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WHAT 1$ NEW IN A.POLOGETICS?

CHRISTIAN Apologeties may be defiued as the science of the
efneand v indication of the Christian syVSte1in of do ctrine,

wurship, and dutV', as the ouily true anîd adequate religion for ilian-
kind. Thîis science undertakes not oiily to defeîid the Christian
systein agrainst opposiing views and tlieories, but als t. sow its
iiiherent and essential sufficieiucy as the oniy truc religioni for
man. Soitnetiimes, perbaps. too iiiuehi stress lins beexi laid oi the
former aspect of the sciencee, amid not enoughl on the latter, in the
wo(rk, oif thle lpolti(istS. It is at iVaste of strengctlh to ene i
nxtere defeiise wlhei viilication nxay serve ai botter purpose. lu sonie
respects, the positive vindîcatîon of the(hitausse is the best.
work the aptologete eau perforxi.

mi'e place andi funiction of Apologretics in the Theologicai cýyclo-
poedia bias not alw'avs ieu well deied iunr ecarly understoo(l. It.
is sonetinies treatud as ai part of Tbieoh'g(y, andi not as a distinct
ilepartitient, of 'beulogrical study. The eider Hodge seenis to take
this view iu bis gx'eat work on Tbeology. Others liave regarded
Apoiogetics as inutro ductio>n to Theolqgy, and have discussed its
questions along -%itb others as at imnre preliiniary. Iu otier Caises
Apoogetics lias beeu largeiy muvergeil with bistoricai. Theology ; mmd
by sonie writers it bais imot been clearly separa.ted from Polenicis.

In more recmit timnies the scienice of Apologeties bias biad its.sphiere
and wmork more cliarlv deied. Germnian writers, sucix as Sacbi,
])elit7zscb,]I ntr, and EI>rard have doue excellent weork ini this
Nvay; - ad Englishi Nritprs arc just lieginiingic t4o understand the

place of Apiolugeties bletter tham a, genieration ago. It now lias its
place assigned as one of the grret-t <leparticutsb of sacrcd lear i -N,
awmv a distinct in its scope frouxi Biliiicai criticism, £xcgretics, Dog-
maties, &-c. In niost l)ivinity -Scliool tis is 110w clcarly recogniized,
ZIInd Prov-ision is miade foir its teaciniig.

Thie foriii of the defenise, and the materials uscd therein wvili vzirv


