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GOOD FOR FRANCE AND

O URSE L VES.

They sometimes "do things better in France,"
despite such untoward occurrences as the Pan-
aIma scanda], and the present French govern-
ment is about to do a very sensible thing, that
should enure alike to the benefit of our Prov-
ince and that of the wisely advisecd French cap-
italist, assuming that the Special Mining Coin-
missioners who will shortly visit this Province
at the instance of the French Government in-
vestigate carefully and report cautiously and
well. The Government of the French Repub-
lic has, as the foregoing renarks note, lately de-
uided to obtain a spcialist report on British Co-
lumbia's mineral resources and opportunities,
tid with this view two very competent experts
ws.l very shortly reach Vancouver in the per-
sons of Messrs. D. Dasscrt and P. Jordan, of
the noted Paris School of Mines, the latter a
brother of the French Consul in Vancouver.
These gentlemen will inake first for Vancouver,
.4 the consular and commercial cutntre of the
Province, and after being duly advised by their
nation's local representative, visit the chief cen-
tres, of British Columbia, andi thus and other-
v. :se obtain the best informaticn they can as to
the rich :mineral ooportunities of our land. If

satisfied, as we are well persuaded they vill etJ
that the field is large and open and abotinding

In grood possibilities, there is no doubttt
there will follow in the wzake of their reports.an
influx of French capital, and France' is a rich
nation, that will greatly stimulate our progress
au a precious metal and copper mining com
munity. Sonie French inmigration---not large,
but of a good sort, representing skill and -en-

ergy ---will doubtless also follow the capital and
make hither; but this will probably be rather se-
lect than extensive. as the ordinary Frenchman-
is a home-staying mortal, but little prone to em-
irrate save under the partial compulsion of mili-
tary or official service. The opportune visit to
France of our Dominion Premier, Sir Wilfred
Laurier, will doubtless further stimulate 'this
French investigation and serve to enhance its
results, as Sir Wilfred is sure to be asked and
to answer many questions as to the nàtural
wealth of British Columbia duringhis stay in a
land the tongue of which is his own, although
he is a loyal British Premier and the great pub-
lic man of the Empire's most important sel"
governing and English speaking Dominion. It
is worth noting that the French "take very
kindly" to copper propositions and are sure to
note these in our case with almost equal inter-
est to those attracted to undertakings depend-
ent on gold alone. Indeed the French. capital-
italists were once only too well t' the fore in
the copper market of the world,. when
they "cornered" for a 'time, with conse-
quences ultiniately disastrons to themselves, the
copper market of the world. The visit of those
French Government Commissioners will, there-
fore, be specially interesting and in all probabil-
ity productive of good results. Paternalisin in
Government may be carried too fai, but in the
case of a young government like ours the
French official method of investigation is com-
mendable, and might, perhaps, not without ad-
vantage, be followed by the British home gov-
ernment. A commission of British mineral
scientists of a practical type could, after a visit
of close investigation, afford very much useful
information to the British investor.


