THE

ANGLO-AMERIC

AN MAGAZINE.

AR TR R A SRR A LA RN A S e RN AN AN

Vol. IIL—TORONTO: SE

PTEMBER, 1853.—No. 3.

AT N S LR R AR T LN LR AR VNN A AL A S

HISTORY OF THE WAR

BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AXD THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

DURING THE YEARS 1812, 1813, axp 1814.

CHAVTER 1%,

We concluded our last chapter with the
observation that * we
failures consideredfure.  COUM find no grounds for
sher. sympathy with General
Dearhorn,” and farther consideration of the
subject induces us to bring forward additioral
reasons in support of that assertion.

Wehave already shown that General Dear-

Causes  of General
Dearborn’s and other

av
(I.A‘

first campaign was excessive, ard allowing ail
indulgence for the novelty of their position,
and perhaps the difficulty of sustaining them-
selves, it was right not only that they should
be superseded, but it was also just that they
should be censured. The campaign of 1812
ended in a total eclipse of American military
pretensions, without leaving one lingering
gleam of hope, and the commariler-in-chief's
inactivity, tantamount to miscariage, afflicted
the friends of the war with the conviction that
they were deomed to defeat,

Some of Ingersol’s conclusicns on this sub-
ject are so remarkable as to claim notice, for
the extreme ingenuity cvinced in finding out
good reasons for being beaten, and in showing

born was, (if wemay so express it) hisown mas- \

that Americans were not var<nished by the

ter, and almost unfettered by instructions, dur- | prowess of their adversaries, bat that, “cn-

ing the entireantumnof 1812, He had ample |

countering on the threshold of Canada only

time, with adequate means to prepare anarmy {such insignificant obstacles ~s Voyageurs,

of five or six thousand strong, whom, if it had |

been only to keep them healthy, it would have
been better to put in motion. The English
Generals had imany greater difficulties to con-
tend with, in defending Canada, than the
Americans to conquerit.  Bronaparte’s carcer
in Italy,and Weilington's in Spain, began with,
and overcame, niuch greater disadvantages,
and so it ever will be, 2 true General must
struggle against prejudices and hindrances, in-
flicted by his own constituents, and look on
them as things to Ue overcome, and harder of
achievement than themere subduing the troops
opposed to him. The American commanders
were not men of this stamp, and, in conse-
quence, the exfoliation of Generals during the

;
!

{ traders, travellers and Indians, animated with
but a faint spivit of resistance {o invasion,™
they were conquered by the inaetivity and pol-
troonery of their commanders alone. The
same writer adds, “A man of talent leading
ourarmiesto Montreal,as might have been done
in 1812, wouid have probahly, biorght the war
toan end that year. England was completely
surprised and unprepared for it.  Such a
General at Detroit, Niagara or Champlhin s
would have driven the Engiish beyond Mon-
treal, might have produced imnmediate peace,
ITull and Dearborn, and exeentive inefliciency
were answerable for prolonging the war, the
vigorous and successtul commencement of
which might have creditably closed it soon:




