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This inarvellous wonian began life ainongc the ranks of the
people. Rer true naine, as everyone knows, wvas Mlary An
Evans. She was born at South Farin, iii CoIton parish, War-
wicksbiire, Eng,«iand, November 22, 1819. Thle first twcnity yenrs
of lier life, except wliat Lime slie ivas at sebool, were spent, ait
Oriff iouse,. an old-fashîoned, coinmodions aînd substa-ntiai dwei-
!ing, plea.sanitIy surrounded by lawvns and gardens. Her father,
Robt. Evans, miras originally a, carpeuter, afterward becamie a for-
ester, and stili later rose to, the position of land agent. FIe was; a
manî of strongr personaulity;, and was so respected and trusted by
his employers and ail w-ho, knew liii»i, that bis mnie becaime a
4'vynollym for trust-worthiness througbhout, the county. Different
sies of his chairacter lhave been sketched in the deline-ation of
Caleb Garth, Adain Bede, .1r. llackit, and Stradivarius. Hîs
second %vife, George Eliot's motlier, is said te h4ave beeni faiLli-
fuily portraye d iii Mr.Lackit, whose strong«ly cae càr
acter, industrious housewifery, anîd sharp, ready, cpigrmaînatic
speech were drawnj frorn the life. Undoubtcdly she aise, fur-
nislied some of the niateria-ls used in the creation of the famlous
chnaracter of Mrs. Poyser. Uariaii Evans inhlerited soine of lier
stroiiges risdrc froiniber parents, drawIing lier initellec-
tuai capaeity and patinstaking conscientiousiîes froin lier father,
aInd lier pointed wit, keeîî sense of huinorand faculty of minute
observation frein lier inother.

The sonnets "Brother and Sister7' arc autobiographicai and
give us soute idea of George Eliots eilidlîood, whicli is also, iii
many féature-N described in the story of Magg«ie Tulliver iu "The
Mill on theFls She spent live ycars1 iii q) girls schlooî ;ît
Nuneaton, aîîd thîrc years iii the IMisses Frankliies boarding-
school at Coventrry, receiving careful traiinge for which, sIc
-iways afterwards expressed the igetappreciation. TIc
recoliections of schiool-iiatcs* grive us tIc impression that slicwas
a shy, plain, clever girl, with fewv of the attributes of giflbod,
and se, cold anmd reserved thiat shc made few friends. At tIe age
of filteen sIc eleft sclîro1 aid pur-sued lier stutdios atlhomo.e Rer
mother died the next year, and whcn, soon :ifter, lier brother
and lier older sister nîarrUied and heft hiome, Ilariaji becaine for
%onie years inistress of lier fatlies house, naking butter md
cheee and attendiin- te iiiany houschohd duties. Nevertheless


