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_rs stem of Showing Horses at Ex-
e i

Toe BpiroRsS OF THE CANADIAN AGRICULTU-
5r—GENTLEMEN,—It has always struck my-
4 and I am certain that it has frequently
-fﬁed across the conviction of many others,
atthe rules regulating the exbibition of horses
aur Provincial and Township Shows are lax
peextreme.  The onc point to which at the
went raoment I would more particularly ad-
4t is that system which is permitted, and
5 generally pursued, of horses appearing for
{ment in those harnesses and trappings which
swealth of their owners may allow, and which
uddso much to the extersal and general
armee upon a fair ground. The system is
wreect, and it is also unfair, and I am opposed
it, as I think that every horse exhibited
xld appear in its naked, native dignity, un-
nmelled with any of that paraphernalia which
:s30 much to mislead the eye and corrupt the
‘ment.
Seconding to the system. now pursued, every
xe raking under every description, blood,
‘allural, carriage, and draught, should cer-
df «ll appear in_the real character and at-
Aments to which they assume.  For instance,
ialt naturally be supposed that an agricul-
{:\“horse should perambulate the eourse with
tough, & draught-horse with a heavy cart,
‘s on ad infinitum. This idea is correct
azh no doubt, but it becomes absurd and
sterous, and, in short, unfair, when we see
¢ horses appearing on the show in all the
"7 of new harness, while their compatitors
-zjust as they ave and as they ought to be,
«the simple bridle.
would therefore, Gentlemen, suggest that
boses brought for show, should be shown
7y with the plain bridle, and with nothing
,moteven with roller and crupper, as any
if capable of doing so, will hold its head
wddignify its appearance without any ex-
~aid or mechanical coaxing.
kere are no doabt many owners of tolerably
1drving horses who frequent these fairs, not
~any idea of obtaining prizes, but simply
~ike opportunity thus afforded of showing
teir antmals, and effecting a sale. I cer-
Fwould not wish to deprive these parties of
yrivilego of showing their horses, but I cer-
700 think that they should have a separate
dstinet class to themselves, to show just as
ipesse.  As it is now, they come in direct
tet vith the real bona fide competitors in
yelass, and atford o wide margin for discon-
da well founded ides of injustice in the
5f those who honestly show uuder special
5,
opiny that this letter may obtain an inser-
inthe “ Agriculturist,” and thatits sugges-
+my be taken into the careful consideration
%Board. Yam Gentlemen,
asmost obediently, GILBERT SMITH.
Away, 30th July, 1861

Farminé Meys.~The following is Mr. Haw-
kin’s receipts for a top-dressing to prevent the
ravages of a turnip fly :—J bushel of white gas-
ashes,, fresh from the gasworks, i hushel of
frech lime from the kiln, 3lb° of sulphur,
5lb. of soot. This is sufficient for an acre
drilled 27 inches apart. Apply it when the dew
is on the gronnd.—Uune of Mr. Spooner’s reme-
dial measures to prevent disease in the turnip
erop, is to avoid o toolfrequent repetition on the
same land, by interposing o crop of mangolds or
carrots, more especially the former.—Manure for
the turnip crop—&twt. of bone dust per acre.~—
A ton of well rotted manure contains of fertiliz-
ing substances 47% 1h, of water 4 cwt. 1 gr.
27lb., of other materials 15 ewt. 9% 1b.

A Trial with Different Breeds of Sheep

In a seed-field on the Parlington estate, distant
sbout 2 quarter of a mile from the steam trial
ground of the Royal Society, an interesting ex-
periment with the various breeds of sheep is now
in progress, to prove which sheep are the best
adapted to the soil of the district. A sixteen acre
field has been taken ; 600 hurdles purchased, to
divide the field into two-acre plots; and sheep
of various breeds have been procured from the
following flockmasters: The first compartment
contains ten Cotswolds, purchased from Mr,
Bdmund Ruck, Isq., Castle Hill, Cricklade.
The second division comprises twelve Leicesters,
selected from the flock of Mr. Hill, Sledmere,
and descended from the pure Sir Tatton Sykes
blood—in fact, the worthy haronet himself
sclected them, prior to the Leeds market, wish-
g his tenant to carry them on for the exhibi,
tion. The next division is the most interesting,
as in this class one of each class is selected—the
gigantic Lincoln, the symmetrical Leicester, the
the large.framed Cotswold, the pure and elegant
Southdown, the celebrated Shropshire Down,
the fast-grazing Baumshire, and the improved
Leicester and Teeswater cross are all feeding to-
gether—quite a pleasing study for the sheep
fancier. The fourth allotment contains ten pure
Shropshire Downs, sent by Mr. G. Preece, of
Shrewsbury, and procured from first-class breed-
ers. The pure Southdowns are from the flock
of Mr. G. S. Foljambe, of Osberton, Notts, pos-
sessing all those attributes of character. quality,
and symmetry for which that gentlemun’s stock
are so highly renowned. The Lincolns adjoin-
ing them are wonderful animals, bred by Mr.
Grectham, of Stainfield house, and bought out
of the 200 which were sold at Lincoln Apmnl
Fair for 72s. each: these sheep each clipped a
fraction short of 151bs. of wool. The next lot
came from St. Boswell's, Scotland, representing
u cross between the Leicester and Cheviot, very
highly thought of for their grazing propensities,
and noted also for their rapidity of gaining flesh.
The last lot are a cross between the Leicester
and the Tecswater, bred in the neighborhood of
Ripley, and that have at various times been suc-




