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YENDOME COLUMS,
PARIS.

Tug Vendome Oolumn
In Parls is ap imitation
¢ Trajsn’a column at
Rome, 142 feet high and
18 feet in dismeter. It
wit erected by order of
BB Napoleon T, jn 1806-10

R o commemorate his vic.
torles over the 'Rursiarg
sod Austriaps in 1805,
| It wag thrown down by

B but a bed of mapure wag
ol prepared to recelve it, 8o
'R that, thovgh broken, i
wasnot utter]y shattered.
B 1i wasskilfully re-erected
Bin 1876 It is con-
SR structed of masonry cov-
B o with plates of
B brorz:, forwing & spiral
S tend of 300 yards, on
B which ave rejresented in
SR tigh relief the military
B carerr of Najoleon, The
N foutes are about thres
foet high. The metal
¥ was obtsined by meltirg
down 1 200 Ruzian and
Aust rimN c;o:;non, A
e figureof Napoleoncrowne
- tﬁg: column, In 1879
the present writer climb-
od the monument to the
gellery shown at the tap.
B THE GREAT PLAGUE
] OF LONDOR.

B Ix 1665, immediately
B after the victory of the
¥ Eoglish over the Datch,
and before sny rejoiciag
§ bad begun, the capital
¥ wes visited by theplague.
§ During the winter a fow
f css08 had appeared in the
98 cnburbs, slowly incress-
8 ing a3 the westher ad-
W% vsooed, until,in thelatter
8 1art of May, the disexse
B troke forth frum the
R 5ith and squalor of 8t
d8 Ciles, full upon the dity
3 'and Westmionter, On
-July 1, regulatiocos wero
adopted, auch ss divid-
-1ng the city into districts,
wi‘h officers for esch;

3 sod in gach houte where }

the disoaxo was, there
B v marked upon the
¥ door a xed croes, having

the commupists in 1871, ;
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VENDOME COLUMN, PARIS.

poor victims entirely at
tkeir meorcy, often mur-
dered those who might
have recovercd, in order
to rob them.

8o dresdful was the
time that thote who were
not stricken seemed to
be unhinged in mind,
gome of them gning into
the wildest riot, others
giving themselves up to
roliglous devotion,

At times, the silence
which preveiled over the
doomed city was broken
by the unhallow~d crien
of revelers in brothel and
tavern. Superstition
gprapg up, and many
thought they gaw a fl.m
ing aword to the ek,
saspended over the city
it here aesembied 1o
ohur-h-vards, wher - they
imagin¢ 1 they behe 4 th-
ghcets cf those who had
been burisd. Fana‘ics,
in the charactors of pro-
pheta, walked the strests,
one with a pan of burmn-
ing coals on his head, pro-
pouncing woes on thn
city. Another proclaimed
sloud, * Yet forty days,
and London shall be de-
stroyed’'® A third
might be heard, day and
night, cryivg in ecpul-
chral tones, “ 0O, the
grest and dresdful God *

July and Augast
proved very hot, and
tk -ugh September was
loan 80, the deaths in.
creased Large fires
were burped 1o the
streste. Oz ths third
night, being Septomber
8, a hesvy rain fell and
put out thoe fires, and the
deaths then diminished,
but the next week the
disesse was worse than
ever, and many despair
od. The equincctial gales
at length brought heal-
ing. By Deo:mber, the
deaths in Xondon had
exceeded one hundred
thousand ; tho disesso
hed spread over the rest
of the kingdom, and its
raveges in places were
in proportion to the ex-

I over it the words: * Lord, have meroy out your d:sd!” By the light of a, common pits. The men who bmiedltent of the population.
g wpon usi” flaring link, or torch, the uncoffined | the dead wera of tho lowest claw, and | The plsgue was brought from Hol-
B8  Dert carts went round in the night, | desd were brought forth and put into, bardened in vice and brutality, and  land into glaud, aud war followed,
 tbe tinkling of a bell arnouvcing their | the cart, and thenos cwrrird to tho they committed deeds too horrible to | the next year, by an awful €re, which
 oming, and & voico crying, * Bringl nearest church-yard, and thrown intojtell. Ths nurees, alo, having the Isid waste twothirds of the city.




