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0 ol iongvation, and desiting 10 maintain thimgn as they are, and nphold
hé ¢ one and ancient cumtoms of the comiitry,  What the numeri-
oal strength of those partica réepectively may bie, we havo no monns of
ootrectly asceninining 3 but in other reapacts, wé wore lod to bebieve it is
wech more nesrly cqenl than might at firet appear,  Uider oxisting cice
comitdhoce it 1o pext 16 impossible to Siperidin the cxart fiumber of
Christione in the country. Thers At doubitless many einerre befiewras
fa Cheist, kigwn only ae suth to Him, and porhaps to some of their
noovest sarthly frionds. There nre others whn, though they wiaht o
shilok Mo the avowal of theie faith and all ite consequences, yit bave
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# meens of commmnicating with 1hoee wha have abtained like preclegs |

fohh.  And thero are many more who, thiongh strangers 1o any docistve
W v from the :;-M']]m]. yot fully eatimate tho collateral bear.
1t s conferrcd ot the porple, and wonkl be elard 1o see it tecngmired
ond extonded 16 all clacecs, Hoveral ainong the ohlef officars with whon
we hod frvquent intercammae, toprosctited the youth of the conntry, above
the servile ¢inasce, na thiteting afier knowledigs, exproesend thelr ragret
that they were grawlng np withoot edueatton, and ealil they carpeaily
desited 1o peo the svhanls agaln in sctive apitation.  ‘I'iore are gl
thone, pirhaps & humerons clare, who (heugh dedtitite of any love for the
pel, see (00 far enliglitencod nnt to parceive the felly and the falene
mu well an tho tinsrconaty ehasacter of thelr sapersitions, *I'hreo
o0d, 1houch ot swipcciad of Christianity, occasionally, as wo weto
m. tidicule tho idols and ropitnach thoie keepers, thiough sure 1o
be foid or stherwise gunished for their Indisérotlon, Therd ate ale
Jarge numbers whosn the ex‘ertion and apjreteios of the present gavorn.
mont apd the wntreiuited labur exacted by tham have redueed to guch &
state of docinl wrotchedness, a8 1o render sny chaiige dasieable,
Although, (6 the reanona already stated, it 18 not oasy 10 lotne any
tike & cotrect elinnte of the numbiar of Chiristizns, yet wo are A
4 on teatimony fully entitled to confidence, that there ace conainly i
the capital awd ite immediate vicinily, aXE THOCRAND rERenss knairn to
each sther and mutnally recnzniseil an the dinciplea of Chriat. '} tose
meot regularly 6n tha Subbath and at other times, by nighy or by day,
for the worship of God med tho colchration of Christlan onlinaneos,
Besldes these, there atc knawn to bo considerable nombors In mber
. The Christinns comprise amonzal them rome nf the mosl futel.
ent and reputable men in the community ; many of them hold ffices
great respensibility, chiefly if ant mlely in caniscquence of their abil
0y, integrity and kmown worth, It is even supposcil that the suspegted,
$# act heowa Christianity of some of them is connived at on acoount of
s l‘mud.' fom ot the s connidered
wration ot the prosent persccution Je conidared
tn conncetion with the extreme scverity with which its maledictions have
fallon on sueh wumbers; whon it in known that xOT FEweR Thax oSy
RUNDASD PERSONS NAVE RERN PUT T® DEATH, hosidon tho far greater num.
bor thet are still sulfering csile, bonde and degradation, that their nem.
bor should ot the present time include 20 many 1o 8 matter of astoninh.
mont aod groiktade. But that, uader circumntances so adverse, their
number shonld continue te incrense, which, according 10 thie testimony
of mony witnesess, is the case, and that men and women, by birth and
ook mueh sbove the inferier clasees, though now in bonds, wearing
radely-fabricated heavy irons on their pereons night and day as the pen.
ality of theie sttachment tn Christ, should bo amang the moet active and
the moot succesaful in bringing others ta the Surionr, presents & ginto of
things which the Church and the world have but arely boon privileged
t> witness. It muet be ascribed to & higher than any human influcnce,
and is & demometeation that God is with them of & truth,

Connecled wilk the Chrintiuna are these sohn maw Aold the higheat
afices in the kingdem, and thase scho may wt wo distunt period exercine
the seveveign prwer. Bat opposced to them there is & aumerous, netive,
and fsfluontis! party, at present pomeasing great power and all fts ad-
vantages. aro tho patrons and suppartors of tho idols and their
hecpers; of tho sikidy and the tangena, of aluvery and coerced labar,
and all eloe included in what are termed the ancient custons of the
country. At tho head of this party is onc of the most active aidd able
messhors of the presont goverment. Ile §s & nephew of the Quecn's
cossequently cousia ti the Prince, as well as own brother to Ramonja,
snother member of the guvcrnment who in said to be in great favour
with the Quees, and an sitached and faithful Christian friend of the
Prines. . . . . Theleader of the anti.Chrisian panty is represented as
o shrowd, ambitions, daring man, with considerable business talont and
large propenty. It is said that no efforts arc spared by this chief and his
pasty to prevent the accension of the Prince to the throne, They are
said to sepresent himn to the Queen as totally unacquainted with the

business of government, and dewitched by th. Christians, and thay o’

place the sovereignty in his hands would ba to promote dissatisfaction,
and to sacrifice 1he good of the kingdom. ‘This is probably the Queen's
own opluion, for we were more than onee told that the fact of the Chris-
tians baving, as she deems it, taken advantags of the Prince’s inexperi-
ence and amiable disposition to draw him over to their party, has, more
thas all besides, exciled her extreme indignation. S:ill the Princo is
fiem ; he and hie wife are both members of the Church, and truo and con-
otant friends to _the most afflicted and suffering of the perncer:ted flock.
The father of the Fdnce’s wife, & time-hosored officer of distinguished
Teputation and grea. ‘afluence, though nit a Christian, is also their uied
and steady friend. ‘The Princo is represented as being exceedingly ami-
ablelin disposition and boworable in character. One who has soen niuch
of socioty wan latcly scme time at the capital, and thyugh ho las no
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synipathy with lis veligion, expressel *his apinion of his moral worth in
arnnk wermy ; he xaid he wae noy like n Malagaag in any featued of his
character, oy mod Hike an Bnghish genthanan, Ho s at all sohsuns
vory reretilul and atteative 0 liie ther, spendss g roch of his time
with hes, ool she (Qacr n i= said 1 Y exve ndingiy Stiactied to Bim 2 and
wehion distaded ft m granfying the purpese o her heart by naking kim
liot sonecemor, the nel that b= is hee own son, et onlf chitl seemia 1o
ovrrmle all olgeetine and supply all defieicneion,  How womlerful aro
the waye of (Lad ! Reldian was 4 jurpree noe rmdately fmed, of
e rienitesly carricd ont, than the drtermisation of the higheat ane
thetisiea 1o cxtingolsli Chrietisnity in Mafageaesr. Thoro waz g0
apnting of the fite aud {agget” aml 29 bemg wae the peisvgutiin aontin.
weal, and o puefewe e shedding of huraan Mo, that meny imagined
tho pirwsse aecotiplished, At that titme Te whe snhapbinaies ait things
1o hig ewn will, calicd intn exeecion the tuatetnnl instinet in the unly
lreart fn which it could « Tertually opemte o stop the fow of Linuan
Wesnd andl 10 clierich aml invest with the pegusite prvstuge of sutharity anil
power, the only fruinse agenep that conld offetoally shivld amd tustor
the despimed gl definis o sathoters for Uhrie,  Nampe, idedienit 1o fta
Authet, sean sipteme 3 the tnntheg's firlings wore staanger than the fane
atleimg ol mgeefy af the maligoan: gust of idobairy, and were thus
nnde siheereirnt to the prosavation of thay tevilal aml rojoted faith,
T whith atl nastom of the eat.h aisll By pltimately blossml, Lo, thome
are n patt of His ways who i wonderful in cunnsel and oxeallent in
warking,

Though the Jant g cund to hiope fire Ietter days afforded by the eharac-
ter of the Piner and his faithful adherents, furnishos reasonablo cavée
for jag. iv is neodful to tejnies with trembling.  One of tho Intest leticrs
frmn tho eapital confinms, st fally, rumope previously boand, of 8 fore
midable convyuraey agzsinet the Jue of the Prinee, At the head of this
ocunpiitacy im his deadly rival ; and & gentleman teevatly at the onplial,
and possessing geenl yweaim of infunmation, mid very meeently that if this
man wero mat pread vimdantly watched, night and day, ne uno could
guasantea the Drinec's lile for fonrand-twenty hoars,

The Quren, whn s now ahay mixty-four or sixty-sis vears of age,
and is moreover sald fo have revently becapits comparntively fooble, snd
to 1akae but littlo part in pwhl ¢ sflabes, doea not perhagm feel hors )l strongg
snnagh to seize AL onso and (o dumesg the chief of the ennxpizators : she
dura ot ioweter omit what she douhiiem desme cifectant procantionnry
incasires,  Whenever his adversary is alrent fran tho pminer, the Prince
itnat allowed to leave it and whon tho Prince is alsent, the Quoen
commnands the pertenal attendance of his r.eal; or if emergencies rogquire
both 10 bs alsent at the smne tune, special means aro weed for the
Princeamafety. A stroug corps of selected men hava been enrvlled an
his body-guaed, having the same cquipment and arme and designated by
the same namo as those fonmed by Radamna for a sindar purpose,  Thoe
1raops are at all 1imes, but capecially whon he goea ont, in considcrable
futce nhout the Prince’s poreon. e himrell no doulit places lux conie
denco In tho protection of a moro invinciblo anm, but thede precantions
show the Queon’s sense of her son'’s danger and her angioty on his ace
count,

A fiate of things s precarions (o the Prinee may porhaps hiave hare
tened tho decision which, when on the veey eve of leaving the country,
we heand the Queen bl tande.  An offieet of considerable rmnk and
lang service statod, o the Iast day that wo werw on shiato at "'ainatave,
that the Queen had resoived to retire from the coverament, amil was ace
tuslly making peeparations for the coronaten of the Prinee, who, ho
adiled, was ot to exercise a co-onlinate autherity with hia muther, bot to
be canstitigerd solo ruler of the ¢ untry.  Th s may bo anly an wnfonnde
ed rumor, it it was communieated an the fiel 1nstance, withwut any
solicitation frun us, and it Was roeoate aftorwants wath several pasticu
tare, and the aouranece thiat the istellizonce was mnonag the junsg recont
tidinge from the eapitnl,  We peantted that our depasture on thoe follow-
ing ioraing prevented ong making inquiries rospecting i3 in other quaee
{08, » » . » ]

'The intoreats of tnta relizion among the Malagany have, at differont
periods, appoarad to be placed in extreme poril, but nover scemingly
maro go than at the prezent time. Should sho Queen be suddenly ro-
moved before the Prince is firmly established rs lier successor, or shonld
his lifo bo snerificed to the ambiticn a0 d the enmity of his rival, thore
would 1ot oniy be = geeat degtruction of butpan hife, but a rovival of the
ptrsccutions against tho Christinng, m all probability mero violent and
cruel than has yet been withezaed, “I'he rival of thoe Prince was the
chief ingtigator in the Iast posseention, and be is the only one now who
veniuros to uccuse the Christiaus to the Queen s all othiers are deterred
by the fear that the Prnce may remember it Liereafter 3 but this man mill
pursucs tham with unreleating hatred.  Could the friends of Christ at
hiome, these who have contrituted 25 prompily and so liberally towards
the rencwal of missionary 1abars when tho door appeared epen, but clestly
peteeivo the full imporiance of the interests involved, nnd the apparcotly
inuninent peril in which the Malagasy churchies aro now placed, 1 am
perstaded there would forthwith bo mnanifesied such & gencral, earnest,
united, and importenato spirit of prayer vato the Most High as should
form tho most cnconraging ground of hope not only that the life of the
Prince, apparently so precions, would bio presesved, but that the churches
would be favoured with reet, increase, and a state of pre-eminent pros-
perity.  The Christian churclies at houe have, on more than one seea-
sion, shown thewselves, in recont times, to be numing fathers to infant



