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THE TRADER.

VICTORIA'S OROWN.

DESCIIBED BY MER MAJESTY'S MINKRALOGIST.

This was mnde by Messrs, Rundell &
Biidge in 1888 with jowels taken trom
old crowns, and others furnished by
commant of Hor Mnjesty. It coasists of
dinmwonds, pearls, rubies, sapphires and
omerslds, set in silver and gold; it has
a orimson velvet cap with ¢rmine border,
and ia lined with white silk. Its gross
weight is 89 oz. § dwt. troy.  "The lower
part of tho band above the ermiune border
consiets of a row of 120 pearls, and the
upper part of the band of a row of 112
pearls, between swhich, in front of the
crown, is 3 Jurge sapphire (partly drillod,
purchased for the crown by hie Majosty
King Georgo IV. At the back is n sap-
phire of smaller size, and six other sap-
phires fthree on cach side), between
which nre cight emernlds.  Above and
below the soven sapphires arce fourtcen |
diamonds, and around the 8 cmcmlds:
128 dimmonds. Between the cmeralds
and tho sapplures are sixteen trofoil |
ornpunents, containing 160 diamonds. |
Above the band ave cight sapphires sur-
mounnted by eight dinmonds, between
which are eight festoons cousisting of
148 dmmouds. In the front of the
crown, and 1 the centro of a diamond
Maltese cross, 1s the famous ruby snid to
have been given to Ldward, Princo of
Wales, son of Edward the Third, called
the Black Priiice, by Don Pedro, King of
Castile, after tue battle of Najera, near
Vittoria, A. D. 1867. This ruby WS |
worn in the helmet of IHeunry the Vifth, |
at tho battle of Agincourt, A. D. l415.i
It is prerced qute through, after the
Eastern custom, the upper part of the
picroing being filled by a small raby. :

Around tins ruby, m order to form the,
cross, are seventy-five brilliant diamonds, -
Threc other Maltese crosses, forming the .
two sides and back of the crown, lmvef
cmerald centres, aud contrin respectively
182, 124 and 180 briliant dismonds.

T

rose diamonds and one table diamond.
: The totnl number of dinmonds in the
archios and necorns is 108 bulhant, 116
“table and 650 rose diamonds. From the
upper part of thy avches arve suspended
Afour large pendaut poar-shaped noarls
“with rose diamond caps, containing
twelve rose dintmonds, and stems con.
taming twenty-four very small rose dia.,
~monds. Above the arch stands the

tho end of tho yoar turn upin a hat shop
or & watchmaker's. Not being appron.
tices, they are freo to 3o and come, influ.
enced by an extra doliar a week, and
having no fixed purpose to learn any
trade. Thus tho najority of boys of
to-day get n smuttering of sowe trade,

‘:nld finally pass themselves off ag skilled

workmen.  Sowe of them may bo experts
in some specinlty, but comparatively few

. wound, containing in tho lower hemi.of them are skilled workmon in all
sphere 804 brilliants, and in the upper  branches of tho trade of which they are
. 224 brilliants, tho zone and mre being | professed mastors. 'There are huudreds
.composed of 88 rose dmmonds. 'The|of 5o called printers, who know nothing
t cross on the snmmit has a rose.cut sap-, but plain type sotting, that any boy of
t phire in the centre, smrrounded by four,ordinary intelligenco can learn in six
+ large brilhauts and 108 smaller brillinnts. , months; thoy know nothing of' job work,
;cannot run a press, and could no more
"impose a sixteen page form than they
_could reach the moon. What is true of
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ABOUT APPRENTICES.

- {
1t is unfortunate for American industry |
that the apprentice system has become
obsolete. In the watclnnaking business, -
for instance, it nged to be that a boy went |

to leayn the trade and was regularly!
indentured as an appreatice for five or!
seven yeurs, For the first year ho wnsz
employed mninly as a chore boy about:
the shop or house of the *“mastor.”™ He
was fortunate if, in that year, he learned
the names of the more important tools.
The second year he wonld be set to ﬁling,’
or performing some of the conrser work.'
As he shiowed capacity for it he was
advanced by easy stages to regular work
at the bench, and by the time hie was
out of his appreaticeship, he was a
thorough workman, competent to do any
work presented. If he was ambitious,
he generally found opportunity to study
the science of horology, and so became
not only a skilled but a scientific work-
man. We have no such apprentices
now-a-days, and, as n consequence, fewer
thoroughly skilled workmen. Boys stray
into the workshops by aceident, and it is
purely a watter of chance whether the
workshop is a watchmaker's, a printing
office or a blicksmith’s shop.

printers is equally true of watchmakera:
they have a superficial knowledge of the
business, but are not to be classed ns
skilled workwen, familinr with all
branches of the business. The watch-
waker of to-dny who expects a steady
employment at good wages, must be com.
potent to sit at the benoh in a retai
establishment and do auny jobbing work
that may be required, from supplying a
smissing liok™ in a fine watch chain to
soldering & pin on a new 10 carat brooch
Such workmen are exccedingly scarce,
and, just now in great demand. 1t would
be & great benefit o the jewelry trade,
aud, in fact, %o all others, if tho'old
apprentice system could be revived. The
advantages to the present generation of
boys, aud to the next generation of uten
would be incaleulable. A man with a
good trade at his finger's end is compnr-
atively an independent person, and with
foresight and frugality, can readily
acquire n competence. Buta man with.
out a trade or any legitimato gccupation
is never certuin of obtaining employurent,
and ig linble at any mowment to become n
soldier in the great army of tramps with
which the conntry. is afflicted.. The

The! apprenticeship system gave us good work-

Between the four Maltese crosses ure, nccessity has come upon them toearn oy and good workmen made good

four ornnments in the form of the French i
fleur-de-lis, with four rubies in the]

. I . '
centres, and surrounded by rose din- 1 a week, without any r.egur.dfox the future, o ae of wen
or nuy settled determination to master a !
,trade.  They retain their pluces as long;

wonds, containing respectively eighty-
five, cighty-six and oighty-soven rose
diamonds. From the Maltese crosses
1ssue four unperial arches composed of
oak leaves and ncorns; the leaves con-

something, and they take the first oppor- !
tunity thay promises thew & dollar or two

as it suits them to do so and no longer.

No consideration for themselves or their!

employer, who has paid them wages

tain 728 rose, table and bnlhant din | when they were virtuslly earning nothing,
monds; thirty-two pearls fortn the embarrasses them, but the boy that has
agoree set in cups containing fifty-four! commensed in a printing office, wmay at

citizens; the abrogation of approntices

ave us superfieial workmen anid thoun-
without employment.—
Fechange.
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Dr. R. J. Gauling, the mventor of the famous
gun, was raised 1o a rough little log-cabin in the
heart of the North Carolina backwoods, \What
in time became the Gatling gun is s2id to have
sprung from a boyish attempt to make a corn.
planter.




