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the sign and see the thing signified.
This brings us to the consideration of
what ig, after all, the real gist of ad-
vancement in Freemsasonry.

All the forms and ceremonies of
Masonry are shells, every one cover-
ing & kemnel. This kernel is always
some vital truth, practical truth, in-
teresting truth, Masonic truth. Itis
what Masonry exists for, what it
teaches, what has kept it alive through
the centuries. Hollow forms could
not keep it alive & year. Indeed, no
single feature of its wonderful com-
posite could ensure its perpetuity. It
i8 a beautiful system, of morality, of
instruotion, of entertainment, all com-
bined. Suppose & brother “goes it
strong” on its morality alone, or its
instructive features alorms, or its con-
viviality alone—he is rightly judged
to be one-sided, cranky, not appreciat-
ing the fullness of Masonry. He
advances backward. He gives up the
whole, and accepts a part. All of us
may value some one feature more than
another—that is, some one of these
may minister to us more benefit or
pleasure than another, but we do not
ignore the rest. The young brother,
and some who are older, never ad-
vancefar in Masonry because they mis-
takenly think that they see through it

.at the beginnings You can never see

through it. Its capacity to instract
-and delight the thinking mind is end.
lese. You cannot outgrow it. So
long as you reflect upon wh.t you see
enacted in the lodge, chapter or com-
‘mandery; so long a8 you study, with
the aids which literature gives you,
the hidden meaning of all Masonic
forms and ceremonies; 8o long as you
“further advance” in the knowledge of
what Masonry was and is; so long as
you delve in the mines of learning
which the cultured brethren of past
and present times have opened, and
rendered so accessible, and so_enjoy-
able; so long you will not only con-
tinue to appreciate the Masonry that
you already know, but youmay ddd
to your knowledge, year by yeax, and
thus be treasuring up a constantly in-

creasing store of information, which
will be a perpetusl source of delight
and instruction, until time shall beno
more, Practically there is thus no
limit to advancement in Masonry.—
Freemasons' Chronicle.
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Wita respeet to the recent collea-
tion of Masonic medals, emblems,
books, and other objects exhibited in
the Msasonic Hall, Kidderminster,
Bngland, a writer in a local journal
says:—I am told that there are only
three other such collections in exis-
tence. But this differs from them in
being the work of a single enthusiast.
In an incredibly short space of time,
Bro. Taylor, who stands very near the
top of the Masonic grades, in this, as
in other matters, reveals the tremend-
ous energy with which he is accus-
tomed to work. To accumulate the
objects I was permitted to see the
other gvening, would, by an ordinary
man of means and leisure, be consid-
ered a sufficient life-work. In the
present instance, they have been drawn
together from all quarters of the globe
by a man whose every hour seems full
of business affairs. Apart from any
knowledge of, or interest in, Freema~
sonry, no intelligent man can fail to
be struck by the numismatic and
bibliographical value of the articles
brought together, many of them
nnique, and all of them scientifically
arranged, and forming a bird's-eyo
view of the history of Freemasonry.
To an outs’aer the craft becomes more
intelligible, more impressive, and
more worthy of respect in the pre-
gence of these eloguent witnesses of
the immense interest taken in its
teaching and ritual by different gen
erations, nationslities, and ranks
now passed away, but whose enthu-
siesm and convictionsare here crystal-
ised for our information, and & recozd
for ages to come, A collection 80
complete and varied cennot well.be
estimated pecuniarily, but I am in-
formed that experts have valued it ab




