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sation. The Lord’s day and the Lord’s house are not exempt. The
matrons and maids, sires and sons, all are agog, druinming and begg-
ing, in order to render imposing and profitable the approaching relig-
tous fair. The day arrives ; from all gquarters the crowd is winding its
way to old Charity, and -oon & host of merry faces and joyous hearts
are collected there. Tables for eating and tables for trafficking are
spread, and all things are soon under way. Tho table for euting groans
under viands the most varied and tempting. One dollar is paid for }
dinner. The tables for trafficking are filled with nameless little items,
a lady or more behined each, and a crowd in front, here a gentleman
is bartering for a boquet, another for a pair of socks, these for a tidy ¥
&e., &c., Yonder seems to be a merry group, what is there tha’ is so
amusing and attractive? It is the forfune feller! fortunes are hero
told by a Doll Baby for 25 or 50 cents a piece. Some may be curious
to know how this is conducted. The Ragz, China, or Wax Doil, as it §
may happen to be, is tastily dressed, and made to stand on 2 tablein }-
the centre of a sheet of letter paper, with agreeable mottos upon love,
courtship, marriage, &c., &c., writben on lines running from centre to
circumstance, holding in its hand a pointer. Fhe Doll Baby is assign.
¢d to some one, (a matron I suppose,) whose duty is to sec that it
performs its part and to see that it is paid for se doing. All who wish
their fortunes told can go up. The sheet of paper is gently turned, (I
suppose by the matron) and stops with the poiater in the Doll’s hand
resting on a motto, which is considered the fortune of the applicant,
It is read out.to the individual, down is laid the fee, amid the jest, the
laugh, and so on through the day pr ceeds the business of fortune tell.
ing. Yonder is one busily eugaged in directing letters. It is soun
announced that the mail has arrived, which produces quite 2 sersation, §
The Post Master opens the mail and announces letters for A, B. C. D,
&e., &c., with 2o cents postage on each. The postage is paid, the
envelope is broken, as wus ¢xpected, 2 blavk,a cheat——neyer mind, the
end justifies the means. It is now announced that a chance is offered
for the ring-—you ask, what do you mean ? A ring is put up into ihe.
cake, slices ure sold for 50 cents or a dollar a piece.  Lottery like, thes
fortunate man gets a valuable ring for his investment. As in alls
games of chance, some must lose, their loss has beena gain to the treas. |
ury of the church. While these vavied dutics sre being faithfully §
and profitable performed amid a scene of perfeet jolification, the fathers
in the church src scen gliding to and fro through tho cruwd, greatly |
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