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or we learn by example to avoid the snares and
cludethe arts displayed to us of seduction. Ro-
tuance is then in your opinion the best school of
virtue ; and fiction’s imaginary characters the fittest
forimitation in ceal lift. Alas! were those the
deepest read in novels to speak their minds firly
o the subject ; they would own that thisspecies-of
ceading was what proved their virtue's earliest
bane, and the finat ruin of their morals. The high-
tv coloured ecenes of sensual enjoyment, with
which such works abound § and which form indeed
the principal attractive to all such noxious publica-
tions, werz what inspired their first relish for cri-
«ninal delight ; graduatly undermining, and at length
wholly upsetting their native innocence. Men ot
pleasure, skilled in the aris of seduction, atways
consider her as  their casiest prey, whom they ob-
&orve most fond of reading novels. S that itis
groved by daily eaperience that these imaginary
descriptions, instead of putting us on our guard
against the snares of vice, only lay us more open to
allits captivating and demoralizing influence when
ccally turned agawnst us,

The great isfortunc is that such dangerous
works, considering the general relish for them, are
ofsuch easy, and, (o an infinite dearee, variable

s«nanufacture,  The regions of fancy are unlimited ;
and the scenery and objeets they afford appear and!
vanish atthe call and caprice of their beholders.

ence we find, men and women, youns and old, |
%eating up for fame in this, il [may call it, littera-!

Such unluckily arc at present the only porters of]
Parnassus; whoulone havo the power of admitting
or rejecting whom they please, and hemust be a
strong or rubtle genivs indeed, who can force or
win his way to the celebrated mount without their
permission.  Of all those, however, whom they
think proper to let pass; they omit not trumpeting
forth the nameg in a manner quite astounding;
though their hopeful favorites almost all, in their:
vain attempts to climb the slippery steep, have sunk;
and disappeared, before the echo of their praise had
ceased yiclding to her promoters the monotony of
their responses.

How much is wanted at present, when only a

Bevins or a Bavius can look any where for patro- |

nage ; such a club of truly learned, disinterested
and honorable critics, as flourished in the begin-
ning of the last century ! Such alone are fit to
take charge of the sacred portals ! to distinguish as-
piring merit, and encourage her onward steps: to
reject all vain and wonhless pretenders to renown;
and direct those saberdinate menials, who now
usurp their superintencing functions, whom they
are to admit, and whom to exclude. Thus again
might we soon hope to see appearing works that
would do hongur to the human genius, and benefit
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‘The mite, that's added to thesr nesghbor’s hnard,

‘They grudging, deem deducted from their own
Henee, each abliornng, and by each abhorr'd,

In cotmmon cause thou;.;h join’d, they’re rivals rronns
And but agree to dmg th? outstnpping part’ner down
Yct, high aloft though genius now reclin’d

In slumb’ring France, no vigil scems tokeep :
Let such beyond the muray sange, assigu’d

‘To storied goblin pe’er advent’rous creep.

Above their sphere should they presutiing peep ¢

And with their tattle rouse th* indiguant too ,
With giant-jerk hurl’d down the stipp’ry steep,

‘They’d so0n their vain pretenstons all forego,
L.ost in oblivion’s gulf, 50 deep that yawns befow

Nor let their fellows perk so high their cars,

And bray 0 Soud , though of the Zebra breed,
Wild and intractable, that loudly jeers,

And mocks with nimble hoof the hunter’s speed
Should they profaning graze the Deliau mead ;

Or drink polluting the Pierian spring ;
From ughteo’d bow with whizzing arrow freed,

There are, th’ inselting berd who straight can bruz

Flat to the ground, and {orh the loathsome quarry fliny:

O, hastenback, ye bright wtheria) char,

By all the wise and good your wish’d return .
Ye, who have tun’d your strains to Phabus® lyre :
And for his bays could filthy lucre spurn !

With virtae’s purest glow whose bosoms bum ;

Whose lays, divinely sweet, her love msyire ;
Cheering our weary steps on life’s sojourn :

And, while they warn us from tb® absorbirg mire
Of vice, unceasing bid to deeds of worth aspiro.

Ye British bards, admitted *roong the train
Of Pheebus, O return, to grace your Isle *
Norlet, to fame these nesw preteaders vain,
From virtuc’s path our heediess youth beguile

Ry Bid dull at ber triunaphs ceare to smule
mankind. Hersons Your vacant scat usurping 50 : ’
— And idle fully with her fictions vile,
TUE FOLLOWING LINES ATE ADDRESSED TO OUR POLTICAL Her drearss absurd, and vacant laugh forego !
ROMANCERS ! Your stem rebuke wonld sparc a world of vice & wor
‘*\ PINDUSENCHANTED. | Orisit, say, by rigid fate ordain’d

Q rise at last some clissic genius bright,
And cheer the haun s of Pindus with his blaze !

ey department.  And sure it is, their inseet tribes!
«aow fluiter in ther May.

What bas greatly contribuied of late to this gen-
cro} perversion of laste, is the contrsl, which our!
suctropalitan publishers bave acquired by the na-!
ture of Eheir business over the productions of genius;

For all in gloom 1< yerapt the tuneful height ;

Save wherc amid the thick incumbeat haze
Sorae flaring mcteor flitting mocks the gaze ;

And dazzled leaves 1a deeger seeming night ;
Though steep the path and iowricate the maze,

That to the summit guide th’ aspiring wight ;
By few suscesshd tred 1 noontide’s clearest hght.

No more harmonious from the lofty stecp

which, without the previous sanction of the frade. i
that never considers them in any other light than as |
arcady money making concera to some of ils spe-'
culating members; can never, whenedited at the ';
aathor's private cost, obtain that run, which every |
«“zrorant bookscler, assisted by his brethren. can,
five for a tie to (e most worthless performance. |
Thus Mides is made the judge of Apollo’s lays, !
Aud you wny laugh asyou will at his stupid deci-:
dlon; and pointin derision at his projecting cars; !
wide be regardless of every thing else, contem-
lates in entacy his growing treasure. :
It is this weH known advantage, which publish-:
¢ra possess, of giving to the worksthey have a per- i
sonal interest in disposing of, a wide and ready cir-,
~ulztion, that rakes most authors apply to them;!
ofitn yielding them up, from a thirst after fame; |
tize whole golden fruit of their learned labours.
Klany too are compelled o subniit their composi-
tious to such incompetent judges, from thesr want
dftkesneans of publishing for themselves; and to
wat with anxicty theirapproval, morefrom awishto |
main celebrity, which they cennot, but through !
these acquire, than from fhe meanly inferested |
hope of some compensation for {heir trouble, and ’i
the ceding of their right to the profils accruing from ||
theje writings £1 behalf of the selfishly condescend- ']
ing and Nnterested purchaser. '

Is pous’d the stream ufmclod{ ivine ;
That all in rapt'seng extacy conld keep

‘T'he list’uing thrung ; or tem>t the strain to jun.
Hence all are fled), with Phebus and tie Nine

‘I't’ imwortal baad, th’ enchantment dack to shun .
And now monotoneus 11 northern whine

‘Three minsticls chaunt thew endless ditties spun ;
And with their rur'e tales our ears incessant stun

Tlor greed of pelf they ply their rhyming skill ;
And (ax cach passenger, whe stops to hear.
Into the tnind lewed maxins they instil 3
And pour th’ immoral fiction onthe car
Making to rash impassinn'd youth appear
As virtue vice, muring forms portray’d ;
While at their caser dupes they secret sneer
And count well pleas’d their carnings ready paid
For passing glimpsc allow'd of wanton feats “display’d.

For wanton still, arxd graceless feats they choose
Of barb’rous Gnth, or Infidd), their thene :

Not to instruct thar agudience, but amuse,
Do they pretend, with idle fancy’s drean

The same the subject, varying but the scheme ;
Some lovessick maid and deep enamour’d swain.

Struggling through obstacles therr blisa supreme,
‘The free enjoyizent each of cach to gain ;

And, right or weong, at last their object toattzin,

Her right, aliedg’d legitimate, to hold
‘The subject mount, as crst sn Gotiue time,
‘I'hesc dullness sent, © assert : her champions bold ;
And of her hireling bands the Jeaders primc;
Amid her shelt'ring ﬁvgs the ehff subline
‘They scan secure no ‘Twickenham bard was there,
Raek with his sounding scourge these elves of rhymce
Todrive discomfited ; norpatying spare
‘The vamn, though sordid crew ; toperch 50
calous less, and envious found, than vain

high who!

‘That Britawn henccforth dowaward maust decline
From all her lcaming’s beight, mendman gain'd ;
. And cease the wonder of the world to ebine ?
' Alas ' such dire gusfortune, Rome, was thine :
. Down reeling from thy noontide glory’s sphere,
] Thou alt th{ blazing honors did’st vesign
‘T'o dismal night : and desolation drear
Forbade thy prustrate might her lanrel’d head to reag

ON OYR PREFERRING ALWAYS THE FUTURKE
IQF TO THE PRESENT.

! Spatio brovi A .

Spem longam r Dua loqui fugerit invida.
{Etas 5 carpe diem, quam mingaum  credula postere,
i Hor. Ode u. fib. 1
' Strike off immederate hope from a life so short, Even
' while we speak, tie moment envious of our bliss is flc.!.
i

i

Scize then the present,nor vooer iustin the smallext de
gree to the future.

To live long is the general wish of mankind ; and
Iif but happy, to live indeed for over. Not one
“courts death but in the hope cither of being freed
from some misery ho endures, or of altaining to
isome good which he has set bis heart upon. 'This
Lwish for life betrays itself in our constant enquirice
-concerning onc another’s health ; in tho satisfac-
"tion we express at hearing our friends are well ; in
-our congratulations on the subject, and wishes tat
.they may long continuc so ; and, above all, in the

‘sacrifices we male, when sick, in order to bring
,'about a recovery. It then appears that there is
| nothing on earth which we would not part with, in
corder to effect a cure, and thereby to prolong our
existence.

Yet, notwithstanding ali this value which “ve set
i}on life, we sceldom prize much that portion 3{ it,
.which we actually enjoy ; but are always pasting
iafter the future.  The present not only never satis-
'fies, but, on the contrary, tires and uisgusts us.—
| We are always wishing 1t past, from our impatience

dare.
:\'nrlj
_These ever with cach otber ill accord.
Nut fricndship, honor, virtue ; only gain
Cam pleasure to their grov’ling minds afford.

to get at what is yet 1o come. Cab any thing in
" the eye of reason De sn inconsistent and unwise. ag



