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of a sta nding or a falling church-the doctrinù of jus-tificýation 1-y f:ritlî alone, liv
thr free graee of God-eongtantt h' procl;runed. Thils uniforrnit v of doctrîu:îl hv-
lief iq ire secret of this Chrurch's powecr. lu1 these inatterq thcvy are oNi.:, atul
urjovP on to tircir wo.rkz Nith a single iim wvortlry cf ail admiration.

('ousidering thosc tiir~ wliat, gond can we obtain froin any change lu mnir
doiuiposition ? Wiat ailvautare cheéri that nîiglit teiupt us to niove froint

tic ;oliul foundation of acceptod trith ou which 'vo have lîihewrto reqttod ? Grmnut-
ing that somne forirs of Nwords, and somne detinitions of dioctrines, inigit lie luii-

Provcd iu oui- standards ; granting even tlint lmad wve flt work to prepare for t lin
fir.,t tiiue we nighit have pireferred l "ai-liclc. "-brief, posùîive tteut of doc-
trines-to dtir poleurical îninuteneý;s of expression %vii h liarceie orui-
fes'sion ; stili, t.iken as a whole, 1resbyterians w~ili tiniversahhv concedle thînt it iq
the inost perfect document of itq kind yet peuned, aitd thiat tire great part of it
is ahsolutely incap)able3 of improvernent. lit thiis direction ive sec no ueol tif
progyress,.P but ratiier thrat atiy ruovenieut would bc a positive rc1rogr'ession. Wv
kuew of ne antiqtiateci doctrines whicb this Confession cout:rîns wvlich, are uot
equaily the antic1uated doctrines cf the Bible. Iit our prenching, our tca.liing',
,and our cirristian life, WCe feel none of the se caiheul tranuneis of Our creed or Çonl
fesslon, concerning ivlîiclr certain tiew liglitsispeak, seru-fiîhhy. ue dIo 1iot liold
tihe Confes-sioni te evcupy the Place cf tIre Bibîle, blit wc takze Jie Bible .1. ou11.
foiiurdition ; and, that there may be no inistakIhe as to wliat we( uneai by tire Bible
doctrine, WC, as hllest ',eopie, without circuînilocution, and in straiglit, cut-spo-
ken terms, give, in ou r standards, a plain anstver cf the frrith tîrat is in us wvith
uaeeknessf and reverence.

Doctrinal progress, unless towards a more rompietc' 'oupreherrsîon of thre
dloctrinespoesd we see no room for in tire Piesbvteri;rn Cîruirvîr. We tsiirk
iliat our Faith encompasses ill revelatiou, and tîrat te depart froint, or go bcvund
teveation, -%void be Wo descend frein tire îniouîrtaînig, brîglit m itîr the glories of
tiie Suin of l'ighiteousness, lîrte the vîliies, bliwk with tihe sii1a.doms ot spiritual

But can ive net ini some other way urake proyress ? Are wve se perfecet iii ahi
t1lings that there May, or cai be, ne salutary cîrange-no advauce firon et lrwer

tû a lighYcr point of attairnent l Assuredly We eau înarke. some progress, eise
mere me net humrait but divine-not militant burt triinphiant. Me have scine-

tiii of tlrjt wluich is belîind te toi-rt, and sinre end before us towards wlrich

t4 press! It wilI net cert.tiniy do foir us te be eternally harpiîrg uipon priliripcs,
ind sayiug te our neighibonirs, "O!0 see howorthedox WC are>' while at the silmle
t;me we forget the very pregress wvhielî threse principles incuîlcate. W., ueed net
4~ iways iayiug tire foutidation but niay, accerding te divine precept, "l bave
thie prirîciples cf the doctrine ef Clirist" and "g«0oen tinte perfection." lu whrat

direction then, it nray be asked, may we, tire Presbyterian people, rrdvance with
szaféty I A nrest ratienai question, wvhicm wie shall attempt te aus'vcr.

At the outset we would say that the Presbyteîian Church. bas ever been a

Ghu.rrch of pregress. Takiug Scetiaird as its great type and represeitative -we


