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and scientiflc literature of the present
and past ages, to free the mind of dog-
matism, sect-arianisin and superstition.
It is only by such free and fearless in-
vestigation and research that mian's
mind can approxiiînate the truth, which
alone '' shall make hi ni free."

Up to five years ago, ruch good work
was donc by the Theosophical move-
ment in placing the leading ideas of
Theosophy hefore the public by the
sale and dissemination of literature, by
lectures and l)y public discussion, but
the growving and baneful influence of
so called esoteric schools or bodies bas,
in the past two years, almost paralyzed
this useful work.

From, all quarters now cornes the ex-
pressed desire of carnest, honest and in-
tell igent'I'heosophists to "1get together"
an d do some work which will be tiseful
an d lielpful to the world.

The question is Yvhat to do ?
A canvass of the views of proniinent

an d active memnbers of no fewer than
th ree of the- various existing orgaý,niza-htions leads the wvriter to believe that
somie united effort and action can be
brought about on the line of stimulat-
ing an enquiry into the leading idcas of
Theosophy, which cati be effected by
encouragig th e sale and dissernination
of Theosophical literature, and the
placing of such literature iii ail public
libraries. Such literature not to be
limited to the ;vork of any particular
writer or writers, but to be selected frorn
wvritcrs of every race and tirne, leavin.
it to, the reader alone to formi his own
conclusions in the quiet of bis homie.

Wýere this line of action follow'ed,
each organization could go to work in
its own wvay to, do this work, or it right
be preferred to forni what raiit -be
called a Theosophical Association, or
Union or Alliance to supervise the work
through a commn«ittee, selected flot by
wîrepulling, or emnotional action at a
eonvention, but by ballot quietly cast at
home and sent by mail to sonie
designated 'cl-ce, to be counted and
announced. Every vote on any pro-
posed action of such a body could l)e
expressed in the samie %vay. WVil not
l'HE, Lr1-.P endeavour to obtain an ex-
pression of opinion on this subject froni
its readers ?

Bey-ond a doubt tbe public mmnd is
prepared for the sowing of the ideas of
reincarnation and karmia. If eTe-
sophical movement bas any duty to
perforrn it is this, and it is nio%, and if
it fails to sow this seed it fails in its duty.

L.et us ail frankly admit that w'e have
made serious mistakes in the paist, and
baving doue titis, go earnestly to wVoA k
to make amends for the past by earnest,
sensible work iii the future.

(;Eo. lV. COFFIN.
New' York, Nov. ist, i899.

There would be no necessity to addl
anything to the foregoing rilswr
it not that there can be no concerted
action withour some definite a;m. In
the present instance no more is neededC-
thani to re-affirni for the sake of our
readers, present and future, what
one correspondent definitely, s1 aes,
and which ail, I believe, recogise,
that wve stand for the well-k nown
theosophical principles of toleratiori,
free thought, free researcb, 'tnd uni-
versai brotherhood. In matters of
technicat tbeosophy I have alwiys
taken the views of Madan lila%,a-tky
as a standard, and while faithfittly
adhering to bier owni position tbat
no teaching der;ved any authority on
account of its source, or its dlaim-
to be authoritative, in nmatters of
opinion where there is any doubt or
difference, and direct kuowledge is
impossible, it is nierely reasonable to,
adopt bier conclusions so long as tbey
are supported by analogy and commnon
sense. H. P. Blavatsl;y's presentationi
,)f Tbeosophy is the basis upon wbich
ail workers can uinite.

Tbere is adomninance of opinion
tiýat the Esoteric Scliools of the various
societies are responsible for nearly
ait the friction that bias arisen in tbe
rrovenment. Peop3le wonderwhy itis that
exoteric tbeosopbiists do not split and
cquarrel irn the sanie bitter and ferocious
nianner that bas broughit so much.
odiuni on the embryo occ"lItists. Those
who know anything of oc'cult devel'op-
ment are aware that almost tbe first
result of contact with eccuit study is


