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Those that are Tent to the woods, cut down
trees,, or fquare the timber that was cut down the

former winter, or faw it into planks ; and after

Chriftmas hawl it upon fleds to the river fide, fet-

ting it up near the fire wood that is intended to

be rafted to the factory in the fummer.

The hunters and trappers fhoot partridges

j

pheafants, and other game for the fubfiftence of

the factory ; and fet traps in their walks made of

fmall fliakes, and a pretty large log, that fa'ls up-

on ermines, martins, foxes, or any beaft- that hap-

pens to take the bait. They are obliged to carry

all the furs they get to the fadtory^ to be fent home
in the Company's cargo, for which they are al-

lowed the half of what they produce at the Com-
pany's falc J but I know by experience, that this

of late has turned to very little account. In this

manner v/e fpend the autumn and winter. We
had brought over in the Ihip a bull, four heifers,

two oxen, and a horfe j there was zu Orkney bull

and cow there before : fome of the heifers after-

wards calved, and I think with care they would
have increafed and done well -, tho* this place i$

in 59 deg. and the moft northerly fettlement in

the Bay.

In the fprlng 1734, all hands were employed
to hawl down neceflfaries on a large fled upon the

ice, and to prepare materials for the building a-

gainft the weather would permit us to work. By
this time I difcovered in what manner affairs were

managed in the Bay, having contracted an inti-

macy with the furgeon, who had lived in the coun-

try three years. .

As the wind fuffered very little fnow to lie on
the hill where the fort was to be ere<5ted, upon the

firft thaw I began to examine whether it was
laid out conformably to the plan ; but finding it

very ill executed, I altered the piquets, and had

the
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