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number of' ill-disposed people, in ail times and places,

to carry reports against their neigbbours, and especially

against those who are, for any reason, objeets of envy and

jealousy, and it was flot long before the King was

informed that those Jcws bad refused to obey him. Ilc

was very much enriaed, and sent for the mnen, -whose

naines wcre, Shiadrach, M%,esbach, and Abednego, and

questioned thcm, whcther thcy liad disobeycd Min, and

if they refused to serve bis gods, and 'worship the golden

image which he had set up; and that they rnight bc

better disposcd to obedience, lie rcpcated to tbem wvhat

bis bic.alds liad already proclaimed, that aIl Nyho refused

to do as he had eominanded, should bc thrown ino tlic

i5ery furnace; and then asked them scornfully, "Who

,was flic God wvho %vas able to deliver themi out of bis

Lands "" Look, Elizabeth, for tlic tbird chapter of

D~aniel, and in the sintcc-'th, sevcîîteenth and eigbItecnth

verses, you will flnd thc answer of tlie Jcws to flic King.

E lizabeth.-" Sliadracb, Mesbaeh, and Ahednego,
answercd and said to flie Ring: Oh, Ncbuchadnezzar,
ive arc flot careful to answer tlice in this inatter.

"If it ha so, our God, wvhom we serve, is able to

deliver us fromn flic burning 6cery furnace, and lie will

deliver us out of thine band, oh King.

" But if flot, ha it L-nown unto thea, oh, King, tha.' wc

will flot serve thy gods, iuor worship the golden image

Airs. .APnod.-Nebuchadnezzar was so much exuraged

by this answer, that ha ojrdered the furnace to he hcated

seven times more than it Jîad heen usually heated, and

ha caused those poor men, whom ha bclieved to be in

bis power, to ha bound as they were, with ail their

clothinz 1Upon thew, and cast ifito the fiery furnace; and


