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the Indians has géneraﬂy;bcen to fhew
kindnefs to the Europeans, in their early "
fettlements ; and that thcir mental pow-

ers are equally with our own capable of -

improvement ; that the apparent differ-
ence in them, as well as in the Black Peo-
ple and us, arifes principally from the
advantages of our education, and nian-
ner of life.

Some writers have reprefcnted Indians
as naturally ferocious, treacherous, and
ungrateful, and endeavoured to eftablifh
this character of them, trom fome parti-
cular tranfation which hath happened on -
fpccxal occafions : but. no conclufion of
their original chara&er thould be drawn .
from inftances in which they have been
provoked, to a degree of fury and ven- *
geance, by unjult and cruel treatment
from European Aggreffors; of which

moft hiftories of the firft fettlements on - o
_this continent” furnifh inftances, and

‘which writers have endeavoured to co-
“lour and vindicate, by reprobating the
charater of thofe poor people.

It is a matter of fa&, proved by moft
- Hiftorical Accounts of the ‘trade carried_
on with the Indians/at our ﬁrﬁ acqualnt-
arice with them, a well asin the firft
fettlements made on this continent,




