
802 ~ ~ ~ 1%e me illib ft)rtign geuarb. o

will probably ho passcd upon anfi sanction-
cd by the ncxt; Syntad, %vilti wvill convene
in 1878. Tiîiatory steps wvere tken by tho
Synod wvith a vicw te secturing uniforin
commen taries on ail die books of ýhe New
Tes-tament.

The Commnittes appointcdl by the laet
Synod to correspond wvith other Preshy-
tzerian bodies in China, with reference tu
uniting these bodiecs in one l>rcsbytcrian
Church, reported that, while ail ngrc as te
the desirablcness of securing such a resuit
as soion as possible, it 18 te general opinion
that; the time for bringing about sucb a
union lias flot yct arrihed. ''Thecuinnittc
recommcndcd thc 'formation of a Presly-
terian confederation similar to the one in-
augurated j India, as tlic most feasible
stop towards seccuring an organie union iii
the future. Thiis recommendation unas
adopted.

Ia connection with the meetings of tho
Synod, evening confèrences were lheld by
tiie forcign mcnil>crs and other misâienarie*s
present, which was full of inte~rest a#td
profit. These coaférences resuired in the ap-
poiatment of a coinmitte to propose and se-
cure, if practicable, a conférence of ail the
saissionaries in China.

It ivas the general opinion that hoth the
Synod and the conferences more thau real-
îzed the expectutions of those who, came to
attend them.

A tcev statisties ivill show tho present
state of this Synod, and the influence wvhich
it may bcecxj)ected to cxert in the future:
Number of foreiga missionaries belong-

;ng the Syiiod.... ............ 24
Native pastors..................... 14
Licentiates ........................ 6
Candidates for liensure .............. 17
Nunîber of native churclies............ 23
Wliole number of ch trchi memnbers. .. 1 9
Number receivcd dnring the last year. . 223

LATE SYNODICAI MEETINGS.
The Synods hield at New Glasgow,

:Nova Scotia, frein tîte 21st tili the 24th uIt.,
wiil, 've hope, mark% a mornentous era ln
thte history of Preshyterianism in the Sea-
Provinces of our Dominion. 1-lopefully,
yet anxîously, we looked forward to, the
meetings te bce hcld on those days: and
now that; they are past wve rejeice witlt
trembling. In -both Synods the chief
matter, loomiag high above ail the rest,
wvas Union. In our uwn yaud tîtere ivas
complcte unanimity. It was most impres-
sive te hear front the Clerk's Table the roll

-oPesyteries, Sessions and Congregya-

tiens thiat gave their unreserveti assent and
consent to the Basis and the Resolutions.
There was net; thirougliout *ho wvhole
bounds of the Synod ene Cungregation or
Session or Minister opposing or objcîing
te the Basis. No woncier the S'-nod burst
jute songs of praise andi prayers ef tiianks-
giving. It is tîte doing of the Lord. Wh(,
îvould have the courarge tor ut c'n fie
year3 ago to anticipato sncb a consumnia-
tien I1

In tîte Sister Synoâ tîtere ivas a time of
doubt and trial. Truc, the propoed
Union ivas sanction-(] by the Constitution-
al majority, and more. Thrc fourths (,f
the Presbyteries nnd Congregations hrd
approxed of it. Yct there wvas formidable
local opposition. Newv Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, Halifax, were of one mid
-unanimeus, enthusiastie, for Union.
But Pictou. Prcsbytery, or radier a large
majority of the Congregations lîad assum-
ed an attitude ef opposition. Earnestly
and prayerfully the subjeet w-as discusstxl,
and ien at last the vote was reaehed,
twenty-six voteti for Union, and only
seven against it. 0f the seven, four wvc
minibters and tlîrce eiders. It is hopcdl
andi believeti that these bretîtrea wiii bc
able te sec their way clear te jein their
brethren and thus preveur the painftil
spectacle of separatien.

This Synoti toek an important pra-tical
stop in the direction of cc-operation ii,
selcîing 11ev. AIa Pollok te bie a Pro-
fesser in the Tîteological Hail, Halifax.

The miner matters ttat; oeeupied sorno
time in our own Synod are net wvorthy te
ho montioned aiongsidc of tue main sub-
jeot. The Synoti is over now, anti wo
trust that as a tokea of gratitude te the
great Head of the Clturch, ail Hlis servants,
ail Ris people, ivili manifest inecaseti
activity andi devotion in Ris service.

11EV. L. G. MAcNEubr recentîy reccir-
cd a cail from the congregation et Mone-
ton. After mucli deliberation lie declincti
the cal!,-uanier the convicti on that bis
post of dnty is stili at Mait1ind. Ir. bis
decision the Presbytery of' ialifaix con-
currcd, whi!e they decpiy sympatitize with
the people of Moncton.
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