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Standard is nine years old. He was bred by Sir N. V.
‘Throokmortoa, of Fardingdon, Ing. Representatives of the
flock of Sir Throckmorton, H. R. H. The Prince of Walés
:md Mr. Edwin Ellis woo all the first prizes at the Bath-and
West of England Society's Shows in 1887. .

He is the property of Col. C. P. Mills, seeretary of the
Tllinois State Board of Agnoulture, Springficld, Ill.  Since
1879 Standard has made a record as a prize winner not ex.
celled if cqualed in the United States. {’n 1879 he won first
prize at Fort Wayne, and at St. Louis, Mo, and first and
sweepstakes at the Illinois State Fair.

As a two-year-old, 1n 1880, he took first at Jacksonville,
XL ; second at LaFayette, Ind.; sccond at Lawrence, Kan. ;
first and sweepstakes, and first 23 ram with three lambs; and
fiest at St. Louis, Mo., and at Jerseyville, Ill. Tn 1881 he
wou first at Jacksonville, Ill., and at Minncapolis as ram and
ten ewes; sccond at Chicago in 1881, second and first as ram
with five lambs at lilinois State Fair, and second at St. Louis
In 1882 first as ram with pioe ewes at Jacksonville, Til
second at LaFayctte, Ind., as ram with four ewes. At Craw-
fordswille, Ind., sccond ; Wenona, Iii, first; and at Illinois
State Fair, second, and first as ram with five of his get, and
at St. Louis, Mo., sccond.

The Downs are more than holding their own against ali
varictics upon their native heath. and still retain the reputa-
tion among old flock masters as the sheep able to live where
other breéds will starve, and in America they stand high
among cousumers who appreciate choice wool, and plump
neat, and handy carcasees, (1)

The Short-Horn bull Mario 51713, whose portrait appeared
Jast month, has taken many bonors in Scotland, and this year
gawed first prizes at the Norfolk and Essex county shows
apd the first and champion prize as best bull as the Royal
Show at Notuugbam. DMario is described in the Liondon
Live-Stock Journal (from which the picture is re-engraved
for us) as a roan, - got by Field Marshal 47870 out of Mina
3d by Border Chief 37874, bred by Mr. Dathic, Collynis,
Tarves, thown by A. M. Gordon, Newton, Aberdecushire,
and afterwards sold to C. W. Bricrley, Rosedale, Tenbury.

Twenty years’ experience with ashes and bone.
T. H. Josgxs, M. D.

Character of the land ; enriching the first crops; heavy
manuring; experements wuh ferbiizers; present con-
dition of the farm.

Tho Rural asks my experience with ashes as affecting the
mechanical condition of the soil, quotiug Prof. Storer’s re-
marks that the effect of some potash manures is to make a
sandy soil more compact, My soil would ravk as light,”
yet it is not what could be described a2s sandy. The farm is
part of a plain upon the east shore of the Lake Memphrema-
gog, spreadiog out 2 mile or more from the hills,
to 60 feet above the water.
hillsides show, it was once 2 hundred fcet or more under
water. It isin fact an alluvial plain, and boring strikes on
rock. We find water only in a quicksand, which is reached
at about the lake, Ttis precisely sech land as the city of
Louisville, Ky., stands on, which is a plair. extendiog severa
miles back to hills, in the same way, and which was also once
under water, before the limestone recf whick makes the Falls
of the Ohio, was worn dnwt. coough to drain it. Thereis 2
considerable variety in such a deposit, sume spots being quite
sandy others grovelly, and there being occasionally a streah
of sandy clay, or a little ¢ hardpan,” t. c., gravel cemented by

(17 Crowded out last month.

oxid of iron Generally it is finc garden land, but iwine,
which originally bore a heavy growth of Sngar Maple, had
bren “ potatoed to death ” in the 20 years it hud been cul-
tivated, eo that it was considercd entirely worn out. But I
had seen just such old ficlds, in the rear of Louisville, brought
up by German gardeners in a few years to high prodactive-
ncss. This was dode by stable manure from the oity. I
could not et much manure, but I could get ushes, and the
first thing I did was to turn over the “ bound-out " sod, sow
on the furrows 60 bushels of ashes to the acre, and with an
ammoniated superphosphate in the hill plant nearly all of it
to corn; The crop was remarkably good, and a small piece
of potatocs bore also a good crop. I kept a couple of cows
and a horse, and bought what manure I could pick upina
little village of 300 people. I bought ground raw bene
liberally, and composted it with ashes, wetting the mixture,
and letting it stand some time before using. 1 may say that
T never had a poor crop of anything, and the fifth year 1 had
an acre of Brezee's Prohfic Potutoes that gave me 460 bushels.
On the same picee, where I had dug off an carly erop of Early
Rose, I got nearly, at the rate of 1,000 bushels of flat Engiish
turnips per acre. I have kept on this way, growing anything
I could find a market for—nursery stock, strawberries and
other small fruits, seeds, ete., eto., gradually working most of
the place into an apple crchard, There is no question but
that the soil bas grown more compact with this treatment,
approachifg more nearly to clay in its wature, so that now,
though not at first, attention must be paid to its condition as
regards moisture beforc plowing, otherwise i. will be some-
what lumpy. Io the 20 years 1 have put on pot less (upon
12 acres) than 3,000 bushels of ashes, 40 tons of bone, in
various forms, and all the manure I could make or buy, which
perhaps would amount to an average of 20 cords a year. I
have also used about half a ton searly of a good commereial
fertilizer. at first 1o the hill, but later broadcasted on such
crops as I want to push carly I have also experimented mod-
crately with sulphate of ammonia and 8. C. “ floms," but
acver with potash salts, except so far as they may have been
a constituent of purchased fertilizers. The prescat condition
of my soil is very good, being capable of growiog good cabb-
ages anywhere, and all of it except where the fruit trees have
obtained full possession, is run as market garden, the neigh-
boring villages having grown to have largely a manufacturing
populetion. I am satisfied that this king of farming can be
carried on successfully without dung, yet better with 1t,

I.IQUID MANURE.
¢« Jt has been suggested that as liguid mapure is weak
in phosphoric acid, the addition of * floats” or other phos-
phatic material would grealy help it. The addition of
“floats " or bonc meal to sawdust or some other geod absor-
bent for use io the gutters is suggested. What is aceded to fix

and from 40 | the ammonia formed by fermenting manure, is_cither some
As the old beaches slong the | strongly absorbeat substance like vegetable mould (or humas)

or some 2cid substance or salt capable of combining with the
ammonia. The ¢ floats ™ are neither absorbent nor acid, and
while they would cven up the defisiency as regards phospho-
rics, they wonld have little retentive power. If yon could get
your floats into form of acid phosphate by cheap sulphurie
acid, the material would do just what you want. Salphuric
acid (chamber acid) does not cost to the manufacturer more
than 83 a ton, and could be sold with profit for $7.50 a ton.
If you could induce some manufacturcr to make a simple
acid phesphate and seli it for a low price, 1t woald meet your
case. Why not use sulphate of iren to fis your ammonia, and
then 2dd your floats to bring up the phosphates? The cop-
peras would cost not more than $20 a ton, and a few pound
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