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There would ba a considacable Gentile popu-
lation. The Jews always deaspi@ed the Sa-
maritans, who, were a mixed. re.ce. They
accpted the Pentateucli as their Bible, but
along wlth this thev hssd rany suîperstitions
beliefs. That Philp and the chntrch alîould
be willing topreach the gospel in Sanaria is
a sign that the Christians were growilig
away from Jewi8h prejsîdice. J'rorIaimed
unto th.'mn the Christ <11ev. Ve~r.). The Sa-
inaritafl believed tîsata great prophetwould
corne as Mesaiah, Jolin 4 : 25.

V. 6. Midlituidee (11ev. Ver.). It was a
popular and general movement. Wilh eue
ilecord gare hecol. They were more open-
minded than the people of isîdire. See
John 4: .3-42. ll'hcn ths's. hesrrd, aund sivw

the signa (11v. Ver.). The people aeviimedtcu
have been impresaed chiefly by tise signe.
They wcre probably like the inhabitants of
Jerusalem ment.îoned in Jol11 2: 23, 24.
And yet the Sainaritana tu whomn Jasas
hll spolien, lid exhibited a vcry pure
faith, John 4 : 41, 42.

V. 7. Unelean spirits; "su calladl because
tlîey defiled and degraded both body and
sou!." Thosa thils afflicted are always put
in a clama by theusselvea in tile gospels arîd
Acte. Their case was more aggravated than
tîsat of ordinary diseusse. Ci-yisg teilh a Iaud
mice. The evul spirit was in full possession.
With pabMes; paralvaed, se that thcy could
flot use their limbe.

Il. Mimii Ilaptized; 9-19.

V.9. Si mon by name. Mais nsually known
as Simon Magna, (the Magician) and becaîne
famous in the history of the church as Ilthse
tatiser ofheresicaq." Me wa a Samaritan by
race and had attained great power. Used
aarSMr. Magic le the widar word. The
heurt of magic wus the beliet that it was
possible, by means ot certain secret devices
or charma or naines, tus get control over the
evil spirite wiîo held mile in this world.
The practice of it came eapccially (rom thes
Fast. (Nom. 22 : 6, etc. ;Josh. 13 : 22.)
Even in the Old Temtament thse Iaraelites
liad been warned against it, (Dent. 18: 10, 11)
and the Chîristian cliorcli ftnd magie an
evil that had t4) bu resisted. Half-pagan
Sainaria wus a good soi! on which it might

a So.ttmmed

flonrish. Sorcary wus as ranch to b. resisted
lu those days as spiritualism or Christian
Science tu-day. Brsrilched them; 11ev. Ver.
"1amazcd." Iit is tise saine word as -"I oli-
dcred " in v. 13. The effeet of bis wonders
was to 611l the people with astouishrnent at
bis power, su that lie hall a great tollowing.
)Iisn.self was some grs-at one. Tihe niagician
alwavs directed thse people tes himself, flot
to God. TIse apoatîca, wlseu they wrouglit
miracles, always gave tIse glory tes Jeuse
Christ.

V. 10. Th#i man àa gta poeer of Ood irhich
is caaed Great (11Lev. Vecr.). In tise conteni-
porary epeculations ot tîseir Gientile neigli-
bora and avcn to @orne exteut amouz the
.lcwa, there was a ttîcory that the distance
betwcen (iod and tIse world was filledl np by
ordera of beingi; or Ilpowcrs I (emeniations
of the Godhead), getting neaccr lu 1likenemsatu
(rod as they wcre ucarer in rank. Simon
probably taught that lie was tie greateat of
thcee powera. The ancient and lcarncd
cliurch fatherJeroine statcatlist Simon said,
IlI arn the word ot (bd. 1 arn omnipotent.
1 arn the whole ut God."

V. 12. Phiip, lika bis Master, preached
the kiagdosa of Gad, witlî ita laws ut conduet
and thse promise ut forgîvencas ut mins. (Sec
cli. 1 : 3.) Plsilip laid stress onuthe nceaity
ut repentance and a pure and lîoly lits, ail ut
whicls wus madie possible through the aneof
Jeans Christ, tbat ie bacausa ut wbat Ha was
and did.

III. 8imosi, the Borcerer Aise, 18.

V. 13. Simon aise belreved. It was not with
a pure faitiî, as the resuit provcd; but ha
believeti that this Naine Il Jeune Christ "
culd prouca greater miracles tlîan any
ottier. SI), in order tu get moine ut the power,
ha enrolled Himacit by baptierm as ona ut Hie
tollowers. Hie admiration for Christ was
flot for His wonderful character and the s'a-
damption which Ha had brought, but for
the marvellous power that the Nama lîad in
doiug woudcrtul works.

The Cliirch at Jerusaieni, where the
apoaties etili were, was tha sent ut authority.
Thsis misai'nary ingatîiering ot the Samar-
itans was novaI. It mrot be investigated;
se, a wa learn troni vs. 14-17, the two lead-


