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gD(ifts froin B3abylon fiad been deposited in the teinple and
soleiiii sacrifices hiad been offered, the -people in a body were
suinmnoned] to ineet in Jerusalein to consider the question of
divorce and hieathien interiarriage .Aconisonfenur
was appointed witlh the resuit that the guilty parties wcre
persuaded to put away their wives. For reasons wihwe
necd not pause to mention hiere, howvever, thiese reforins wcre
slmort-Iived and time wvas soon to shiow that Ezra's mission
had been for the niost part a failure.

"J'lie cuirtain again drops and the next thiirteeni yeairs is,
coxnparatively speaking, a blank in t~he history .of the coin-
rnunity at Jerusalemn. At the endi of that tinue, lîowever, it is
evident that serions disasters have uvertakenl thie city. This
we learn from the report broughit to Nehieiiiah, cupbearer at
the Persian Court, thirough his; brother Hanani. The gates of
the city have beexi burnt, and breaches have been made in thie
walls. Nemiiahi, on hearing the deplorable condition of
afliris, obtaincd a leave of absence frorn the king, and at once
set out for Jerusaieni. Tfhis wvas in the year 44.5 B.C., w'vhich
is the next important date after 458 B.C.

NLleexniahi's immediate mission to Jerusaleni wias to move
the people to the task of repairing the city's walls. But dur-
ng the progress of tis w'ork, word was broughit to hii of

the existence of serions evils whichi had sprungr up within.
recent years, evils to whichi we shall have to refer in a few
moments. In company with Ezra, lie at once took up thie
work of reformn. In thie year 444 1. C., a great convoc<ation
of tie people wvas hield, lat wichl the priestly code broughit
froin Babylon by Ezra fourteen years before was introducecd
for the first tirne. After it hiad been read by Ezra, the nation
by solemn oathi pledged itself to the observance of this Iaw,
just as in the days of Josiahi it hiad pledgred itself to the ne-wly
found law Depteronomy. Henceforth the law whichi is to
guide the nation is the comnpletedl law-whiat, we k,-now to-day
as the Pentateuch.

Now let us sec what bearingr the introduction of the newv
code lias upon the question with whichi -ie are at present con-
cerned, or if it lias any bearing upon it. Wel', in the propliecy


