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PLEASANT HOURS.
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Tolling tho Bees.
BY LULUESE FIELD,

OtT of the house whnte the slambgrer lay
Goganedlathe I o atee 000 SGHINCT day.
Al noder tres pocaant o Lard trees
He apoho Lina wino to the murinue .o beess
Lo lover 11 am that kisaed lier fect
And the povy beds where sho ured to play
Have hones stare, Bat none 50 sweot
Aw ere our Dttlo one went anay.
O leon s soft. aod bees, sine low,
For ahe 18 gono who loved you «o.*

A wonder fell on the lintening bees

Undder those pluant orciard tives.

Aned sn thar tul that sutnes day

Vet thew murmutang seaned to say 3

C Cliad, O Wdinid, thie plass s coul
And the posics are wak:ng to hear the

song
Of 10 band 44t wuivge by 4l glha Yoo} [mol,

\Wasting for ane that tarrieth long

“I wax s they eallid to the hittle one then,

Anf to vall her back aguiv.

0. gen'l bees, T bave come to say
That prandfattier tal asleep to day.
A we know by tho suule on gramdfather’s
fuo
He tan found hus deat onds ba b lace,
Ko boos aang soft, and beey eing tow,
Arxover the Yoney tiel ls you sweep
I'o the trees alisom and the hewers ablow
Siny af grandinther fust asleep,
And ever beneath these orchard tiees
IFind chicer and shelter, gentle bees.
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR.
THE BOYS AND GIRLS OF EGYPT-

T want to wate for the bays and girls of
Canada a slirt aceount of the buysand girls
of Egypt. 1 write this huttem an hoard the
Nilo steanr, Clogadia. W hate jast left
the tonwn of Asscanin, wbil cigl.t hundred
miles up the Nilg, o ]-!.n(, «f uver ten
thuusand inhabitanis 1L s the dhief town
i Nabia, &ty Lataec Lng and pictia-
et plas. Herethe gival cataiact of the
Nilt oweurs. Here come hiig caravans of
et from Dafaa and Khaate e, bianging
dates, duam, w st o gmaine fum anli,
clephants” tushs anad cthet priaiacts of the
regions of the Uppnr Nile.

.ﬁ Lase buen giwatly pueazed with the boys
and gisls who swara Al thoy uch the eight
hutdred miles of the Nile Valloy, aud es
pecially with those of Aswean They aro
the handsutnest, brightest andl Jeverest
children Tever saw. Most of them leam
in the mission sclimls and in the Amb
school, both Azahic and English and also
some Frunch T was in two largo achools
fo°day, -onc of cighty Arab children, the
other a mission ehool of about forty,
chiefly Cupts or native Christians  Too
boys. Landsutue, yollow skinned 1ads, with
large lustrous eyes, have very nice manners.

They all 1tose when 1 went 1n and read
very nicely in Euglish from o primer and
from the B.ble. 1 have sminco visited
abother mirswon & lil ut ].-lfuu. undor
the very shadow ot the most poifect pugnn
templo of anaent Egpt, 8 tremendous
plo, which wag one hundred and twonty-
fivo y enrs i construction. Yet this humblo
mission seliool 18 doing more for tho up-
liftan of the peoplo than all the temples of
the Lind evor did,  Tho children sang very
prettdy in English and Arabic. 1 heard
the voics of Jesus say, come unto me and
rest,” alsy, ** Twinkle, twinkle, bttle star.”

The twtive cluldien are very fond of
ashusyg M backsheesh ™ G plun wads, of
buogging), but they try to do sutucthung for
oo W carn ity uffenng things for sale,
gothering flowers, hecpung off the tlies,
which are & great nuisance, with a long
horso-baar wWlush and tho lihe.  We were
espeundly interosted i a nubur of Ber
chiviesy A1ab buys and garls. They were
vtphan duldeenwhoseparentswere kﬂ’lu’l Ly
the Mahdists duting the late Svudan war.
The Guiernment has disttibuted  them
arsong the Nilo vdlages. They ware gener-
ally very bladh, but very besatiful, with as
handsutne features as any Juldien T ever
sav, with Jarge  dark  oyes, beaatiful
pratly tecth, a vory winning smile, — noth-
g of the Neyro type about them.  The
@rly wore ther Lar plaited 10 a great
number of bruals Tle Loys wore thars in
cutls abuat tiur hicdhos. ley LYY g ¥
hiugh, X-m,; pravee of voutton or mushin diaped
roand and roand the Ludy ey gr;u,\ifullly,
lesvuny the arms Yare. One boy, of tifteen,
was tall, slim, handsome as a girl, and
walhed wath the grace of a youny fawn.
They have very nice manners and say very
prettily, “Guood morning, gentleman, how
aro you? Thark you very much.” This
they repeat over and ever whetlier one
gives than anything or not. I wish I
could have brought that Loy to Canada to
cduate Libu ty baonw puﬂmlm & DLussivle-
ary to his own pevple.

We all fell Ixuve with oue dear little
nearly naked bluck baby of abuut threo
years old, as luily as a cherub, with such
prity cyes and saulo.

Yosterday we all mde five sdes on
donkeys to the famous temple of Isis at
Phil, the most beautifal in Egypt. It is
vt of the newest of the tonples, bLiing
only a little over two thousand years Jld,
while many of them are twice that age, as
was vno we visited this muniang.  Tho
dleanilamt pooplo sent s lunch wier on
cattnls for the whole ship’s company, and
after caploring the rains wo all satdownin
a  gteat wunt surrvunded by majestie
o, with the nuld smiling faces  of
Iais ased Hathot lovhing duni upon us, as
they Lad lovked down upun successivo
genutations fur vver twenty centuries, In
the Ludhground  among the oluinns sat
groups ol Arab and Cuptic chiddren and
Arub or Nubtn guides, dressed in whiteo
or yellow or Llue gowns, with large white
tutlaus, or scailot fezes, and eagerly wait-
iy the close of the repast.

One bright-cyed Arab boy, about four-
toen, Achmet by name, touk special chargo
of me. 1 did not sced his hely, but ko
would give it, brushing oft the Auat frumn
my Jduthes, wlisking away the flies, tak-
ing o by the atu, aud helping over rongh
places wind fallen stoues of the ruins. 1
found it useless to resist, aul gave nyself
upr a prisuner to his care. Ho kuew all the
best points about the templead was really
qude useful, especially in keeping the
uthier would be gudes away, and was made
Lapby by a fus cents. Ho was very proud
of i pager wlich ho slowed containing a
nudar of tostusvtuels in Frend, and
Fhuglish, given him by tourists. Someo of
thom wade fun of has ruther connal feae
tutes.  If lio had o clauco e would mwako
B YOIy Llver M.

Anuther st of buys that nppcn!cd very
much t0 my sympathics wrs the donkey
buas. Wo all rude vut about five miles
and Ladk, to and fruia Phile, by denkey—~
as we go overywhere in this couttry—end
thuse boys ran behind the donkeys all the
wa,, although much of the timne the littlo
anlials went full gallup.  The boys recom.
mend their donkeys very highly a8 * Mine
very geod donkéy. Nane Prince of Wales,”
“name Yankce Doodle,” *‘nams Tele-
gaph," or, as one said, *“ name Grand Old

aa.”  Ouc of theso boys complained of a
pain in his chest and asked me to proscribe

for him. 1 had to explain that 1 was not
thnt sort of & dector.

Wo all went yesterday to seo the great
catamnct of the Nile.  Wo went Ly boat as
far as wo could and climbed a Jull above
tho rushing and turbulent river. A numbeor
of monand boys leaped into the strean and
swam the rapids, dancing like black corks
on its surfaco, as they swept by. Others
rode on palm loga sbout six fect long, wav-
ing their hauds and shouting as they wero
catried down  the mapids. Then they
serainbled vut and camo about us begging
in ther dripping sud scanty garments.

At uvery village through which wo passed
the childrern rushed after us offcring beads,
tuys, brcduts, and camouring ¢ Howag,
Lachslicesh,” t.e., “alms, travellen,” till
wo got bLeyond their reach. 1 supplied
myself welf with a lot of small coins, less
than Lalf a cent, fur the very little ones.
Even babies searco sblo to speak stretch
out their hittle hands for bachsheesh.

1 was glad to find that sv much was bo-
ing dune for the education of thoseinterost-
ing buys and girls. I visited in Cairo a
large schoul- over furty years old - founded
by Miss Whateley, doughter of the famous
Archbishop Whateloy. ~She died ouly four
months ago.  In overy cunsidemble town
in Egypt 18 » mission schoul of the Ameri.
can Presbyterian Church, which is duing
noblo service in giving a religious cduca-
tion to these Loys and girls.  Many of tho
bLuys becutue teachiors aud preachers, and
others enter the civil service of Egypt, the
railway, pust-oftice and other departments,

Our Canndian boys and girls caunot be
thankful cnough that though they live in
sunew a country they have so much greater
advantages than the children cf this oldest
country on the face of the earth.

Ishall have the pleasure of writing other
letturs in this paper, in Onward, and espe-
cially in the Methodist Magazine, about
these interesting people. ﬂl the latter
pcl;odiv:: T aLall publiah:\numb\.r of illus-
trated articles which will, T think, prove
instructive to tho younyg peoplo of Canada
who may favour them with a reading. Many
schouls are ordering copies of that maga-
zine cuntaining these sketches of travel in
Bille lands for circulation instead of library
buuhs.

MYSTERIOUS PERSIAN WELLS.

In the uuighborhuud of Shiraz, on a Lill
an hour's rido to the northeast, the travella
comes upon some very, very ancient
wells.  Near tho top of this step
hill, with no trace of masonry to mark the
sito of fort ur palace, there yawns an vpen-
ing about cight yards long by six yards
wide, which is the mouth of a well going
struight duwn into tho buwels of the moun-.
tain.  The shoft is cut in the reck. The
sides are as perpendiculur as the pluwb
line could make them ; and the depth, as
ascertained by the time of a falling stune,
must bo sucthing under four hundred
feet, tho bottom at present being dry.
Within a distance of fifty yards, on the
sawo hill, are two other smaller wells ; and
it is ssid that thero is an underground
comnmunication among tho three.  This
theory finds support in the fact that when
a pistol is fired at the mouth of one of theso
wells, to disturb the pigcons that flock
thither at noon, tho noiso of their wings, at
first very loud, gets gradually fainter, as
though tho birds wcro escaping through
some lateral galleries. They certainlybetake
thewnsclves in somo manner away from the
perpendicular ghaft, without coming out
of the upper mouth, though whero they go
to dues nut appoear.

The labour expended on the boring of
theso wells imust have been envrmous, and
it is a puzde whether they were indeed
wells, or intended as passages for the sud-
den oxit of troopa from somo fortress built
onr tho hill to hold the plain in awe. In
tho latter case, sumne sort of spiral staircase
wonid necessarily has e been attached to the
walls of the shaft, of which, at the proseat
day, no traco rumains. .

No traveller hias yet visited Shiraz who
was sufficiently enterprising to go down the
four hundred fect of perpendicular sido
with rope or Iadder. Curious relics of by-
gonc times might certainly bo found at tho
Bottom ; but without a proper windlass and
better rupes than thess now made in Fars,
the risk of a broken neck would cool the

ardour of tho most vonturescme ant: iary, S8
and 5o up to the presont the prgeons nloy
enjoy the sight of thesocret trensures whygy
porsibly lie at tho bottom of theso 1.yue
rious and ntost nstontshing shafts.

EFFIE'S INVITATION.
BY ANNIK S. TILTON.

Sy was a bright cyed, rosy cl cked §
echocl-girl, and as tho town’s poopl. sy
her sauntering homso from school with ors
and another ?riond, they would nod smj
ingly towarnds her, and nay to each ot} 1.

*There goes n pleasant little girl. oo
scholar, too, and she dues have abor* 11, J§
best time, in a quict way, when ache
out.”

But oven these kindly disposed p v B
didn’t give Effie credit for some so'eng
thoughts that crowded upon her asshe wy 8
sideted her respunsibilities in life. by g
a fow months before she had given i}
life to her Saviour, won by his great ari
marvellous Jove for her, and, as alaug
happens, she wanted all lier friends 4!
schoulmates to participate in that la. B8
She had found a new pleasure in thj
weehly prayer meeting of the sch 'y
although she had always been a regu
attendant before her conversion ; but B
she was one of the workers, and thy
aeads were full of new plans for winnindg
others to Christ. Only Hust Thursday «§
the Christian boys and girls had pledge
themselvos to ask, at least, one schoulnute,
v.ho did not usually attend tho mectings
to come the fullowing week, and to scoun
their attendunco if possible; and now the g
week was alimost gonu and still Effio hadut &
given her invitation, Don't think the
child meant to shirk! O, no! but then |
wero 80 few of her friends whom she
not previously invited, and they occasion
ally atternded the meeting.  So this hul i
been a great subject for Eflie’s prayers, ani |8
as yet sho had reccived no answer. One
or Lwu pusitively refused, and vthers care g3
lessly answered, ** Perhaps.” '

She was thinking of this on Thursdsy
aftornoon as she hastened up the strect to
schuol, and realized that she had orly one
more recess for her effort, when she was
suddenly juined by a tall youth who jus @
thon cmurged from sne of the yards front
ing the stivet. They had hardly exchangad
fricndly yreetings, when there caine a great SR
choking n Effio’s thruat, and her hea:i£3
thumped as loud as the school-house baoll, &3
for she kuicw that hero was her opportunity.
Liko s lightning flash all the old excus
wont thrcugh her mind : “What will &
think? T Know he won't go; I shall ody
get laughed at,” and so on indefinitely, »
all the while t! *y wore gaily chnuin% and
capidly nearing che school houso.  Almost
before she knew it sho said, as they turns! 3
in at the gate, — .

“Won’t you stop to our prayer-mee
to-night? Thoy are very interesting, ant
Charlie B. leads this time.” ‘

A wondering look passed over his face
but he answered in quite s new and genth
tone, “I don't know. T can aswell a8 nd §
Do you stay 1"

*Qh, yey, always,” was the prompt r¢
spcgllzssn, as they hastened to their respectin
d

Outwardly Effic was calin and studiow,
and attentive all that afternoon, but ther
was a subdued inward excitement, which
was only partially quicted by tho frequezt

ctitions which arvso from her inmes

cart; and as the closing bell was rung
and twenty or more of tho acholars repaired
to their usual place of mecting, she didn®
gvon dare to yaiso her éyes to see if BertC
wcre coming.

Yes, he did come ; and that waa only the
boginning. He camo again and again, and
in a fow mounths he asked his aclotd
matos to pray for him, and soon joined the
church ho had always attended.

Can anything over sound aweeter %
Effic’s osrs than Bert's words onoalternoos,
after they had been tothoe mooting and were |8
quiotly talking it over on their way hows!

As thoy parted, he suddenly grespod birg
tand and said,— .

“How can I thank you? Youdid itl*
and wzs gone.

Eflc is not the only gay and hoppy
schoul-girl wlo Lucks up and thus lifts 8p

her compauions. —Zion's Her



