24 CHAMPLAIN’S EXPEDITION

leagues or ten miles apart. They were probably going
from the latter to the former. This was on the 9th of
October. On the next day, at 3 p. M., they reached the
fort. It would have required two or three days more
time, and . sixty miles more of hard marching, to have
arrived at Canandaigua Lake.
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It is impossible, from the meagre details given by
Champlain, to ascertain the precise locality of the fort.
He places it near a small lake, and there is no site more
probable, nor one which corresponds in more particulars -
to Champlain’s description, than the banks of Onondaga
‘Lake. The late Joshua 4. H. Clark, author of the -

“ History of Onondaga,” states that traces of an ancient

Indian fortification were discovered by the first settlers,

on the east side of that lake, near the present village of

Liverpool. These may have been the remains of the fort

in question. There is reason to believe that Monsieur /

Dupuis and his companions, including several Jesuit

missionaries, occupied the same locality in 1656. It is .
described by the Jesuits' as a beautiful, convenient and

advantageous eminence, overlooking Lake Gannentaa

(Onondaga Lake) and all the neighboring country, and

’

' On the first settlement of the country, the outlines of a fortifica-
tion at this point were plainly visible, of which a sketch was made
in 1797, by Judge Geddes, then Deputy Surveyor General of New 5 —— -
York. A copyis given in the second volume of Clark’s Onondagsa, ‘

page 147. A spring exists, at the present time, near the site of the
fort, called Gannentaa Spring.
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