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60 The Siege of Fort Frie

killed, twenty-two wounded, and ten were missing—a most seri-
ous blow to the effectiveness of so small an army.

The enemy's loss in killed, wounded, and missing was some-
what under one thousand, and, according to the American ac-
counts, we captured nearly four hundred prisoners. In any event,
the Americans totally disabled his best battery and injured the
others, besides destroying the morale of his troops. Only the pen
of a Drummond could convert this disaster into a repulse of the
Americans, which he did with ease. According to Drummond’s
report his loss was one hundred and fifteen killed, one hundred
and forty-eight wounded, and three hundred and sixteen missing
—a total of five hundred and seventy-nine.

During the progress of the fight crowds lined the American
shore and listened to the combat during the lulls in the severe
storm which raged that afternoon. Dorsheimer thus dramatically
describes what was probably a very simple incident:

“All through the afternoon no tidings came. Just at dusk
a small boat was seen struggling in the rapids. An eager crowd
soon gathered on the beach. In the midst of the breakers the
little bark upset. One of its crew was seen floating in the waves.
The bystanders made a line by holding on to each other’s clothes,
and, stretching out from the shore, seized the drowning man. As,
exhausted and chilled, he staggered up the beach, he gasped into
the ears of his rescuers the first news they had of the great con-
flict and victory.”

Many friends of General Porter have contended that the
sortie was planned by him and that he suggested it to Brown.
Brown makes no mention of this in his official report or in his
manuscript memoirs. Porter was a man of much more capacity
than Brown, and it is quite likely he had to do with planning the
attack, although Brown was by no means averse to any plan
which would insure fighting. In any event, Porter was selected
to lead the most important column, composed partly of regulars
not in his brigade, which is a significant fact in Porter’s favor.




