" UPPER CANADA®S. "
* HOUSE OF -ASSEMBLY,
v Monpay, Jan. 80.
Doct: J. Rolpl's ‘Speéch on the Report on
4 Doctor Duncombe’s . i0
{Continued from our lasts)

But, Sir, thore is ‘stifl fusther prima

facia objection o -thi ?ﬂ. 1t hes
i .W:iun & the present

Were announecd to "t U
Ugbn ono of ‘thoseoceasions ~the”
and |

earned-member for Wentworth® !
ab) was the chaivmén, wnd
nstances (the first in the histo
Canadion legislation’) did nit pass without
apwnudversion. It 1s to be regretted that
dbe . exposure ‘of thoro cases . did. not
correct so- discieditable a practice. Buty
Sir, the saing ‘manceiyre was resosted

‘on ‘this occasion, ~The Report was pre- |4

red

-completed and introduced into * the
‘House without the previ

idus knpwledge of

ty 1o this House 5
@ [ullow ing anotion,

am n member of ihe
h was referred the
message of Lig Bxecliency the Lieutenant
Lpvernor together with the petition of Chas.
Puncombe to the House of Commons m
England, thst about 7o'cloek on Saturday
evening, lie reccived a notice of a meeting of
the select commtice ort the Tollowing Mon-
day morning st 9 o’clock, but did not see the
chairinan at ‘the tlouse till about hall past
wine, when observing him go towards the
commiittee room, he foilowed him in about ten
minutes, and fornd him there, with Messra,
Burwell, Prince and Sherwood ; wpon wlhich

ediately said, “ we have adopt-

.,
EC

Iur. Prince it
ed the Report;” that he then said to Mr.
Burwell, “ it must bea very short Report to
go through it eo quickly,” to which Mr.
Burwell answerad. “we read 1t over on Sat-
urdey,” of which meeting'Mr. Woodrufi had
no notice ; but that had he received any inti-
mation that theé committee were about to
‘prepare o Report he would certricly have
uttended. That Mr. Parke has also stated
in his place, 23 a mmnver of the euil cotamit-
tee, that he hail rn notice arkngwiedge of
the preparing of the syl Report, nar any
opportunity of examining or knowing _l!.v
contents tl § Lie received/a notice,
lIate on Sa , to attendfat 9 J'clock
on the following Y, not speci
tying the olject of the meeting, wnd that he
heard the iteport was adopted alittle belore
10 on the same morning ; and that he w
refused by the enid commillee a view of bis
evidence, a8 taken down, that he might be
putisfied of its cofrectness, ns was elways
“allowed to witnesses.  And that Mr. Norton
had sizted in his- place, as e member of the
said committee, that he attended every mneet-
ing of the soid committee n]tl\u-:;_vh to his
mind conducted unsatisfactorily, of which he
received eny tice, which did vot exceed
three sitting ot having been informed of
any others t he réceived no notice and
bad no knowledge of the preparing of the
said Renopt, e ice late on Naturda)
night
s ) G -
tod"witheut his kuowledge
that the said Report
. commiftee,

cott=hieraiion on

ac ard
iuto
rged.”
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the order
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This motion, Sir. was lost by the pre-
vious gt n; the llon tor
Simecoe (Mr. Robinson) moved the orders
of the day.

Admitting that these proceedings will
be * peifectiy satisfuctory’” in Downing
Sireet, will they be se to the British
{louge of Commong, or the British nation,
or the Canadian people? Would a verdict
be received by a Judge, unless as corrapt
as n Scroggs or a lefireys, when rendercd
by a foremnn without the knowledge of
three of his fellow Jurors? It appears
as if it had become known that evidence
had heen quietly collected with great
trouble and eypenso, as well as unavoida-
ble delay ;7 that it was about to pour in
from all quarters upon them with 'shaming
and overwhelming force ; and that utier
discomfitare could dnly be averted by this
a cousse which no mar-
tyrdom could induce my Hon. frieads to
sancticn. Every appeal the honor,
justice, candor and dignity of the House
k le in vain.  The thiree Houorable
gentlemen | Have mamed, were doomed
o sub to the indignity ; the House
refused. them  its protection ; and the
Report under all these circumstances was
received, and will undeubtedly be adopt-

ed.
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hold manoeuvre’;

iis is in perfect harmony with
the procesdings upon the contested elee-
tion for tho second riding for the metro-
politan Couaty. )

Mr. Mackenzie in behall of himsel{ and
of the second riding of this
vimnad-4le [lonse against the
siiling member (Me Thomson: ) py our
rule it is provided ‘‘ihat all peritions 1o
bo introduced shall be brought in immedi-
ately after the minutes arc read, apd that
such petitions shall be vead by ltu_z Clerk,
after the third reading of any bills that
may stand for that purposo on _lhe order
of the day ; provided such petition shall
haye laid on the table two days.”

[na this rule, to #hit our modification of
English practice, the term presenled is a-
voided. The petition ** to *be~introdu-
ced” is *‘brought in,”” then **lics on the
iable (wo days,” and is then * read.”’---
These slages' conslitute .1ts presentment,
Election potitions have (properly orim-
propm‘ny is not now }he question) always
bren subjscted to this rule.  Hence the
one to be introduced in the ahove m‘t!n.nco
of Mr. Mackenzie was * hrought in” on
the 20th Decomber, laid on the table two
days and on the 22ud was ren;].

y the Provincial Act 4th Geo. (-ho.:{. 4
it is ehacted —¢¢ That whenever a petition
complainiog of an uminr-' eleciion or
retarn 6f o member or members o serve
in Parliament, shall be_ presented to the
House of Assembly, a day and.’hou
shall by the" #aid f%gsa of Assembl
be-appointed - for taking - the _same-ialo
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House' and’ the
o perform’vbep{hl
the ‘oné béing

: € question; whien!
coosider tho petition pre- |
1o require them fo ndme o
¥ Was i~ wheti it was

Was it when put on
S graflerit

o) O
af Hmen remid, ¢
then, did the House act on 1
did not cousider it presented under lhu‘
law till resd, surely the petitioher was |
entitled to the same construction. The |
petitioner secing them adopt this rule of |
computation m their own conduct, applied |
the same rule for his own guidance, justly
supposing that if he regulated his pro-
ceedings by those of the Assembly he
could not be wrong. But although they
did not consider on their cwn part the |
petition fully presented till it was revd, |
yet on the part of the petitivner it was
considered as presented when it \\".‘.s‘
{

t 3

then, and pat
Jut if they |

brought in, although under a rulg of the
f{louse it was in abeyance till read.—
One rule of " law for the House, and a
diffefent one for the petitioner; one |
measure of justice for cuisclves, aw!,
another far the people praying us for
relinf. ATONS 10 OUTS: unTener- |
ous to utigs. -~ Excusing our own omis- |
sions, a et gealing fo our constituents i
such ri es3 as would discredit |
sharpest and keenest attorney.”s And this
sharp prictice, too, under our unjust
construction of the law, for the imprope:
purpose of stifling inquiry. Calculating 4
the fourtecn days for Mr.

L V28,
7

the

Mackenzie, |
T:om the reading of th& petition, when |
the ousc themselves acted on 1t, and it |
was unfolded and its contents discloséd |
and thereby presented lo them, he had|
the whole of the 4th of January to enter |
into the recognizance ; yet on that very |
day this House struck the order for taking |
the petitibn «into consideration off lhv!
order of the day ; and, as'it were, signed |
judgment ; although it was notorious that |
the petiticner.was at the bar enxious te
avert that cguirse, and give the rerix.iredi
nd proseeute his comglaint. |
l"i‘_ﬁmr e, S )
sulaied 10" 2xcite a dietrunt of |
the power @ind justice of this House, and |
a beligl of their fear to allow the alleged |
corruptions at the late general elections |
to undergd a fair and f{ull investigation.
An inquiry involving the character and|
constitution of this Assembly, the conduct
of the Executive Goveroment aud the
freadom of the elective franchise, ought|
not to be arresied by captious objections, !
or.a convenient two fold interpretation of|
the law. The Act enjuins that notice |
shall be immediately given to the peti-)
Uruer by the Speaker upon a day being |
appointed for taking the petition into |
consideration. From the journals of the|
Inglish Bevse of Commons 1 find that it
is their practice in such cases to introduce |
and read the petition immediately, and|
appoint a day for taking it info C()nsi(icr]
ation, notice of which is forthwith given
to the petitpner.  This nolice’instead of |
being given forthwith on the 22nd was |
omitted till the 30th of December. The
regligence of the Speaker is the negli-|
gence ofw ourselves. LEvery member|
must impuie to himsell parliamentary |
laches § we are individually convicted of |
abridging the notice which would other-|
wise have put Mr. Mackenzie and his
attorney on, their guard. Having been |
thus guilty of laches vurselves, ought we
rigidly to have held-the petitioner unex-
cused, even had he been guilty of laches
00 ?™ We "ought to Imvelnllm\'(‘(l, him
fourteen days frem the time the Spealker |
actually gave the notice in fulfilment of|
the law. 8o rigidly do they adhere to the |
statute in Iingland that they immiediately |
upon reading the petition give notice h)j
the petitioner of the day appointed for|
tuking it into consideration. The law in |
force hegehis afopy of that in force in;
Eng!und, aud dre we nofas much bound
by Ttas they ore in 129gMnd T The only
difference is that a petition has here to lie
two days upon the table before being read
and acted upon, but when acted upon,
should be forthwith. seut to the

party petitioning.

Mr. Mackenzie, tno, was fairly entitled
to -fourteen business days of this House.
But in order to deal out to him the most
scanty and niggardly nicasure of justice,
we refused 1o give him the hotydays
which we sumptuously bestowed wpon
ourselves. On the 22nd of December,
the day the petition  was read and a time
appuinted for taking it into consideration,
we adjourned till the 2nd of January in
order to eat roast beel and plum pudding.
Amidst all the feasting and convivialities
of the season, Mr. Speaker and all forgot |
lto give the fougtecen days notice to the |
petitioper.  Jt was unpardonable. \\'i(h‘:
stamachs - geeted * with all the, richest|
delicacies of ahe season, and with I)pmisl
and heenris-bathed.in Madeira and Cham#|
paigne, you could not rationally be ¢z+
pected to condescens to smalier things.
Granted.  But the epicurcan philosophy |
of a Roman age should breathe genérosity |

towdrds . others dmidst self enjoyment.
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ndgd.orml pprebended
bg corrapt ! 1t 8 noto-
p ' < .and universal
ﬂﬁ lainls of every species and degree
Xeculive corruption exercised at the
o eontests, = Now’ tha very eircum-
ww»_‘ that those- complainis dre not em-
4 hfb. ‘-d i petitions before us, implies o
” d‘:(‘gf‘:!ﬂ, well ar 3l founded, of the con-
R ton and - parity of the Assembly,
*Hmes past there have boen numarous
sitested clections without a handredth
! of the dissatisfaction. which | learn
 every section of the country. . Some
my parsonal knowledge reluctantly |
jlained from taking this step from the!
heusion that the [fouse was so
lituted as to justify their fear of
¥1g serionsly ‘amd ‘unjustly involved in
ihous costs by an arbitrary declaration
Flie eomplaint was Trivolons rudivex-
s o, s A
” But what bcuee fate could the®
ffect than Mr. Mackenzie 7 What better
ate. toan Messrs. Norton, Woodruff and|
yarke?
priy
i~ The ¥elect committee, as 1 Lefore re-
- ymarked, Nispose ofwhat they call ¢ the |
! gainor partiof Mr. ‘Puncombe’s: patition s
: fland thea “%advert to that portion of it]
Ob, melancholy display of parliamvatai; jhat may justly be considered of H:m’
infatuation.  History will  record this 'greatest i.m;-r)n.n‘.r:e. viz. the .'--':r:n\"niunt
injustice, and Sir Francis may praise i,ssauainst his Lixeslledcy the Licutenant
and Lord Glenelg may ratify it; bat!Governor.” “Very )
posterity will rise in judgment against it: <0 the whole prece
and transmit it witiy your unecaviable'coneern is there
heraldry to future generations. he Report 1ot}
Mr. Mackenzie, it must be further'yig and e r1¢
remarked, ‘acted upon the computation ¢f ' freedom of election.
time; which he learnt to be the prope
from Mr."Patrick, an experiencod
inteiligent officer of this
wth reevived that <o ghould
wr ‘o any iesmvideal =
information gathered fram such a s
The House had power under ihe
enlarge the time for entéring into e
nizances 3 the refusal
power for the promotidn of inquiry
aflords a ground of suspicion which ..
-explanation can do away.
Supposing a full and satisfactary
1o have been our sole and hearty d
the sudden arrest of all proceedings i
the above petijion, and the pertin
refusal to allow them to be continy )
in any way renewed, have defeated 6u-;
own honest views.  We had an object t
attain 5 we forgot the nost effoctus!
means. | beg, Sir, your pardon-y wa d:
not {nrg’:l. the means were tm our hat
and we let .them go; they were in
very course of operalion. ani’ we st i may
thern ; our memory was jn_,."rol and TS Famremont, b olaserd
ged aain to recogais ning O

P
d to us infiuepce wlich 4

ablé vécredtion
delves; But,
while. you were
d;amof:tﬁ eo
the doty required
Mr: ngltzuiq.
corresponditig 1o
enfeebled fkﬂll!h no 1 :
supposed 3 ] o
for - m‘?& greator “than o
Had ‘Beaoms heie for the Sp
into ths recdk hizdfdes’
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Court of Parliameat was closed, ourg
seives dispersed, nud our worthy Speak- y
tin city festivities and Highland bl
Ten days of the fourteon allowed. Mr
Mackenzie, wete merged in our holyda;
[f his"Henor went'to his' eountry seat
Perth, was Mr. Mackenzie to follow hin
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again amd dgain solicile if}
proceedings, and we reiused. Ty
conduct we lost an opportuniy of
the evidence, affecting the charges aga
Sir Francis, upon oath. Had the trial than proved. - It is no
veen conducted before a Grenvilla cem  :ive conditinn.nf the
mitteey the very members of 2t constitut- jalt in all its uneasy efft
wonld have bren wise intangil fisc
sworn to the faithful and upright dis- detection. ‘The verv seci
charga of their duties. It would have haneful societies necessarily’ imnarts to
been a tribunal acting under the sclemnity |them this chaincier. Nine i‘ver«,{,a out of
of an oath, and receiving evidence under!‘on iy the I'rovince would acknowledge
the same sanction. [t would have heen B
guacded, therefore, by those sentiments®
of honor, to which this House is properly
alive, with the superaddition (not to be
spared) of the higher motives of religion.
Had 1his select committee been hald to
their duty by the sacred cbligation of
oath, would they have met in so desultory;
a manner? Would members have so{iion of the enm
unceremoniously retired from the judg-+
ment seat, and others as uncerr'mouinuﬂ_\l «ight as well try to grasp and examine
taken their place and duties without hav-§ slobules of quicksilver scattered on the
ing seen the earlier stages of the inquiry, rround. You remember, Sir, the myste-
and scanned the deportment, appearance ! rious disappearance of Morgan ::umn;; the
and very physiognomy of the witnosses ? 'socret fraternity of 1'ree-Masons.  The
Would not all have followed the industri-| most éxact, laboticus and protracted inves-
ous and punctual example of the Hon. liigations were instituted, but ali fruitless ;

fel

unlike that o ,y} 3

Orange infiucnce is more, easily

+

:, but is

al 1
also , gt Wl

e and beyond
cy of

al
o

Liese

fe prejudice which eprang from the (
ange source, and exerted. itselt’ whenever
it was deemcd an expedient auxiliary,
throughont the country.  liut to put _\,-,{“-
Auger upon i, is the difficalty.  The ex-
stence of ‘these combinntions is known,
many places of their meetin but

o
5

hem, you nre eiuded and defied. ol

{and learned members for Wentworth and ind his fate up to this hour is wrapt in

Brockvijle (Messrs. Sherwood & McNab) lronjecture and painfui surt le-
who respectively sat 12 and 14 days, [slare, therefore. that the late -elections
while others sat 2, 3, 4 and 5 days? were not pervaded by an Orange influ-
Would they have* solemnly adjudicated ¥ance, so universally experienced, because
upon the whole elections of the country ljnot specifically and personally proved, is
in fourteen days with as few witnesses, ot more unreasonable’or unti

™
] HX

e than to
except themselves and half a dozen ether [i‘cny the prevalcuce of a pecaliar condi
menibgrs T Would they have drawn up |3 n of atmosphere in the cholera seasons
this Report by piecemeal as the evidence !nf 1832 and 1334 because the chemist
was giten?  Would they have offered jould not exhibit it in his laboratory.
the indignity which has been received by | Doct. Duncombhe, therefore, miéi.t be
mv Honorable {riend¢ (Mesars. Norton, Savzect in point of figl, and édriv with
Wouedruff and Parks;) and have @ Was he undoubledly does, the belief of
considered and adopted this Report greatbody of the people, and yet be
out Ih.m'r k,mwlr-,dge or consent, though |#hable to demonstrate the Orange A qdn-
associala judges » W jv\)f:! they haveTry in detail. And perhaps the Select
acquitted Sir Francis of all undue influ- iZommitiee, even had they really endeay-
ence and Executive corpuption before anil l'gred with the (ull extent of their authori-
during the late elections T ~Let the people ({7, to scrutinize the thing to the utmost,
answer the questions. t8270uld have (ailed.  In England and [re-
It is therefore, one of my objcetions, Hand the” same Orange Lodges long exist
Sir, 1o this Report, that it is an inferior fed. and carvied their mac linations (o such
substitute for a complete investigation. ka extent as to eadanger the liberties of
[t was forced upon us, when a far botier fihe people and the stability of the Throne;
was at command. . It has compelled us to fand when-the British House of Commons
accept the judgment of the judges and the ituted a searcling inquiry, it is evident
testimony of the witnesses upon their fhiat mu ined unrevealed thougi e-
parliamentary honor, instead of their[aough c light Jjustly to alarin the
oath. The uncharitable world will say, fuation. - Such, and far worse, is our situ-
we shunned the clearer light because our fatieh. - We have the same lateat evil
deeds were evil.. We appear to have|without an adequaté inclination to investi-
evaded the troth as an enemy, with whom {zuta oo the part of those who have the
we dare not grapple in his strength Spower.
Pray, Sir, let us yaot take that course. - Itypajority, 1 believe, will not do it.  In the
is not too late. 1o it out of justice to &ir hbsence of positive prool of execotive |
Prancis ; for such an inquiry as this, seigagtienance 1o Orangeism, let ma remind |
conducted and so completed, will makelirou of the significant conduct of Sir Fran- |
him appear to bo guilty, evea photld heji. Head upon this subjoet.
be innoeent. : Aoy When he assumed the Goverament of|
With these lacts bu!urt us, is it matter |#his country, Orange violence wes bold i,,w'
of surprise that ®=o few petitiong bave ljtg position amd disastrous in its operation l
heen presented against returns? What|The history of three ! :

successive elections
h / > i s . P ¢ 34
suilor would instityte a law suit in a court’ in Loeds, affords a painful testimony, up-

t
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| firmatively. ]

rcured to them a peaceabl® election ?!
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wsphere, which is |

othep- |

iie moment you attempt & closer zm;!m--]
position and operatiou of |

The minority cannot, and the|

ARCH 9, 18537,

on which | cou}(), but st potf

Tho:Hon, member for Lanark (Mr, Cam-
eron) totiched upon that subjeét with much
affect, And who that cptertains an atom
of " respect. for the honest, worthy and
peacalul farmers of Upper Cannda, did
not feel ipdignant upon bearing that in
approaching the hustings in 1835, they

} were insulted & beaten ; that their clothes

were ript up in the erowd; their bodies
pierced and lacerated with cutting instru-
ments; and their blond ‘made to fill the
very boots they wore ¥ [Doct. Rolph then
turned to Mr. Cameron and said, -is this o
true picture? T'o which he answered afs
" On that occasion Députy
Grand Master Gowan and Aftorney Gog-
eral Jameson were associate candidatés.
It was not without heaps of acrimoniqus
scurrility gad-abuse, that the clectinn was
sot asidey” “Beverly, in  Loodt,
1o i e £ 50

turniny Ufeer, T
town District, swore
Committee, that it w in- averylrespe
an_unsuiable place, one in which he did
not thinkea peaceable clect
tained.
h()\\'('\l'l

as

i could beat-

The Guovernment,
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aain ordered the
ing OAr t> hold a_second «
the snme place. "'l Y
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present excited feeling
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and
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writ for a new election be owlered uvntil
steps are taken to secure the freedom of
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elective franchise in p

An arduous duty devoly

' House of Asscinbly, A 11T
that duty with a wisdom nud . firmposs
which ought to endear their meomory

{ all the eleet :

|

ed upnn the late
1 thvey ! ]

te

s of the country.  Satisfie
by the evidence produced at the tr
that - the inhabitants of the County
! Leeds could not, withsut some ramedy
‘:1gr\inst the perpetration of this violeneo
obtain a fair represenfation, they passoe
a bill which provided “for the cond:
the eclection at,
places; by whie

"
t of
I believe, four difierent
h arranzement, the Ca
nadian Deputy Grand Master of Orang
ism dound his [rces weakenod by subdi
vistgns, and ebliged to array themselves
atplaces: where they were not so well Ja-
ceimed or so sufe in:their ope B
at far famed Beverly.
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At Parnefvitlc
Béverly, a viot not less shameful and
outrageous had taken place. The far
mers were peaceably assembled at a pub
[ lie meating, for the purpore simply of vo
| ting their than]

} ks to Barl Ripon, then i1Hs
|

| Majesty’s principal (lolonial

| State, for his celebrated Desy 1. ar
generaily, for his benevolent deportment
towxrds the people of the Province, for
nis gensrous cons

end wishes: g

spect to tho infa

try throt

as far as

lic afia e

hating Earl Ripon £

a violent attack upon t

ged him from his seat ¢

blows in addition to other in
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or,
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“he ox
tion for ontrags, viole
wag thus abupdantly estal,
became the duty of the late Housg of

istence of thi

sombi§ fo enercisa thoir constitutional
power.and influence for the (nture protec-
tion of the people.  Sir Francis Head
profesded the character of a Reformer

":h‘ initiated,

thiat ”"1

nity of

clary o'y

Y

" my

Suspicion was, indeed justly awnkened by
his evasively ‘alleging to the late Asgem-~
bly that ¢ he- had better-steadily Jook for-
ward to-the future, “fhan be clgerved in
ocenpying himself solely in. re-considery
ing the geourrencesiof tho - pruts and
that although the Jalter occupaticn was
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