a giaven:
image, and falleth down thereto.” To this we
may add the weelancholy deseription of man by the
apostle (o, i- 22, 2B)—* Professing themselves
t> be wiwe, they Leeame fools: and changed he
tory of the jncorcuptble God into an imtge made
fke'to coicuptble o, and to birds, and four-foot-
od licasts, aul ceeeping things.”  Tlus s humnan
wisdoia in the things of God—this is man, rational,
intelleciual man'!

-

us 1o *buy oye-salve,” that wo may sce. thero is n
wind thatbloweth where it listoth, and whose broath
fuils not to cloar away the fogs that ebscuro tho ob-
jects of life and imimortality ; and then we sce him
that is otherwiso invisiblu, nnd are enabled to look
not at the things that are seen, butat the things that
are not seen. ** God who shined out of darkuness,
hath shined info our hearts to give the light of the
knowledgo of the glory of God s the face of Josus
Christ.”

3. « Tho single eye” suggests tho idea of undesi-
ating anention to tho object of cur view.

The moure you counsult the habits of your own
thoughts, the miore you will be convinced that the
mind 1s so formed as not to be capuble of giving to
two ohjects at the samo time the whole of its admi-
ration and attachments : that vigour of thought and
affection which we spend upon one ebject, wo with-
raw or withhold fromn another. ** Yo cannot serve
tico masters.”  * If yeo lovo tho world, the love of
tho father is ot in you,”

By undeviating attention to the objects of heaven,
{ do not mean that entire absurption of the hoart
which belonge to the spirits of the just mado perfect;
but the prevalonce of a huly disposition over every
counter-striving principle in the world, in conscquence
of the more powerful atiructions of roligion.

There is not unfrequeatly to be met with in young
Christians a strong destre to set their affeeruns on
things nbove; and surely the Christian church is not
destitute of some whoso sicerity and unconquorable
thirst for godliness constrans them to make the so-
lemn professions of the Psalmist—* As tho eye of
aservant isto the hand of hus naster, and as the eye
of a maidis to the haud of her mistress; so, O Lord,
do our eyes wait upon thee, until thou wilt have
werey upsn us.”’

11. We now proceed to consider what s to be un-
derstood by the fulress of light that is here said to
attend the contemplation of the * single eye.”

Light is an omblem of knowledge—of happiness
—ofusefulnees.

1. Then, divine knowledge springs from the con-
templation of God.

#The Lord God is @ 2un,” and he is known only
by his ownnflucnce to bo true, und pure, and bene-
volent, and givrivus,

Nothing can he so important as knowledge of him
with whom we have 1o do in mercy and in judge-
ment; for this will exable us to ascertain what is to
becomne of us when he fixes tho everlasting settle-
ment of man in mnery, or in bliss. We are boings
that aro hurried onward by every moment of time
toward that eternal state where unspeakable glory
or endless wretchedness aweits us; and all that we
can suffer or enjoy here below, amounts only to the
camforts or conveniences of a pilgrim hastening to
the point of Ins destination, and place of his repose.
Dives it not, then, concern us to ‘mm\' (il, indeed, it
1s possible to be l;uowu) what is to become of us in
tho end of all things 7 Whether, think you, is 1t

Hikely that we shall walk in robes of punty, and ac-

company the Lamb to Jiving fountains 5 or whether,
it now disrolred of this mortal covering, aud striptinto
a naked spunt, we should be driven away i our
wickeduess, and left to wander, age alter age,
through labyrinths of tise world, voknown, dark
with the sinoke of torment, and rendered dismal by
sighs of wretchedness, and the cudless howlings of
despair !

And if our i:nagination has not heen vain to the

Oh, yes, my brethren, to know, to know notw, the

same extent. and our « foohsh heart darkened', tol :nind of God on tins great subject is important, as
the siwe degree s 1ot ignorance that beclouds, and| the life of the soul is important 5 ** now is the aceept-

enunty that mitlancs the eye of the undertandin,s, |

shiet nut fiom us the light of heavenly things, and
we ived without God in the world. He ~ent Jus
son to redeein us, but we acknowledged wum not.
—ue hoked upon him as a root outof a dry ground,
as having nu form nor comelieess; when he ought to
have been reparded as farer than the children of
men, hecause he was wounnded for our tran~gressions,
snd Lruised for our imquities.  And 15 it possille to
ook upun the wide world around us, without olserv-
miz how blind men are to the objects of real iuterest ?
"I'he romark stll is a true one, that the th.ngs of the
Spinit of God ase foslizhness 1o the natural man,
becanse thay are spiritually discerncd.

Now, *the cingle e50” iophes the reverso of all
this wist of izneragee—this disordered vision of en-
wity aguust Gud.  Thereis a physician thatinvites

ed timo, now is the day of salvation,” in which we
miay rejotee n hope of the promised good, and aveid
lthe threateued dissolunon. I, then, our views of
these objects are wdistinet und obscure, look,—~
 with the single eye" look 10 God, and be enlight-
ened.  The hght he sheds upon inquirin munds is
thiy— Lixcept ye repent, ye shall perish.  le that
hath the Son, hath bfe; he that hath not the Son,
<hall not sce life, but the wrath of God abideth on
niun.”  We kuow that the Son of God is come, and
hath given ve updertinding, that we may Anow
fnm thit is true; and we me in him that is true,
cven e his son Jesus Christ.  This is thoe truo God,
and eteynal bfe : aud, suy~ the author of that feli-
city,  This is-fe eternal, that they may Anow thee,
the ouly truv God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
!ixast sent.”

2. Light is an emblemn of happiness.

“ Traly, tho light is sweet, and a {»lousnm thin
it is for tho eyes to bohold the sun ;™ but how muc
more sweet amd pleasant it must be for the eyo of o
soul, conscious oljits guilt, to meet tho faintest gleam
of thut glory whichis full of grace and wuth 7 W hat
a paradise is opened in tho heart of that man, who
lives in the habitual contemplation of Divine objects !
Ho looks at roligious dutics, and they mark the way
of pleasuntaess, and Jead him in the paths of peace.
le looks at eternity. and there sorrow and sighing
are fled away; he juehs at God, and to him he is
the God of all conolation. Ho looks at Christ,
who is vur peace; tuthe Divine Spirit, and he is
another Comforter. Iudeed, to ho devoted to God,
and to rejoice, are thr samao things, since tho exer-
cisos of rehigion are nothing but streams from the
woll of wator springing up unto everlasting lifo.

“ Lightis sown for the righteous,” says the Psalm-
ist,—u strong expression, by which he seems to in-
timato, that the rays of the sun, scattcred at every
step of his progress through the heavens, are suited
to represent tho wultitudo of those seeds of life and
blessedness, which are to spring and mature into a
barvest of gladness for ** tho upright in heart.”

3. Light is an emblom of usefulness.

The Christian is a light, a star, a lamp ordained
for the annointed. Tho twelve churches are tho
twelve golden candlesticks. It is tho character of a

cod man to possess difusive benovolence, to roflect
ghe light ho has—thus to shine for the use of others,
So lived those men of God, who through faith and
patience, inherit the promises. Cheered themselves
with tho influonces of Divine favour, they were anx-
ious to impart unto tho cheerloss world around, that
they also might obiain the salvation of Christ with
eternal glory. ‘The infinite brightness of the Sux of
Righteousnoss ever rested on them, and they felt
themselves all vigour in the exercise of spreadip
the knowledge of God. Ar living orbs, they move
with unrestrained activity, about tho everlasting
centre of their own joy and wisdom ; and as they
caught the light, they spread its reflections; and
the dark places of tho earth were inade to know and
to rejoico that their light had come, and the glory
of the Lord hadrisen upon them. Thus ought we to
live. But, ah,

What have I done for him that died,
To save my wretched soul!

We may apply this subject to many uses, as,

1. It shows the cause of all want of charity tow-
ards our fellow Christsans.

Oh, if all Christians would only look to Christ
with * a single eye,” they would bo like kim, and
their resemblance to each other would Le complete.
The same beams would play upon the countenance
of each, and then who could discorn even a shade of
difference ? But, alas! how often it happens, that
we become fond, too fond of our religious distinctions.
“T am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas,
and I of Christ.” ‘This, my brothren, is wrong as
it is foolish; it is losing sight of the sun for the sake
of gazing upon the stars; and whilo the eye of the
understanding contracts to the littleness of these ob-
jeets, there comes upon the moral countenance the
expressions of & mean and sour spirit—the very op-
posite of that spirit which thinketh no evil.

While tho strean: of our thoughts and affecticns
moves towards God, it is steady, and deep, and
peaceful : but, diverted into the chanuel of higotry,
s irnvegular aud obstructed current is hnown only by
the sound of its murmurings, and the voisy foam of
strife. Nothing, my bretluen, but a prevaing dis-
position to contemplate God, can secure to your bo-
som, und to the church, that peace which pusseth
understanding—* e thatdwelleth in God, dwelleth
 love, for God is love.”

2. The subject is adapted to excite our gratitude
to Divine Goodness.

We might have boen in darkness until now0. The
dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of
creelty. Remember, Christian, that their circum-
stances ight have been ours, and ours might huve
been thews; for, * by the grace of God, we are
what we are.”” How finely doos the apostlercason
with the church at Thessalonica, on tho subject of
their obligations to the mercy of God—* Hut ye,
brethren, are not of the night, nor of darkness; yo
aro all children of ligh*, and of the day; therefore,

L us not sleep, as do others,” &e.



