
ZbiXlome anlo ffortignftut orb.

lu 1801l, an elaborate IlJPlan-of Union "
wvas forrncd butwcen the General Assumblly
of the American Presbytcrian Churcli and
the General Association of the Cengrega-
tiolialists of Connecticut. The history and
resuits of te I1Plan " are instructive. It
wins arrangcd. that if a Congrugational
churcli called a Presbyteriaii miaister, its
aflhirs %vr stili te bu conductcd on its old
principles. If a difficulty arose wvith the

iiiscer, the inattur miglit bu ref'crred te
Prcsbytcryv if both parties consented ; if
net, tea Cotncil. If aPrcsbyterian churcli
called a Congregational inisterlie was
te bu amenablu te thu Association, or te a
Coxnceil forineil " liaif-and-liaif." The
sciiemu hiad ciaborato provisions in it for
minerities, and majerities, and aIl sorts of
diffieulties. But the resuit was, that it wa3
seon feit to bu an intoierabie nuisance, a
gatcway fer strife, sehisin, hcrcsy and back-
sliding. It drîîgged on a painful existence
inutil 1837, wlien it ;vas abregated under

Old Sool asccndcncy. It wvas, lîowevcr,
readoptcd by the New Sclîooi, ininidiately
after the gYreat division.

We muzst now corne te tue sad era of
stifesud sclîismn. Tie Presbyterian Cliurchi
in the United States ivas frein the first
emincntly ortliodox. Ithlas beuzi truc te
the great evangelical doctrines, while Con-
gregationalisin lias beconie thorougly poi-
sonedwitli ncology. ThiegreatEdwards laidl
down soine erroneous pliilosophical princi-
pics, wlîich led te muci inischicf wvlen lus
disciples applied tloic la the r'ia1m of
Theoiogy. The errors refcrrcd te made
rapid progruss nmong the Congregation-
aiists, andi the "'Plan of Union" led te
the tainting of a large section of the
Presbyterian Chnrch. Thus arose an "01d.
Selieul'> and a "New Scîxool", in the
Gencrat. Assembly. The charactur and
operations of tivo large societies wvere aise
elemnts ln tîxe strife. Tliese werc "The
Amnerican Home Missionary Society" and
the Il Education'> Society. These insti-
tutions 'vere a propaganda of Congre-
gationalisin, and a large portion of
Presbyterian Church strongly objected te
supporting cither the onu or thc other.
Tîxu IlNew Theology" made lîavoe among

the Congregationalista, and so far as thu?
]?rebl)yterins kQpt up a Sort OfeCCC'isiatiCal
conucction wvith thuni. they wouid thein-
seives bc tainted.

In at lcast four Synofis, Congregationalists
wcre alloed te icit and vote in Prcsbytcries,
an(1 evea te bu sent as delegates to the
Generai Assembly.

In 1837 an atternpt wOiS ni.ideateffcctiiig
a friendly suparation, but it falled. .Albert
Barnes wns tried for hieresy and was ne-
quitted. "luctive Affinity" l>resbytcries
werc crected in Peunsylvania, mcxi being
allowed to juin the ]?rcsbyteries whcrc their
ovn doctrine would be unmoiested. But
ail these hcaling ineasures wvouid not do.
The disruption, came ini 1838. Ail the
1'rcsbyterics and Synods that had in thent

amixture of Congregationaiists wcre eut
off. This is what led te, the erisis. The
manjority on the Oid Scooul side was flot
large, but it sufficud. Thu Ncw School,
trîcd to obtain ail the property of the body
-Princeton Seminary among the rest-
but it failed.

'I lie division was flot justifiable on sound
ecclesiastical principles. In the words of
Dr. Hodgu :-'" It is the almost universally
reognized doctrine, that no man, or set of
mon, is authorized to abandon the church
and set up another communion, unless
prevented frein preaching the truth, or
forced te profcss errer. So lonig as the
standards are loft souad, ani full liberty of
speech is allowcd, ail are bound te adhere
te the church in the hope te reforut it.
Had the uvangulical party in the Church ef
Scotland abandoned the church wlicn the
Moderates wcre la the ascundency, they
would have given up ail its property, pre-
rogatives and prestige te their epponents,
wvhich woidd have buen a grieveus breachi
of trust. To secude frein a body, ecclesias-
tical or civil, bucause au opposing party
gains ascendcacýy, and passes what are ru-
garded as unýjust or unconstitutional laws,.
would dcstroy ail stabiiity and unity."

The experience of thirty years has proveff
te the l'resbyterians that they should flot
have divided. The New Sehool becarne
wearv of the IlPlan of Union " with Con-
gregationalists. It bas been growingI less
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