
WHEN TUle C0UNTY WVAS A WILDF.RNESS

tiane, liad, froin the tinie of his arrivai, beeu studying tlic trade and
Indian probleni and adopting the recouinendation of his prcdecessors,
concluded to erect a fort near the outiet of Lake Ontario, whichi would
serve thc double purpose of holding in check the restless Iroquois and
controlling the fur trade of thc uipper country. La Salle liad %voli the
canfidcnce of tlie Govcrnor, who despatchcd hini in advance to locate the
site of the ncw fort, while lie iiiade elaborate prcparations for his iimpos-
in- trip ip the St. Lawvrence. The original design wvas to erect the fort
uipon the Bay of Quinte and, but for La Salle, %vho chose the mouti of
the Cataraqui instead, Kingston wotild have becu shorn of a portion of
lier glory and our couinty wvould iii all probability have cnjoycd the
distinction of possessing the first iiuilitary and tradiing-pos;t i this Part of
Canada.

There is a getneral belief, whlîi appcars to bc ivelI fotnnded,
that the Governor saw in tîxis new enterprise an opportunity to reap a
richi harv'est froin the cargoes of furs that %vould naturallv find their way
to the ilcw fort, and subsequent developnients appear to justify the con-
clusion that La Salle expected to enjoy a portion of the profits. In aiiy
event the establishinient of a post at the foot of the lake ivas one step in
bis design and broughit a possible base of supplies nearer the scene of
his own future operations.

La Salle repaired to 01ioudaga. the chief village of the Iroquois, to
invite thieni to nicet the great Onioliio. as the Governor ivas styled, at
the renclezvotis upon the b.auik-- of the Cataraqtîi. On JuIy YI2th, 1673,
Frontenac, arraved in bis richcst apparci, the centre of attraction of a
flotilla of a hutndred and twventy calnoes. nxanniled by four hutndred follo-
ers, wvas rccivc< with great ponxp on the site of %vlhat is now tlc ine-

'l'liitv Te followilig days %vere spent in outlining the newi fort,
harangutiing the Iroquois, and i11 couilcil ineetings and festivities calcu-
lated to in spire thenii withi fear aid respect for tlîe Great White Fathier.

Meanwhilc the Frencimen iii the district wlio wvere skilled iii the
use of thecir tools, set to work felling trees, hiewing theni into shape,
-nd placiing theni iii position inuder tîxe direction of the engineer; and
to the astonishuicit of the Iroqîuois there soon arose the first building on
the site of the presenit City of Kingston, Nyhich, in honour of its
foiinder wvas afterwards called Fort Frontenac. Tiiere can bc no donbt
tlîat it servcd its purpose of kecpitig the hostile Indians iii check, but
wvas ixot calctulated to ituprove the trade of the coiintry in gencral, as
wvas quite evident fro:ni the storni of opposition raised bv the nierchants
of Qucbec. .After the cercuxionies werc concludcd and the Iroquois had
retuirned across the lake, a number of represcntatives froin Kcnté and
Ganious appcared tupon the scenc to pay their respects to the Grent


