
apd that lie was far from being hopeful of offering a successful de-
fence without strong reinforcements.

Cirrhe late increase of ammunition and every species of stores," ho
wrote on the 2nd December, 1811, "the substitution of a strong regi-
ment and the appointmrent of a xnilitary person to the Governrnent,
have tended to infuse othier sentiments arnong the most reflectîng
part of the community, and during my visit to Niagara last week 1
received miost satisfactory professions of a dotermination on the part
of the principal inhabitants to exert every means in their power for
the defence of their propedty and to support the government. They
look wvith confidence to you for aid. Aithougli perfectly aware o?
the number of improper characters; who bave obtained possessions
and whose principles diffuse a spirit of insubordination very adverse
to ail niilitary institutions, I believe the majority ill prove faithful.
It is best to act w~itlî the utînost liberalitv and as if no mistrust
existed. llnless the inhabitants give a faithful aid it. will be utterly
impossib)le to, preserve the province, wvith the lirnited numiber o?
militarv."

On the 24th of February, 1812, a proclamation 'vas published
announcîng that divers persons had reeently corne into the province
tgwith a sedlitious intent and tu en2avor to alienate thre ininds o? is

Majesty's subjects," and directing the officers appointed to enforce tho
act lately passed by the Iegisiature g'for the better security of the
province against ail seditious atternpts" to be vigilant in the dis-
charge of their duties. Joseph Edwards of Niagara, Samuel Street
of Willoughby, Thomas Dickson of Queenston, William Crooks o?
Grimsby and Samuel flatt of Ancaster were among the persons coin-
missioned to execute this la;w.

On 'Le l7th of April, a boy at Queenston fired a slhot across the
river w'hich happily didi no injeury. He wvas promptly arrested and
commritted for trial, and two resident magistrates, James Kirby and
Robert Grant, tendered an aLpolozy to, the inhbliLauts of Lewiston for
his offence. Five days later General Brock reported that a body o?
three hundred mnen in plain clothes hiad been seen patrolingr the Amn-
erican side of the river. On the 25th, it wvas annonced that 170
citizens o? Buffalo hall volunteered for rnilitary service. A proclam-
ation by 1'resident Madi.,on calling out one hundred thousand wvas
pufflished about the sanie time, aud the Governor of New York ivas
required to send 500 mnen to tlie Niagara,. whichi lie hastened to do,
being a warm, advocaxe of the war.

Meanwhile the llank companies of iniilitia regiments of the
counties o? Lincoln, Norfolk and York were embodied bv General
Brock, and drilled six times a month. They numbered about 700


