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CLAIMS OF CA?ADA AS A MISSION

Under this her ling there appeared in the Mise
sionaryRecard t'the United Presbyterian Chureh,
for November and December last, an addross,
delivered at their weekly missionary meeting, to
the students of tho Theological Hall of that
Church in Scotland, by the Rev. J. I, A. Proud-
{foot, of London, C. W,

Wo agreo with Mr. Proudfoot as to the extent
of tho country, the fertility of the soil, and the
salubrity of the climate. Hu has not over rated
the spiritunl destitution that exists. Thero is
not generally a want of means among tho peo-
ple of Canada to support ordinances, althouzh
thero are many new siations in the country asking '
supply, which aro unable to defray tho expenscs. :

}

What is chiefly required is a vigourous cnlling‘
forth of their liberality, by drawing them out
and engaging their hearts in the causo of Christ. :

Mr. Proudfont thus well describes the charae- !
ter of the people:— ‘

!
*“They aro in gencral most enterprising and
intelligent. Hence their character is such as to
render the missionary’s labour among thetn much
more pleasant than in a heathen countey, and 1o
hold out much better prospects of suceess.  Many !
think differently.  They supposa that the Cana- |
dians arc in a measurc beyond the rango of civ- §
ilisation and refinement 5 that they are a grossly
ignorant pueple, and aro to be treated as such.
But thisis wholly a mistake. It ousht tobe re- 3
membered, that at tho carly settienent of Canada,
when tho navigation of the occan was compara-
tively littlo understood, and when little was
known of the country, it required a good deal of
courage to emigrato to Canada  Hence it was |
not the worthless and ignorant who left thia}
country, but men who could not brook the idea
of being dependent on others, men whoe were
prepared to put forth every cffort to attain an
honest independence.  This was their character.
And this character they have transmitted to their
children. In point of mnellizencaand geaeral
information, they aro faralicad of the same class
in Britain. The same. in a qualified =ense,
might almost be said of their religious know-
ledge. They hadenjoyed excelient opportuni-
ties, before leaving this country, and their gene-
ral mental improvement, and the increasing
comprchensiveness " their views, render them
more capablo of improving knowledge previously
acquired. Indeed, the Canadian people in gene-
1al are not destitute of the knowledge of the
trath. What they require is not so much to
kaow it, as to fcel its power—to have it brought
to bear upon their heart, and influcnee their lives
—a thing which, humanly speaking, cannot be
accomplished without a regular and efficient dia-
pensation of the means of grace. To labour
among such a people, therefore, must be pleasant
10 the most accomplished divine, while tho mec-
cees likely 10 atiend his labours is such asmight
gladdenthe heart of the most zealous Chiristian™

Mzr. P. assures the Scottish Theological sta-
dents that the voluntary character of their Chureh
gives it 2 most honourable and influeatial posi-
tion, and that the tide of popular opinion is fast
setting in its favour; whilst “another Church of
* which, alas! better might have beea expected,
* occupies a strange,undcfinable position, nobody
* rightly knows where, and holds principles which
“ nobody rightly undcrstands, and which are
“ caunciated in ever varying terms—such 28 ex-
« pedioncy for the time may dictate. Hence, it

."is 10 one Church maialy—not to mention the

“Congregationalists, who hold the samo viows !

——

and moro 8o that sho is in such extreme deerepi-

“on this point—that liberal and cnlightened ! tude, notwithstanding * her most honorable and
“ Presbyterians look as tho proper, consistent, | influcntial position—tho tide in her favour, and
“and unflinching roprosentatives of voluntary | the countenance of tho liberal and enlightened

“ principles in religion.”

that without such aid «ho ** will not bo ablo to

Having thns aspersed “ another chureh,” and | hold out smuch longer ™ that the principlo of her

glorified his own, n8 furnishing  the statements
and arguinents used by all the liberal candi-
dates,” (we supposo for Parliamentary honours)

the Rov. gentleman proceeds in additionto theso |

« circutnstances, cvery ono of which may be
viewed as a motivo to induce preachers in Scot~
land to enter upon® thoe Canadian field, to “ cnu-
werate a few motives, more properly a0 ealled.”

“ The first motive is, tho growing wealth and
“t cotfouts of tio people.

* The second motice, that tho ministers now in
#the field, unless aided by others from Scotland,
“ will neither bo shle to hnld ou:, nor maintain
«zheir preseat position much longer.

“ The third motice which T shall mention is,
“the prospect of a comfortable home for your-
“ sclves.

vitality is voluntarvism, and her distinctive foa.
turo"tho rabid cry, * voluntaryizm™

For « another church” of which wa profess to
know something, Mr. P. might well have spared
hin commiscration, and postponed passing judg-
ment on her position, until he had perused Gray's
Catecliism, or some other clamentary work on
the sulject.  His incapacity to defino her posi-
sion, proves it to o indefinable, in the samo way
that wo heard Suady Sim prove the non-cxist-
ence of the stmits of Belle Isle, by the conclusive
argument, “ I ne’er heard o't Ha should have
ascertained that ho hid defined, to somo purpose,
*ono church” beforo voluntecring his services to
“ another.” ?

Such accounts of Canada, and the ministers

whom its peoplo are aaid in this address camcaﬂy

“ The last motive which [ shall stato is, the | © invite, are fitted, if believed in other countrics,

“ carnest jnvitation of the people.”

Perhiaps, in ail churches somo have intruded !

into the ministry who wero actuated by no het-

ter motives than these, hut when or where were {

they ever held up as the inducements that should !
i prospect of succeeding here.  In no caws showld

iead preachers to enter into the Canadian, or any
other missienary field 1 Lot usnnt be misundes-
sfood as intimating that preacliers, any more
than other men, should unncccssarily expose
themselves to suffering, or court want or martyr-
dom ; far from it. Under tho law, the peoplo
were commanded to give the pantionto the Priesta
and to the Levites. They who wait at the altar
should he partakers with the altar, and under the
better digpensation, they wha preach the gospel
should live of the gospel.  God has denounced a

evrse a3~ thaze who rob hint in this respeet. !

Minis:crs have a right to parsonal and demestic
comforis, and ought not to disregard them, but
these are not the primary eonsiderations, and
should always bo viewed in subordination to the
great enda of tho gospel ministry.  Tho christian
preacher is compared 1o = soldier who mmst en-
deze hardness, and not be entangled with the af-
fairs of this life; who, like Paul, (2 Cor. xii.
4) sccks not tho papple’s wealty, but thamsslves,
and who is comforted in their spiritoal comfors.
It is a libel on religion, and an insult to the
Presbyicrian people of Canada, to say that min-
isters induced by sach sordid motives as *the
wealth and comforts of the people,” and * the
prospect of comforiable humes for themselves,”
can be other than a reproach to Christianity and
a carsa to thecountry.  They would cause many
1o s;umblo at the Jaw, and bo themselves made
contemptible before all the people. Mal. ii. §,
9. Who docs not know that for the sake of
covetous priests, teaching for filthy lacre’s smake,
Zion has been plowed as a field? Micah iit. 11.
Titas i. 12, . .,

Wo rather think that “ono church” will com-
sider it as a left-handed compliment 10 have it
s3id, that ministers indoced by wealth and com-
fortable homes, would be an acquisition to hee;

! to do harm. ‘Tho duty of overy fricnd of reli-

gion in this countzy, iz to dispel tho idea that the
| mferior grades of preachers will passinst. TItis
oaly the men wha are well qualified to supply
congrogations in thoir own land, that have any

he, who, from incompctence or want of right mor
tives, would fail in the old world to aecure a chuseh

i and “ a comfortable home,” bo induced to come
{ to this country in quest of them. He wil[ only

§ be more out of his clement.  Sach the people da
| not invite; but “the carest invitation™ is zivc;l
{ to those who, posscased of picty, and intellectual
{ ability, are devoted to the work of winning eouls
| to Clhniet-<who are willing to spead and bcqigu
{ in it—whom love to God aad the goepel cot~
, sirains—who, relying upon the promise, « lo,l;ln
| with you always,” would Jeave the attractions of
i homne and of kindred, would forego the compat‘l‘-
j tively comfortable scitlement and servica there—
10 engage in the severer duty in the colonial
church, and who,
Sclf-denied and umeduced . - |
By offerd brities, burning with love to souls,
Would preach the goepel for the gospel's sake, *
Would make sacrifices to carry the bread of life
to the destitute corners of this great Japd. © - ™
All such preachers, from whatever quanter
they may come, will bo a real accession to the
Church in Canada. Sach aretho men who have
borne, and arc still, along with the native trained
minisry, bearing tho burden and heat of the dsy.
Canada also presents a good field for piows
and devoted young men to stady for the minietry.
The Presbyterian Churches have, in their edwez-
tional institutions, Professors fitted 10 occupy the
like honourable and zesponsible posts in the'fae
therlands.  Although the student would mire
some of the facilition for the prosecution of his
stodies, yet he would, on the other hund, acquire
= kaowlcdge of the comntry, the characser and
habits of the people, and the prevailing forme of
etror, with which he will soon be ealled to com=
bat ; and be pwt intoa courss of training “for his
sucved calling, which would, 10 3 great ‘extedie,




