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ing which alone can prevail to bring men
out of durkness and viee to the light and
purity of the Gospel of Christ. Nothing
but nctual contact with heathen darkness
can make oue appreciate the energy of the
former which brings men ontof' it.—Belies ¢
me, &
Vivesnt W. Mavuiriys.,

Rev. Dr. Tidman.

It will he observed that the Bishop speaks
of establishing a Churchof Englaud Mission
for places on the const of theisland. We
have yeason to believe that there is a pros-
peet of this plan being carvied juto eflect
ander the auspices of the Chreh Mission-
ary Society.

PERSEGUTION IN AFRICA.

Madagascar is not the only centre of in-
teveet in Avricn. The following letter
shows what Christians among the Bavo-
tongs, a tribe of Central Afvicans, can en-
duve for the faith :—

“Jt is now move than ayear since Mont-
gioe, the chief, assumed an attitude of open
hostility towards his Christica subjects.—
Matters were hastened by the ununsually
Large number of young people who, under
religions impression, ceased to take an in-
terest in those suhjects which engage the
atrention of the young in a heathen town.
When these inquivers were ahout to be en-
rolled in classes, and thus take up aposition
as ‘hathu ba lehukw’ (people ofthe Word),
the chief resolvert to prevent their doiug so.
is decision was that they must first observe
the usual custom of their forefathers, and
especially that they must join in the reed-
danee, aud that afeerwards they might ¢ join
the Word of God.”  Moleme and the disci-
ples were opposed to this course as oue
which virtually obliged them to serve two
masters—a thing which, they said, God’s
Word told thein no one could do. T need
not tell you what would be the result of re-
sistance to the will of the chief in snch o
town as Montsioe’s : the consequent pisos,
accusations, defences, and general lond talk-
ing in public; the funily strifes, the up-
braidiugs, the asseverations, in private.—
All this was enacted among the Bavolong,
when the young people resisted the will of
their king, and broke off from the customs
of their forefathers.

“The next eaunse of offence was the refu-
sal of the Christian young men and inqui-
rers to go to the hunt (lechulo) as usnal.—
‘This was followed by another ¢ evime,’ their
refusal to join in digging the ‘garden of
rain,’ tsimo eca pula. 'This is, as you are
aware, a heathen ceremony, and those who
take part in it ave of course abettors of rain
making. Moleme and Jan, with the other
believers and inquirers, refusing to join in

digging this ‘garden of rain,” requested

that, if the king wished a test of their loy-

alty he should appoint them another field,

which they would he quiie willing to digat

bis command. ‘Do not accuse us of dis-

obedience ¥ saidthey to thechief; ¢ vouare
still our father, and 1 all things helonging

to your kingdom we ave still your most
willing subjects; only concerning our old

custons and the Word of God, we have be-
lieved the latter, have ‘“entered into the
Word,” and therefore may not join in the-
dark deeds of our torefathers, who had not

the knowledge which we possess.’

“ Badtled in these endeavours, Montsie
had recourse to another plan.  In the ab-
senee of the two chief men among the ve-
lievers, he gave out the order that on the
following Sabbath there should beno meet-
ing in the little chapel—all were to join in
the usual singing and danecing by moonlight.
In spite of the chief, the belicvers met as
usual, led on and encouraged by two wo-
men, whose names 1 forget, but who cer-

ainly acted in o manner worthy of their
Christinnity.  Finding that his command
was unheeded, the chief resolved to scatter
the little company by terrifying the females,
who he knew animated the rest.  Accord-
ingly, while one of the male members of'the
church was engaged in prayer, Montsioe
appeared at the chapel door, a naked 15uro-
pean sword in hand; the services were in-
terrupted, and doubtless many were terifi-
ed.  Montsioe ordered the worshippers im-
mediately to disperse ; but he was answered
by one of the two women, that they were
doing nothing but what was required of
them as ‘ people of God’s Word,” and that
they shonld just go on with the service.—
Then followed what must have struck ter-
ror into many hearts, and what. was meant
to terrify all. The chicef, in a great rage,
indignant at being opposed to the face by
women, threatened the most dreadful things
if they did not at ouce leave the place. '
believe he ultimately suceeeded in clenring
the chapel; but he was utterly foiled, ne-
vertheless, in his endeavourto put a stop to
the regular meetings tor worship, which
were taking place up to the time of my vi-
sit.

“But perhaps the most interesting part
of this account remains to be told. Mont-
sioc has a danghter, not more than twenty
years of age, who is muarried to a seriouns
thinking young man, and who herself is a
believer.  After it had occurred to the chicf
to crush Christianity nong his people, he
felt of course that hemust ¢ begin at home.”
Accordingly he forbade his daughter to at-
tend the public worship. e was obeyed
in this; but the heads of the chureh endea-
voured to make up to her what loss she
might sustain by her obedience to this cruel
command, by regularly sending one of their




