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THB CHURCHMAN'S FRIEND.

were things which had existenco only in the
brain of the Parson, or in the lives of himself
and a very few emnest-minded individuals of
his flock.

A« Dr. Saneroft pondered upon these things,
he fielt humbled, and earnestly confessed befure
(God that very many had been his own short-
comings; but he knew the gouduess and the
power of the Master he served, and that so long
as [Tis Ambassadors are faithful He iill not
withhold His blessing because of their many in-
firmitics; and that therefore his deficiencies
could not e the cause that he did mot see a
more populu Jdogree of ‘suecess; especially, as
after a “withind he counld not
honestly chaige himself with wiiful neglect of
dutys and the worthy man had a hearty con-
tempt for that voluntary huniility ¢ which
covers itself with sackeloth that others may
clothe it with purple!” He felt that he had not
shunned to declare the nhole counsel of God,
both as regarded the necessity and the way of
salvation. If in any outward matter he was
ready to take shame to bimself, it was that his
parochial visitings had not been more full; and
yot, upon referring to his diary, he found that
they had not been much short of one thousand,
during a year in which he had suffered much
affliction, both personal and in his family, and
Dbad besides been very largely engaged in lite-
rary labours for the good of the diocese in gene-
ral.  And then, thongh Dr. Sancroft was
deeply desirous of leaving no menans untried to
cause the flock committed to his care to * grow
in grace daily and in the knowledge of Christ
Jesus their Lord;” and therefore was ss distin-
guished for his parochial labours as he was for
bis ministerial and priestly faithfulness; still he
was deeply convinced that it was principally
in the Houso of God that ‘e was commissioned
to dispense the blessings of yardon aund grace to
the fuithful memkers of Chr'st, and that conse-
quently it was his daty chiel' v to nrge them to

cxamination,

meet him #Zere, where Jusas 1o most honvared .

by the assembling of His'saints, and wher~ the

Father has therefora most distinetivdly promised |
to meet His people. insemuch that He Las de- .

ared that there « 1iseye and His bheas ohali
dwoll” - '

Again, when Lie was ready to attribuie the
slow vevival of the church iu Thornton to his
own want of pulpit talent, he could not bat ad-
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. mit that however humble his abilities, 1t was

yet evident that he was not considered by either
his brethren or Lis flock as peculiarly deficient
in this respect; nor was he ungrat.ful, as he ve-
membered the pleasure and the - .it whichthe
lenst polishad of his people had frequently ex-
prressed as laving devived from his pulpit miuis-
trations.  But in truth Parson Sancroft did not.
lay that stress upon the value of pulpit elo-
quence as a means of extending the kingdom of
Christ and cansing His members to increase in
holiness, which some persons do. e knows
that the kingdom of God cometh not by obser-
vation, nor by human wisdom, or might, or
power, but by the simple declaration of Divine
truth and the constant, faithful adminisiration
of the Sacraments and other ordinances which
Clirist and His Apostles instituted, accompanied
by earnest sapplications for the gracious influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit. Were eloquence ne-
cessary to the spread of the Gospel, how slow
must be its progress! Not that we deny that
eloquence, like every other ralent, may be made
subservient to the cause of Christ, and when
possessed should be sacrecly dedicated to His
service. But it is'unquestionably far foo much
idolized in these latter days for its own sake;
insomuch that in their eagerness to hear the
teaching of cloguent lips, the people too often
forget that they went to pray, and to obtain
that grace which even the cloquence of an
Apolles could not bestow, but only teach its
necessity; while it is the office of the least
talented priest of Clrist to be the agent in im-
porting the sacred influences of the Holy Spirit
itself to those who hwmnbly and faithfully seek
them.

“ Ah!” at length sighed Dr. Sancroft, “I fear
the evil lies deeper than any simple ministerial
deficiency. It is, I fear, the old story, the
offence of thie cross has not yet ceased. I have
not shunned to rebuke open sin, and this I
know Lss offended a few; but alas, alas! this is
not the worsty 1 have preachied Christ 1x His
church, and this is, I question wot, the true
.ause that my ministrations ara not more popu-
lar. In this seiftsecking age men insist upon an
wadepeudent, flech-plossing, = Afexalting  veli-
gon! The very pricsthood of Christ Himself
is flouted, because in the depth of His conde-
scending love He has sicoped to meet the
wants and infirmities of his peopio by sharing




