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schools in overy settlenent; that lias primary schools of the groat- twice a year, there arc 600 additional obldron ta pravido with ao.
est excellence, and whoso grammar schools are what I have commodation in the différent grades iu Oakiands. Be tis as it
attempted ta describe, may well be proud of what she has accom- may, their high 8ehool k rapidly growing in numbors and in welI.
plished. While aiwarding lier this well-nerited praiso, it is neces- deserved reputation. Its course k, like others, a tlrec years
sary, in order to give a correct idea of the sehools, te point ont course. This rtminds me that wWie viBiting a higli achool three
defects anld difficulties that hinder her progress. years ago, I heard the senior Latin cias rend Virgil. They merely

I have already remarked that though the intention is that the translatod; tli class was too largo, and the amount of work ta he
schools of the saie grade in all parts of the Stato do the same doue too great ta alaw of that close* critical examination so neoes-
work, the practice is another thing. Il r, (eiving seholars froim sry to ensura thorough knowlcdgo of the Latin, and in whicl, in
other sch.ools, principals everywhero find the widest divergence in fact, its great vaiue as a mental discipline denenda. The mastcr,
attainments. Somue schools nieglect onle stdy11-ter1v:atauents Soeahosngcc n tîl'thrr, 1-c inate a most zavorable impression on me, complained that lie
one most usually overlooked being arithmnetic. This is the natural was s0 litirried by the amount of work ta ho gono over, Itlat it
result of an inefficient systom of inspection. One of our weakest w:s a scramble." 1 lately board the samo gentleman in charge of
points, probably the weakest, is the want of a thorough supervision. a junior Greek class, and as it was small lie had tine to teach, all
Th salary allowed county superintendeuts is altogether too mea- dîd it witl admirable skill. These are the sort of men and woin
gre, or the numbr of schools under charge of e-ach is too great t,> whom I have referred as the leaven tliat bas leavened aur whole
ta permit of thorough inspcction. As a mie, their official visits are system. Because I have montioned only these tO sehools
" bo-peep " affairs, merely a formal comphance with thelaw. More- it inue! not be inferred that thoy are the only two good high
over, the necessity of thorougli inspection is not filly approciated. schouls in the State. There are others, but these two 1 lately
Il fact, in a meeting of some 10 or 12 superinteidents, a short visite1, spending agreeably a day lu c. Ronce the rerenco ta
time ago, I heard one frankly declare that lie would bo thîankiul then.
to any one who would tell him his duty in visiting a school ! So
long as the salary is insufficient to recompense men of the hiiglest
type, so long will the inspection be of little service. Ii Ontario,
where a thorough systein of superintendence bas been cstablishe'd, cisçical graduates woul probably work the Ipass" papers of the
the effect of the Californian plan upon the schools can he easily T,,ronta University. N of them could pass as revere au exa-
understood. iiation as i requisite for first-cliss honorr in tue junior matricu-

Another weak point is the equivocal poitiun of our higlh schools. lation. Thiis particularly truc aimatlem -tics. Mucli las
Those we have are looked upon by many as unséenuly and extra- alréady lico acemplislied; innch more yet romains ta ho doue.
vagant excrescences on our school systen. Everythuing bas been 'herp k a growing feeling that a change (if saine af Our maclinery
dune for tho primary and grammar scbooi, anti nothîing for the ninst ho made. Thnt feeling lias heen intensîfied by recently dis-
igh.i schools. Tatke your admirable iigh schools ont of yo'ur sehocu covered frauds cf a shocking character in connection with tecli-
system, and what would be the result ? Deprived as we are of ci-' examinations. These have been partially investigated, but
much of the bealthy stimulus these afford, the progress made by tie source af tue miscbief bas net been discovered. Few expected
our schools is all the more remarkable. Notwithstanding this tll:ît it would he discovercd. Witli a strange incansistency, the
neglect, we have in every city a higi scelioul of sone sort, anI deinand is hein- mate tiit tie Central Board shtmld be entireiy
some of them are doing admirable work. This s the case wien abolishet, and cc county grant certificates, tuas increasing the
the corps of teacchers is composed of men and wom<n <4 IÂil rî4c tf frand 52 times, under the pîca oûsecuring hanest examina-
attainments. Except those who teach classies, or Gemnîan and tiens. The constitution cf Uic Stato Board of Examination is a
French, i extra qualifications are demanded of higl school source cf weckness; and in tlit, as well as lu the State Board af
teachers. and consequenîtly all engaged in higlh school work havû Education, changes must ho made. But nothiug short ai radical
not that thorough education that is necessarytenuescs.fltthtthrugiedctintîa. 8necscvto ensure succeas. changes will Patisfy many af aur people. A convention is nov
Each iigli school arranges its ownî coursi-, and, witlh one excep- assembled nt the capital engiged in framiut a new constitution.
tion, none of them extend that course beyontl three years. The Not content vith a constitution, they are determined ta frme
exception to wbich I refer is the San Francisco Boys' H igl School. laws aiso, and of course the educational system must receive their
Lately they found it necessary to admit the classical boys one yecr attention
earlier than the English ones, sa as ta complete in proper manner solcly to the maintenance of primcry nd grammar schools, the
the university matriculation subjects. Ii addition iity have a Nomal Sclool, and the University. High sehools may exist, but
post graduate class composed of :hose who intend ontering Har- îlot nt the expv-se et the State. Thus they will have au expeusive
vard. This makes their classical course extend over five years. I university, aud fot a sin-le feeder! They are not content with
lately visited tlat school, and was delighted witlh the work I spw. altéring Ic constitution ai the State Board of Educatien, tley
The murai toue ai the seoo impressal me at once, and 1 coula coîpletely demolili it. They canat leve tn the Legisature the
weil believe the classicci mnaster wbeî lie astiîred me tlint iu the stlutiomoa defets in educational machincry, but they must neds
senior class;cal clasq tire wüs net a "Irnean boy.- Thd- discipline nw make the election of county superintendents a part a tre
is eminéutly calculated te muale self-reliant, mnnly hcys. The constitution, and thus perpetat whyoiind hope e rmedy tho evils
teachers wliose raums T visited are men of gréat ability T ye at inefficiet inspection. They propose ae ta entrust ta the
principal is a Harvard inau. Aî,otier teaclier wis ami instructor county superinteadent and th oard ai supervisra ef ech couty,
in Latin in «Michigan Uiiivsit, and tra spent sane tie al matters relatiag to achools in their respective counties. Just
stndyiug in Germauiy. 'Thie eiasa in Latin prose composition was fauey your couuty counicils prescribing text.books, arranging
particularly gond. That science is aise pairfetiilaml weîi taught. I cAurses ot stsdy, ad formitg ae irresposible ounil ai Public
should judge irom what hitIe I saw. Aiiothor èxcellît rcîoo w is Instruction, ost for its awn county Yet th t le virtun ththe
the Oaldnd eue, iu wlmich are touchers of gredt ability and ne scieme etorsed, and only waitig final adoption by the cnoen-
littie erudition. This school -is atteuded bath by boys nud girls, tion to go eut te the people for acceptaeo or rejection. If u other
and is rapidly grewing. In fact it is cluimel tiut ovory terni, i.i., respects the new constitution te preferable ta the present one, tht


