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pathetically displayed the anguish of his
countrymen on being forced, from various
causes, to quit their native plains, endeared
to them by'so many delightfal recollections,
and to seek 'a réfuge in regions at that time
unknown, or biit little heard of. It would
perhaps, have been a subject of astonish-
ment to him could he have known that in
the course of events some of his own rela-
tions were to be natives of such distant
countries, and that a grandson of his brother
Henry, to whom he dedicated his ‘Travel-
ler, would first draw his breath at no great
distance from the spot where
‘Wild Oswego spreads her swamps around,
And Niagara stuns with thundering sound.
“In the Rising Village I have endeavored
to describe the sufferings which the earlier
settlers experienced, the difficulties which
they surmounted, the rise and progress of a
young . country, and the prospects which
promise happiness to its fature possessors.”
The poem is written in the graceful
rhyming conplet, which was so popular in
the latter part of the eighteenth and early
in this century. This form of verse is cer-
tainly a fine medium of poetic expression,
it has such an easy pleasant swing, and its
elasticity parmits the heart to give expres-
gion to its feelings freely. This is the
earliest of Canadian poems, poems written
by Canadians, that is, by dwellers in the
land now called Canada and treating of
the country—the earliest at least of those
poems of special importance. This will add
interest to it in the eyes of the bibliophil,

. zﬂd it will have an importance to the stu-
en

t of his country, for it is the sole dis
cription in verse by an eye witness of the
birth of a settlement in Canada a hundred
years ago.

He models his scyle after that of his
progenitor, and as an imitator he proves
himself adept. The qualmes of his man-
ner are admirable. There is the grace and

beauty, the quaint humor and the semibili--

ty that distinguished the immortal Noll
There is sympathy between his subject,
himself and form of verse added to a skilful
and happy touch. The poem would com-
pare favorably with ¢The Deserted Vil-
age,” but of course it cannot claim to be

more than au imitation and none but origi-
nators can demand the plaudits of men.
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