
THE INDEPENDXNT FORESTER..
tions tlîat the funde appear to lic wcll iuvcsted.
and as far as current teis and defcrred ri8s (as
set forth i» the fiftli sulhedule to tic Board of
Trade) are conccrued, tlîey are moro than ample to
ineet aIl liabilities. \Ve thinki, nay. wc feel sure,
tliat this important Order lias a great ftutire beforo
it, aîîd wc, tiierefore, have no liesitation in strongly
recommcndiuig it to tic careful consideration of
rcadcrs of T1he Civil Service Gazette, and, further,
to obtain full information fromt the chief office of
the Order, or froin tic London office wvhosb ad-
dress -.ve liave giveni.

(The C'ommercial Wortd, July lst, 1899.>

At the 3lst December, 1897, this Canadian ira-
tomnai Order liad 3,890 Britisli Contracts in force,
assuring £967,900, the aunuai premiunis payable
thereon beiiig £12, 104. Tliis is a fairly large
bâsiness, alUîoughi not wliat wve liad been led te
expcctby the grandiloquent utterauces from timeto
tiînmu of tlîose utlitdally associatcd with the Order.
Nevertlieless, tic purely Bni isli business ouglit to
be stufficiently extensive to secure for the Order a
fair mensuire of attenTion in the columuis of tlue
centemperary press, sucli as it ccrtainly lias net
received in the past. Tlie publication, aftcr accept.
ance by tlie Board of Trade, of tlîe valuation of
the assets and liabilities of the Order, as at 3ls4.
December, 1897, affords the requisite opportun-
ity for making good past sliomncoinigs in this
redpect, and we are glad to find the press risiîîg to
the occasion.

Tlie actuary responsible ?,,r tlié calculations is
Mr. C. H. E. Rea, whIo liao perfor-ied bis task

wiha eonscientious regard for tlîe dignity of his
profession whiehi is beyoud praise. The subjeet is
a vcry delicate onue, but it is no use professing
blindness wlien the afiliction is not present, and,
therefore, we do not liesitate to state that shelter-
ing theinselves bdIiîîî'l the plea of taking their in-
structionE;fr.or.-à the directors, f:everal consultants
hiave appendud tlieir naies te valuations, the con-
clusions in which, were, to put it mildly, totally in-
adequate in se far as tliey exposed the truc state
of afaiirs. In not one, but hiaîf a score of places in
this valuation made by, Mr. Rea wve hiave evidence
too plain to be overlookcd, unless wilfully, tlîat
the actuary lias liad a free hand, and thiat his aim
througlioun, lias been to expose everythuîîg in con-
nection wvith tlîe louer workings of .the Order to tlîe
full liglit oi day.

(The Broad Atrrow: Thte Naval and Militz-m
Gazette.)

*This well-known Order, to whili ve have pre.
viously lîad occasion to refer and comnîend, lias
recently issued tlie report of Mr. C. H E. Rua,
the eminent actuary, vhio b:as just conipleted an
examination and vaiuation cf tlîe financial position
of the Order. Shortly, it may bc said thiat the re-
port is iii every way satisfactory, anîd fully con-
firnis thie good opinion wc formed of its prospects
and managenr-îît, as well as of tlîe financial secur-
ity it ensures its members. Conclucted on rigid
lines of ecenemy, and worked on tlîe sure prin
ciples of trusteeship, its success was to our minci
'nsured, and it is gratifying te find howv muelh
this lias proved to be se. The artuary reports:

'lThe funds appear to be well invcsted, aiîd as
far as cuirrent terni and deferred risks are con-
ccrred, tlîc.y are innre tlian ample to meet al

" Ha ving regard to tlieseveral advantr geous fea-
titics in your Society, and espccially in considering
tic reniai kablo ecoîîomy iL mianiagement engender-
ed iiîder you rspecial f iaternal principles, 1 arn of
opinion tlîat the mReiuber8 cotild enjoy assurance
at a level preinivin (without any Asseasment
Clause> on exceptionally favorable termns."

ihese words aiford stru~ng endorsement in favor
of the Order, but not more so than is warr.ntedl
by the facts.

311 anib MIout the Zemp[e.
The Boudoir of My Lady Nicotine.

Where the Focrestric Tobacco Parlizment
Meets.

There was a tinie wlien the vending of tobacco
was no' an estecîîîed profession in Canada, and the
vendor kept lis sliop in a one-storey edifice that
looked like an ill-used packing box stood on end.
lit that time the stock-in-tradc consi.ated niainly of
black-strap aîîd liard plug, with corncobs and
clays ; whilc, for the luxurious-minded there miglit
be a few briar-roots and packages of out plug, and
even boxes of cigars. The cigars had no Plimsoll
mark, and you didn't know their proper drauglit ;
but nien's lungs were st ronger in those days.
Nowadays the tobaccoa -erchant is a sumptuous
personage, w'ho muBt needs have over his head the
fincst building in the city. Accordingly we find in
the Temple Building itseif a cigar store, whcre you
can go in and buy the clieapest, and (if you haven't
any more rnoney than an editor), admire the niost
oruate Unes of tobaccos, cigars, gold-mounted
briar-roots an<l hand-made corncobs that ever the
taste of man collccted and displayed.

There wvas a time wvl3n the smoking of tobacco
was a discouragcd enchartmnent in this land of a
clear atmosphere ; wlien tlie smoker sat in a saw-
dust-carpeted and chrorao-pictured rooni, and ex-
pectorated not'wisely but too Nvell. That the old
order of things lias passed, wve may learn from the
following, enthusiastic description that bias been
made of the Temple Café smoking parlor:

" Two large roonis in tlie basement, immediately
below tlie red room of the restaurant, are given
over to the smoke.:s, and tluey are complete in
every dletail.

The smoking parlor and reading rooni is a very
hancisome apartmnent, and is in itself worthy of se-
cial remark. The liandsome ceilings, the beauti-
fully decorated walls, the sombre metal wor:c, the
polished floor and the general appearance of the
roo-n are what, miglit be expecteil of a room in the
Temple Building. But the furniture which lias
been installed there inakes the place particularly
attractive. In the centre of the room ig a large
quarter-oak table, in ileîf a work of art On one
side is a large lounge filled with tlîti best quality oi


