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As the history of the Acts of the Apostles is almost entirely
a history of evangelization of new fields, the records of these
subsequent experiences of the revealing of the Holy Ghiost are
not se numerous. But that they were the common experience
of the Apostolie Ghurch seems to us evident from such passages
in the Episties as Rom. i. il: 'For I long te see yen, that I
may irnparb unto you some spiritual gifb; " or jRom. xv. 29,
IlAnd I know that Nvhen 1l corne unto you I shall corne in the
fuiness of the blessing of Christ." Especially after Pa':! hias
passed througth.his% days of affliction and of imprisonmient U'o
we see in his -writingr the influence of repeated and higher and
richer manifesLations of the Spirit of God. We need but to
refer you to sucli passage,,s as Eph. i. 17; iii. 14-21; Phil. i. 9-11,
19; iv. 7; Col. i. 9; 1 Thess. 23, 24; 2 Thess. iii. 5. As appears
from the Episties to the Corinthians even the extraordinary
and miraculous accompaniments of the manifestation of the
Holy Spirit were 'se repeatedly given as to characterize their
public assemblies, and even give rise to some noise and con-
fusion.

But the question stili rernains, Is there anythingt in the New
Testament to warrant us in seekzing a second grand manifesta-
tion of God's love to us as a definite blessing of perfect love.
We have seen that the New Testament makes the conscio-ns
apprehiension of God's love to me personaily very distinct and
definite Ps the gif t of the Holy Ghost or being fllled with the
lloly Ghost, and that a few days later this terni is repeated of
a wonderful blessing reeeived on the occasion of their flrst
persecution. But are we authorized in*any wvay to conneet this
with the perfection so frequently rnentioned in Paul's writings,
or with the perfect love spoken of by St. John ?

Before we can answer this question, we must consider the
relation o? this gif t of the Spirit te Christian character and
life. By character, I here intend not reputation or habits of
Mie, but ratL,,-r the dispositions and motives which lie back o?
action. Now Paul puts in the very forefront the apprehen-
sien of God's love which we have identified wvith the gift or
witness of the Holy Spirit as the cause of ail holy disposition.
The clossic tex.+, on this, subject is, of course, Gai. v. 22 : IIBut uh


