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na.tive dug-out canoe; but now the
Oiad Tidings, mission steam yacht,
furnishes a readier zneans of «,ccess
to the sca,ýttered mission stations. Iu
thiis heroic work le is n obly secouded
by the Rev. Messrs. Green, Jenniugs,
B3ryant and others, and by several
native assistants. The history «f
Chr'istian missions on this coast is a
chapter of strangest romance and
hieroisin.

Alaska, is sharply divided from
the Dominion of Canada by the l4lst
<lcgree of west longitude, from. the
Aretic Ocee3n to Mount St. Elias,

whole territory to the Ru8so-Ameri-
eau Fur Company, who established
forty stations, and conducted a flour-
ishing traide for more than sixty
years. Iu 1867 it was purchased by
the United States Government for
$7,200,000. The greater part of the
country is unkïiown, but enougli of
it bias been explored by traders,
scientists and sportsmen to show
that one 0f the world's greatest won-
derlauds lies within its boundaries.

The elimate of Alaska is phenom-
enal. The wvarm waters of the ocean
give off a copious moîsture, whici is9

ALASKAN CLIFFS.

thence by ant irregular line seldom
more than thircy miles from the sea
to the 55th parallel-a farther dis-
tance of six hundred miles. It is
eleven hundred tuiles long and eighit
hundred miles broad, and has an
area of tive hiundred and twelve

j thousand square miles. Discovered
in 1741 by a, Russian exped. -on
uinder Behring, îat the cost of tae
great navigator's life, it came under
the cou trol of the Czar, who encour-
aged the planting of varlous inde-
pendent settiements until the year
1799, when Paul VIII. grantcd the

thrown by the winds against the
snow-clad mountainas and glaciers,
and is precipitated in tlîick xnists
and torrents of rain. At Sitka the
mnean temperature is 49".9, and the
average rainfali eighty inches.,

For about one thousandu' miles
from. the southern extremity of Van-
couver's Island northwards there
stretches a vast archipelago, in the
midst of whichi is the Iuland Pas-
sage above deseribed. On reaching
the Alaskan territory, snowy moun-
tain peaks begin to appear; and
bigher stili, crowns of ice debouch
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