Selcctions.

Bbut Ella thought her father would be so
delighted to see her so employed, that he
would let her have all the money she
needed. T need not have feared for M,
B—'s purse, for the poor woman only
obtained one of Ellw’s shillings, and the
boys and girls one loaf each. It was a
¢noble impulse,’” but only an impulse.”

# T have heard you mention Carrie
J=," T suggested, for I loved to hear
the old Indy talk.

¢ A, poor Carrie!” she replied ; “ she
was as warm-hearted o givl as I ever
knew, aiways wishful to do good, but
never suceessful in her (~ﬂo1(s simply
beeause  she  followed  her mnpnl\ts.
¢ Carrie, darling, T said to her one day,
“yoa begin 50 manv things, and do not
carry them on ¢ Well, Auntie,” she ve-
plied, (she always called me Auntie,)
¢ that is becaunse I am finding ont, that
my occupations are only of relative Tm-
portance T waited, for T did not under-
stand the speech. Cu-n ie fidgetted and
blushed, and at last asked, ¢ Don’t you sce,
Auntic? T confessed 1 did not, and the
dear girl tried o0 explain how that when
she reame a teacher in the Sunday-
school. she found the lessous she gave the
children were comparatively uscless, be-
cause of evil home-influences ; so she
aave up her class for the more fmportant
duty of visiting the mothers. This
brought her into coniact with so much
ignorance and misery, that she was 7m-
grelied to try to establish 2 clothing.-club
and a sewingameeting for mothers ; but
this she found did not succeed; e cause
the fathers spent so much at the public-
house, and she must try and do sore-
thing with the men.  She knew wany
Jadies liad great influence with rongh
wen, imd she. spoke of Miss Meush, Mrs.
Danicll and Miss Macpherson ; but poor
Jittle Carvie 1s at present (lmm/ nothing.
What her uext impulse may be I amaot
tell. T trust God will graciously direct
and teach her”

Theve was a long panse now, and T
thought, my friend had ceased, but she

again | spoke :—

« T was just thinking of Edward N—
he was o fine specimen of an English
schoothoy, but he hias disappointed the ex-
pectations of all his friends. I had one
day been talking to him about his futnre,
when he exclidmed,—

“t AL ! I mean to be @ nodel man?’

i

315

“¢Tndeed !’ I said, ¢ then why not be
a model boy 7’

“¢You forget, ma'am,” he said, ¢ that
hoys’ characters are not formed yet; I
know Wordsworth says, ¢ The child is
father to the man,” but it is not always
50, becanse a boy is gaining knowledge
of character, and can form his own from
the best model.’

“cAnd who may
Edward 7 1 asked.

“: Not one man only,’ he replied ; ¢ but
T am veading a good deal of history and
lnour,\])h\', and then T make netes of the
traits in character that I admire, and
mean to cnltivate them, so that I may
pos-ess Wellington’s punctuality Stephen-
son'’s perseverance, Sir Puilip Sidoey’s
generosity, Washington’s  truthfulness,
and so on.’

“T could but smile at the hoy’s ardor
and enthusiasm, and noting the swile, he
shook his head, s:\\'m«_',--

44 You think T am aiming too high ¥

“¢ No, indeed !' T said, ‘hun not lngh
enough.’ So I found 1 Peter i, and
read how the Apostle says of Christ that
He ¢suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that we should follow Ifis steps;’
and 1 showed him ouwr Saviowm’s own
words in Joln xiii. 15, and tried to say
a little about humility, and the hind-
nces he would find in his own evil
heart. T asked him if he would not come
to Jesus as a sinner, and ask for his
pardoning mercy, and then for grace to
lead anew life. The boy listened with
tears ;3 hut alas! hitherto he has not
tradden in the Saviour's steps, and the
noble impulses of his boyheod have not

be your model,

Leen carvied out as he intended, for
although 1 thoronghly believe in his

truthfulness, T know him to be lament-
ably deficient. in punctuality and  per-
severanze.  He has just now entered
upon 2 new situation, and tells me he
shall turn over a new leafl”

Our conversation heve ceased, but not
my observation of Tdward Ne—. Appar-
ently, like Allie, he “conld wot he
troubled,” and when reminded of his
praposes, and how they have heen hroken,
if not in Allie’s words, yet in similuy, he
remavked, ¥ See what  the practice
involves!™ He has now been many
vears in 2 foreign land, aud has possibly
lezrned his own untter insufliciency and
helplessuess, and T sometimes hopl' that
cre now he has been led to the knowledge



